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MINORS AND TIIEIR PREMIUMS.

The decision given on Monday by ,Judge Reynolds,
of Brockviile, regarding thse action of J. 0. Hutton,
Kingston, district inspector of the Canada Lite Assur-
ance Company, is important. He brought suit against a,
cheesemaker for thse amount of a promissory note given
as first premium.

The defendant was eighteen years of age at thse tiinv
of giving the note, and repudiated te claim on tht'
ground that the Gananoque agent had agreed that if lis
financial position titi fot warrant its payment no action
would' be taken. He also pleaded infancy, lue being,
under twenty-one years of age, and that by the loss of
$120 through a eut in the cheese which he mtle hc wa.s
unable to pay thse note. judge Reynolds originally founti
against thse defendant on the f acts, but reevdjudg.
nienton thse question of law. After due consideýration fie
bas handed out.bis decision in favor of thse plaintiff, with
costs.

Probably several hundreds of similar notes have- been
given by minors for insurance throughout Ontario. De-
fences similar to that made by the cheesemaker may be
madie again. If so,,the 'life companies nowv know tbat
such a defenoe cuts neither ice nor cheese.

ARE MOREý FIRE INQUESTS NECESSARY?

The two fire inquests beld in this cotuntry turing
thse past few weeks bave at least justifieti the mua-s-
ures taken to protect thse interests of thse inisurance"
companies. Contradictory cvitience was much to ise
fore. These two cases are sub judice; only thse prîin-
cipiescan be discuss ed now.

Playing with lire is a habit which begins wîth child-
hooti. In criminals it develops into intentionai inen-
tiiarism. In lunaties, it takes the forn of insane inceni-
diarism. Fire insurance.companies bave long been the
unhappy object of the.scalawag's enterprise. For soni
reason, it is thought often that the unterwniîters lacIs
business acumnen anti recognition of the tiishonest. So 'me
glaring attempts to defraud insurance interests are on
record.

Perhaps the chief aid to incentiiarism is the imeins-e
area a fire will'cover in a short period. Plans for a lire
may be carefully laid and the match applied. The in-
cendiary looks on with wel1-feigped horror and the insur-
ance, companies are as;ked to put their hands into tIse
treasury box. Tt cannot be said that tIse judicial spirit
leans towards the companies whenever a case comnes
into thse, courts. Tt is often difficuit to, collect evidence
against the alleged lire swindler.

Thse fauît in the past may have been that we have
not had a suflicient inumiber of lire inquests. If it is
knowvn that the companies do flot intend to settie dlaims
without thse most thorough investigation, thse operations
of the man who makes bis living with the, aid of the
flames and thse înoney of the underwriters, wiIl be con-
siderably curtaiied.

LIFE. ACCIDENT, AND OASUALTY HOTES.

The Assize Court at Mi-Iton, ,Ont., has awarded. the
widow of S. Moorhead $x,oo>o damages. The man was killed
while at labor ini the Toronto Brick Company's werks.

The High Court at Sandwich, Ont., have awarded $xsoo
dantages against Tilbury North -township to Mr. Bernas,

who claimeti $5,000 damages for the death of his son wvho
drove into a creek buside a, public liîghway.

Application w iii bc made at the next session of Parlia-
ment for an act to inicorporate the London and Lancashire
Plate Glass and lindeinnîty Companty of Canada. Smnith,
Rae and Greer, ut 1 oronto, arc solicitors for the applicants.

* )ê * *

M'ýr. R. R. Bruih, xsho bas been viinh the Dominion
Kaiii for th(> iast ihrcu or fotr years, hai, takenü a position
uiîh Messrs. Ailan, Lonýig, killain & McKay, of Wminnpeg.
MNr. Brouh uiil bu mn the 11,, a(ccident anid bonding depart-

In the paragLraph publishejd in last week's issue relating
to Ilhe prenuumiiis of varions life insurance companies of

Maiitob, i wa sttedthat the anlount thus receiveti by thse
F-xcelsior 1Lite, linuraucc Company in 19o6 was $7b,36 7 .

'I is iturcts nerretthe right amtounit bcîng $39,572,
txhch how. te stîsacttyincrease over 190O7, when the

îiriiiuiïswer $.~,~l, f $2,51 i. The figure $78,367 re-
'l.~n ise totaýl riumlili reçepts froin the threc western

Thse flooper-liolines Bureau of New York, to whïcb most
of the accident companies report their claims, shows in its
atînual report that 5.io per cent of the clainis last year were
made by persons who have had two or more previous dlaims.
There were 4,400 xxho clainied îndeninity for the third tîne,
9_),4 for the fourth time, 65 for the fifth time, and go on.
There was une muan who had made ten dlaims on thse same
comp13any. TIse accident, like the fire habit, seems to bot
griowing.

FIELD WORK.

Mr. Borebam Givcs Some Valuable Pointers in Paper,
]Read Before Nova Scotia Underwriters.'

M çii like to be canvasseti. Tihis M'as thie sitatement of Mr.
G. E. tore n i a valuable paper read beoethe Nova
~coîa .if Uderwritcrs Association at 1aiax do tiot

flcill, lie conitinni, that business muen sit îln their offices;
atiTl g for ani :iiistrance man to conte along and can-

VaS'. itemi, butt nione of us are averse to having a'brÎggbt,
hustiît saesmn crneinito our office anti present bits case.

I nwthaýt I iwy listen with a good deal of interest to
le storY of a1 bookn agenit, andi, while it is trtîe that 1 do

'lo1(day give li iml anorder, yet I offten get information
front1 imii tilat is valtuable. So that insteadý of hiaving to

an1z ; effort to, go and sec men, we can eaýsily nliake it a

SIiouid Study Prospecte Weil.
A common fauit with us ail is' ourmethoti of present-

inig ottr case. Everybody knows that we shottld finti ont as
far as possible ail about our prospects, circumstances andi
connlietions, andi yet bow many of. us take the trouble to
really do go? Is it not a fact that we go on the Spur of the
mioment, trusting to our kçnowledge of insurance to get us
an application? It is realiy wonderful that vie get as mucbi
business as we (Io, because we do flot study otîr prospects,
beforehand at aIl. lu almost every other profession men
have to spend yeairs in preparatory work before they go be-
fore the public, andi it would be finie well sperît for us if we
took a little wbile before going to sc Our man, andi pre-
pare our case, just as, for instance, a lawyer bas to doý be-
fore going into Court.

Imagine the lawyer's predicament if he w'ent into Court
anti trusteti to whatever circumstgnces might ýirise to win
him lis case. Docs be not have ail the arguments prepareti
beforehanti to meet the conditions of that snecial case?

Tt is flot «rinow much we say"-it is "what we say."
Wbat is it that makes one mani so nxuch more înteresting than
another? Is it not the way he bas of saying things? He
seems to say the right thîng at the lright moment, andi we
like to talk to himt beçause hie ils interesting. Nearly every
maun you go to now-a-days wiil admit at once the value of
insuiranice anti the wisdom 'of carrying it. but it is up to the
aigent to so present the case that it wiIl be interesting, anti
wilI -irrcst the attention of his hearer.
Origirtfty Telle.

Be origin.il. Makee every word count. Do not taik
,generalities. Have a definite proposition, and stick to it.
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