
THE WEER.

Our great prairies, with the civilization they imply,
represent not onîy a huge national investment, to wvhich encli
man indirectly contributes, but a trust for generations yet
to corne the conduct of whvlîi denîands the united wisd Oui
of the best tbu'uglit and practical experience thîe counîtry cari
supply. The attraction and absorption into ouir systein of
thîe population of other couritries cannot be successfully Con-
ducted without a due recognition of the many sides and
weaknesses of human naturc, and a clear appreciation of
wide principles only to bo learnt by practical experience.
The responsibility is felt to be a personal one by many
tbouglîtful citizens interested in the growtli of the country;
and interest in the subjeet, though perhaps often. vague and
unintelligent, is widespread amnong thie people. The difficult-
ies and inadequate results, whiclî have hitluerto attended the
settiement of the country, aU point to the wisdoni of adopting
some svstemi which, while nursing and educating the popular
interest, will mnake use of a powerful force of attraction,
whiclî lias lîitherto largely been allowed to go to waste.

Those able Ministers to whom the supervision of tlîis
work lias been entrusted will be thîe fîrst to admit tlîat it is
only by utilizîng more fully the accumulated experience and
assistance of actual settlers that we cari ever hope to secure
ami adequate return for thîe nioney invested and the treatment
of colonization as a practical science. ERuNEST IIEATON.

Theî Opcîiîw of" 'imet

TEPE AN POINT lias roared ;the great central and thie
.N side "1funictions " are over; and iParliaiîieîit sits at

the dejeunier provided by "nîino hîost" Aberdeen. Thîe
dislies are not few and contain sohid stuif, whîiclî we hope
lier Majesty's loyal Opposition will îîot find too tough- for
thîeir loyal digestions. liere they are: The treaty witlî
France ; results of the Colonial Conference; the Manitoba
Sehool Question; Civil Service Econonmy; i-, Excellency's
Dominion Tour and its liopeful Imnpressions; the Admission
of Newfoundland ; Baiîkruptcy, ,Joint Stock Conipanies< lIn-
surance, Dominion Notes, Dominion Lands, the Indian Act,
Territories Represeiîtation, and the Land Subsidy to the
Canadian Pacifie liailway. Quite a bill of fare fori'l short
session, whîich niay pi'ove a long one after aIl. Soîne of the
knowimîg ones predict another session previous to dissolution;
but scipî'opliicies ar'e worth wlîat tlîey are wortlî.

Opemimg Day wvas 1lessed with lovely weatlîer ; and thie
beauty and bravei'y of Ottawa weî'e well ini evidence. Foot
guards, di'agooîis, po.stilions and bewigged footînen flashied
rcsplendency on the gaping miultitude--a vei'y sul)dued anîd
undemonstrative oîîe-and the Senate Chamber was dazzliiîg
witlî uniforms anîd wonian's loveliness, a remnant of which
still exists, despite tlie prevalent mnascuhiiîity and oui' school
systern. A gm'eat aimnal event foi' Ottawa, -whlîi is (mite as
conventional as Toronto, and almost as pious. Give nie thec
social inidividualisuin of the West, ev en though marred with
thie adolescent Il previousness" of a Winnipeg. In the nostrils
of a Nor' We.ster tlîis îmixture of fî'ivolty, unreality, anîd cant
us uiot a little uuifragrant.

Tlîus begau the fiftlî session of our sevenith Pai'hiament.
Matters of emîpîu'e-wi(le importance confiont it, and yet the
wretclîed squabble (of a little Pr'ovince îiay largely mionopolise
its attention; a s(1uabble i'aised to divert domestic Manito-
ban thouglît froui graver inatters. Taking a broad view,
and endeavouring to pierce the future, the Newfoundland
question scems of first-class significance to Canada; and
surely the extension of bier inter-colonial trade is a niatter of
intense interest wlîen lier nearest neighbour would starve lier
ont from thieshelter oftheOldFlag. Surely questions like tliese
demand the undistracted efforts of bier very highest statesman-
ship at this hour, and sbould that bour ho wasted on Parlia-
ment 1Hil1 ini a wretched creed-race serimmage, we may well
blush for our country. But, since the incendiary torch b- as
been flung, into the temple, thue fire must be quenched, even
at a lîumiliating wvaste of timie and money, Is it not a pain-
ful reflection that more Demagogism, utterly irresponsible
and indifieî'eît to consequences, should be able thus to clog
the wheels of the State and make even a catastrophe possi-
ble?' Canada lias neither tiniie nor mopiey to waste over the
demagogue. Solid work, national enterprises lie before bier,
awaiting achievemeîît. lier greatest need at this moment is
breadth of view. Family jars niean retrocession if not ruin.
I am amazed at the narrowness and the blindness that pre-
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vaîl. Genuine patriotism calls aloud to-day for calnrness, 'lot
heat; generousness, not niggard concession; a spirit of con,-
ciliation, not the Fiiin spirit, vaporing of bullets. LoyaltY
doCs not threaten rebel]ion. What Caniada wants is peace
and harmoniv, if slie is to work out lier Il nanifest destilly,"ý

flot as a kitchen to Jonathan',, big house, but as the right
wingr of John Bull's lordly inision. As a Canadian, loyal
to iny Queen, doubly loyal to the land of my birtlî, 1 fcel no~
commnon pain at the spectacle of loyalty par excellen(ce sliik-
ing its fist at autlîority ini its noble efforts at comprelîeisive-
ness, progress, justice, and peace. If mny loyalty must chloose
betweeni the Queen and the Pemagogue, I prefer dear old
Victoria. J. MAY.

Ottawa, l9th April, 1895.

Thie P atronis olu Iùt lway iPasses.

I IE Patrons' Bill was defeated, otu the Regular parties

-l voting unanimously against it, and Ilseverely scoiifl
its supporters. They sbowed themselves soseîîsitivethiit one
cannot hielp wishing tlîat they liad been sensitiv e to soinle
purpose. It mnay be that a pass is a small matter, but so i8
Ildehorning " or Ildocking " horses' tails, and neither one ilor
the other is beneath the dignity of legisiation. Life is made
up of sinali matters. A smudge on an honourable meinber's
face is of no great consequence, but it ought not to lie thiere.
Surely, the members of the House mnust feel uncoinfortable
when they tind that their action is condeînned flot oiily by
the independent press but by the Gloi5e, even after the leader
of the Governinent biad contended that there was no noes-
sity for Legisiation ini the line of the proposed Bill. While
symnpathizing withi the Premier',, dislike of Legisiatiol 0o1
sucb subjects, il. can hardly be said that there is no0 necessitY
for legisiation wlien the great majority of inembers 1)ockeL
l)<th mileage and passes. It would be interestin" okio
how mnany of thein ever shared ini the compunction.s wich sir
Oliver ingenurous1y confessed to bave feit xvhen lie fiî'st band
passes sent bim. He adînitted. thiat lie hiad not used th)ei,
but apparently. instead of sending tbein back to the' railWay
comnpanies, lie kept thein, and the resuit was inevitable.
Dally ing witlî sinî ends always iii the saine sad way,-

Seen too oft, faîniliar with its face
We first endure, thien pity, then emnhiae!

Sir Oliver persuaded himse]f tlîat the passes \vere siIiply
"cou rtesies, "eýxtended by thîe railways to the representai'es o

the people, and therefore that tlîey should be accepted. This
vîew of tbe matter is deligitful. We biave beeîî accustollie
to tlîink of railway nmanagers as inen witbout boNvels of CO"'V
passion in the conduct of affatirs. Wlîo lias not learl of. tblo
answer to urgent pleas, Il This road is ruri on business Pil"'
ples, anîd ouir duty is to see tbiat tlie sharehiolders get divi-
dends for th .eir mioney h" But it seenîis that there is roolfl, for

the sentimenit of courtesy in the breasts of these sterilleil,
and that they are so imnpressed with the dignity of M.P-,
and M.P.',s that they carry thern f ree, even tlîoughi thie cour"
try pays ani they receive handsome nîileage with whicli to

buy tlîeir tickets,,. Why not send passes also to ju-dges"
clergymen, doctors, schoolmasters, farîners and other claSSes11
hield in deserved hionour ? Is the doctrine of Equal Biglits
dead?

This gif t of passes is on a level witlî f ranking and 0 ther
privileges which members of Parliamnent vote theluselves.
Gentlemen should have nothing to do with perquisites. A
gentleman may accept a pass on a, special occasion, ffheil
notbing but courtesy can be intended; but hie vill not acceP'
a valuable privilege, continued frorn year to year, wvheil ho
has nothing to give in exchange,still less when lie înay be asked

for soînething i n exchange whicli is not bis to give. lie has '0
desire to be apauper,and hie wouldscorn tobea thief. They have
a higher standard on these matters in the Old Country. WlY
should Canadians be content to remain on the lower level?

We have the greatest possible respect for our legislatorS, allai

therefore, would have them, like Caesar's wife, above susp'-
cion. In tlîis particular vote, possibly, they disliked, 11ot S

mucli Ilthe medicine " as the doctor. Let Mr. Marte"' briflg
in the Bill next session, and the vote of this sesso Vill be
reversed. The more promptly lie acts the botter, or the 0ùher
side may steal the thunder first. CANADI'<SI1S'
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