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slip, strongîy dissuading the Indians from making peace with the Englisb.
In Letter XVI. Pichon states that hoe bas a knowledge fatal (une fatale
connaissance) to the contention, that the Frenchi were not to bo blamed for
Inidianl outrages, and that this contention, made by De R{aymond to the
French Government, wvas accompanied by a private memorandum, of which
the following is part:

"The minister will easily guess that I have made this statement in
8ucli a way that it can be shown to the ambassadors of His Britannie
Majesty, and that I have taken good care not to insert in it the barbarous
acts of the savages."

The saine Pichon, whose mother's naine was Tyrreil, was the author of
the "lTyrrell Papers," a manuscript volume among the Nova Scotia
archives, extracts from which have been printed by Mr. T. B. Akins in lis
valuable "ISelections froma the Public Documents of Nova Scotia." As
reported in this publication (p. 230), M. Duquesne, Governor-General of
1Iew France, wrote on the lSth of October, 1754, to M. Le Loutre:
"Your policy of threatening the English by your savages is an excellent

elne. They will fear thema stili more when they do strike. The present
Position of this colony demands that I should cause the negotiations of the
1E1igish with the savages to be broken up," etc.

0f ail the means employed by the Frenchi to attach the Indians to their
Side, says Pichon in the seventh of bis Letters, "1religion is beyond a doubt
the Inost effective," and Il the form of worship which best suits the savages
iS that of the Romnan communion." DG Raymond seems to bave shared, if
hie did nlot inspire, these opinions of his secretary. "lConsuit your patri-
arch, who bias the feelings (entrailles) of a father for you," hoe said to the
Indians hin bis speech dissuadling thein from peace, in wlîich address bie
8lludes to the Frencb monarch as baviný, "Iabove hima only the true God of
whorn hie bas given you a knowledge for the salvation of your souls." On
the saine occasion, alter detailing the real or imaginary atrocities of the
]English, bie observed (witb a Tartuffian expression of holiness, one may
suppose, and perhaps with an invisible smilo> :-" I do not recaîl s0 many
atrocious acts, my cbildren, to excite you to a cruel and barbarous war. A
true Christian is incap)able of inciting you so (cl' une pareille instigation).1

'the maniuscript recomnmissioning the Indian sachenm, Sequidoualouet,
"bis zeal and affection for the religion and for tbe service of the king," it
Ste be observed, are the only qualifications recited.

Notwithstanding tbat bis book seems inarkod by philosophic frankness,
riotwithstafldjfg that it adopts a Ciceronian moLLo to the effect that a
hisltorian's first duty is not to dare to narrate falsehoods, and bis second
duty 'lot to dare to suppress truths, notwitbstanding that an Englisb
translation of the work (London, I 760), bas in the tiLle page the added
Words, IIBy an Impartial Frenchm.in," yet Pichon is known to have
furnlished secret information to the English in Nova Scotia for some years;
and, as a traitor, bis testimony sbould of course be accepted with great
diffidence and reserve. But bis treachery seems only to bave hegun in
1753, When bie had ceased to serve De iRaymond, wbo bad hrought bîmi ont
frOrn France as bis secretary; and lus interesting account of the Indian
POlLCY of bis countrymen in Nova Scotia is certainly corroborated hy the
~fding of the manuscripts now under our consideration.

There is some reason for suspecting, that one ohject of the governors of
Cap' Breton in thus formally commissioning an Indian chief was to scr
fOr the savage the furtive aid of the Ilneutral " Acadians. On tbe l6th
Of May, 1753, the peace still nominally existing between France and
Eý11glarid and the Micmacs baving lately concluded a treaty witb the latter
POwer, Antbony Casteel deposedc("' Selections from the Public Documents
Of Nýova Scotia," p. 696) that hie and six sbipmates and Lbeir sloop were
treacherousîy captured not far from Halifax by "lMajor" Cope, a Micmac
ch'ef. After killing and scalping Casteel's comrades, the savages came to
a Flerenan's bouse, where Ilthey demanded provisions, wbicb. the French-

In'lWOuld bave excused biunself from giving, demanding tlieir orders, on
"Whicîl the Indians produced a paper signed ' Delausett' (a French officer
Porantarlding at Fort Gasparo), which lie was desired to read." This paper
CORn'U'aded the French inhabitants, as nearly as the deponient could ro-
I'eraber the words, Ilwherever this detachment passes to f urnish them with

ataluniionand provisions and any other necessaries, tboy heing upofi the
izflge'l duty." Af ter reading, this the Frenchman gave the Indians powder

an 1rvsions, receiving therefor a certifleate, which the deponient was
requred to draft.

d Wh '1ording of Sequidoualouet's commission, without constituting a
deeided breach of the peace, was admirably ealculated to make ignorant

k1cuikacs and Ilneutraîs " suppose that war existed, virtually if not officially,
betweell the rival powers. It forms another illustration of the. unscrupu-

lOe% Policy Of thb Frenchu in Acadia, another proof that they neyer meant

to keep the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, and another argument for thb ex-
pediency of expatriating the Acadians-for the wisdomn of the plan, but
not for the mode of its execution. F. BLAKE CROFTON.

TH1E SCIJOOL LEADERS.

TrIE School Readers question, since the advent of the new Minister of
Education, bas assumed another and a perplexing aspect. The Hon. Mr.
Ross, if we may trust the quasi-officiai editorial in the Globe of Tbursday
last, bas evidently no idea of being bampered by the legacies of bis office.
He must find it embarassing, however, to act with independence if hoe is
forced to bave regard to the responsibilities of bis colleagues for their
share in producing the miuddle into which educational matters-particular-
ly concerning the authorization of the School Readers-bave of late fallen.
Againstjust sudh folly as the new Ministerwould seein to ho conscions of were
the Education Office and the Provincial Administration again and again
warned by writers in one at least of the Educational journals, as well as
by non-political friends in Lhe teaching profession, and by the zealot s of a
competent and pure administration of the Education Departmnent The
most urgent appeals were repeatedly made to the Government and to the
acting-Minister of Education on bebaîf of a single set of readers for the
sehools of the Province; but though the counsellings of manifest wisdom,
these appeals were disregarded, and the Executive made itself responsible
for the basty and impolitic authorization of two series of rival Readers and
the rejection of a third-the latter of which, ail things considered, being
the one miost wortby of authorization, and the set of Readers that fnlly
tbree-fourths of the teachers of the Province are now insisting shahl ho the
one series autborized for exclusive use in the schools. IL is littie to the
credit of the Central Committee that the series which was rejected or
ratIer jockeyed ont of consideration, when the three sets were submitted
for its report to guide the Goverlnment in its decision, is now seen to ho the
one almost universally called for by the Leacbing profession of the Province,
as the Reading Books hest adapted both for literature and for teaching
purposes, of the several series oflered to the Department. It is the author-
ization of this series, wbich the Government cannot îîow ignore or longer
shut out from competition, that the new Minister finds hiimself necessitated
to deal witb. UInfortunate.ly, as the public are aware, two series have al-
ready been authorized, and the din of their assanîts on LIe school-doors of tIe
Province bias for montbs back heen a scandal and disgrace. To lot loose the
forces of'a third puhlishing-house, in the rude rivalry for place in tIe schools,
the Minister no doubt feels would be little short of a public calamity. The
injnry to Education and the demoralization of Lbe profession wbicb bave
followed the sanctioning of the two sets of Readers, would ho intensified
by the authorization of a third, however jnst and politic the act would ho
in itself. To meet the difficulty, the Minister would seelu to wish to undo
the acts of bis colleagnes, to ho disposed to withdraw the authorizations
that bave been already given, and to suhmit tIe wlbolo maLter anew for
consideration. The impelling motive, according to the G!lobe, is LIe desiro
to have but one series of IReaders, the choice of the three submnitted, or a
composite one, formed of the best volumes of the varions competing issues
-as may ho found practicable in tIe Minister's niegotiations with the pub-
lishers. To ho free to take this line, the Minister of Education -must first,
however, arrange a delicate bit of business. To withdraw -the authoriza-
Lions that bave heen granted, in view of the expenditure on the manufac-
ture of the books and the outlay incurred in securing their introduction
into the schools, cannot ho legally or morally set about without compensat-
ing the publishers interested. To ask the Legislature for an appropria-
tion for any sucli purpose would obviously ho fatal just now to the Govern-
ment, which bas, sins enough to answer for in connection with many
years mal-administration of education, and whicb, moreover, is primarily
responsible for Lbe scandal arising out of the advertising and canvassing
operations of the rival publishing firmns. If LIe appropriation cannot ho
asked for, what must ho donel An apparent solution of Lbe prohlem is
binted at in an anticipated compromise witb Lbe publishing-houses, whichi
would enable the Education Department to select a series of IReading Books
from LIe tbree separate ones in Lbe market, and ia returu the Department
would secure Lo each surrendering frim of publisbers the benefits arising
from the exclusive manufacture of Lhe volume or volumes selected to formi
part of the finally authorîzed series. The obstacles in the way of effecting
this arrangement, not to speak of Lhe doubtful results of accepting and
placing in the scbools a patch-work series of iReaders, are many, and we
fear, insurmountable. The wholesale expenditures and portentous rival.
ries of the publisbinglhouses interested are not likeîy to ho appeased with a
sop; nor will public interest and public morals be protected hy allowing


