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for Canadian vohunteers, it is flot the War
Office that should be consulted. There
shouid have been a royal commission before
this money was sperat, and the fuilest inquiry
into everytbing connected with the present
state of the militia.

It is useless to spend $3,000,000 an a vol-
unteer force wbach is disorganized in other
respects. When there is discontent in the
ranks, when there is piotting and intriguîng
among officers; af battallions ta get rid af
their superiors, giving themn new equipments
is flot ail that is required. Understand, 1
ar n ot opposed ta the getting af good equip-
ment for aur volunteers. 1 bave always been
the flrst ta demand proper equipmpflit, but 1
tbink that the volunteers themselves, and
we in this House, sbould have a voice in say-
ing what rifles and equipments they sbouid
get. 1 wouid ask, has the Lee-Enfield rifle
been tested in active service by any portion
af the Britisb armny

MR. DICKEV-The barrel bas been tested
and the breecb action separately.

MR. CAsEY-Tbe breech action is the
saine as the Lee-Metford ?

MR. DICKEY-Yes.
MR. CASEY-Arîd that bas been tested in

actuai service ?
MR. DICKEY-Yes.
MR. CASEY-Has the rifle already been

used in active service ?
MR. DICKEY-Tbe Enfieid barrel bas, but

riot with the Metford-Lee breech.
MR. CASE-I tbank we should bave besi-

tated before adopting a rifle that bas not
been tried in active service. We know
wbat tbe Lee-Metford is and wbat it
wili do in active service. 1 know the
theory on wbich the dlaim ta the superiority
af the Lee-Enfild is advanred. Ibere is a
difeérence in the graovang. The Lee-Metiord
bas a rifling ai small rîdges. r7he En-
fild barre], whicb is appiied ta the Lee-
Enfield, bas shallow grooves anstead, and it
is ciairned that that wii have a better effect
than tbe Lee-Metford. If it bas flot been
tried in active service or by the firing ai a
great many rounds, we do flot know what
the etfect ai the bard-cased buliet, whicb is
used an this rifle, and which is coated with
German silver, would bave upon the shaliow
graoving peculiar ta the Enfleld rifle. 1
wouid consider, as an aid user ai rifles, that
the sballow grooves wouid be apt ta wear
out under the strain.

MR DICKEY-The repart ai the experts
in connection with the War Department is
that the lufe af the Enfield barrel, watb the
Lee brecch action, is three times the lufe ai
tbe Metford barrel.

MR. O'BRIEN-Tbat depends upon the
powder.

MR. DICKEY-Under the samne condi-
tions, with the cordite ainmunitioa.

MR. CASEY-The hon. gentleman tells me
that the War Office experts say tbey bave
compared the lufe ai the barrel wath these

two différent grooves. That bas been èx-
perimented on an the workshops by flring a
number ai rounds?

MR. DICKEY-I presume so.
MR. CASEY-If that be the case, it is

strange that the Lee-Ecafleld bas flot re-
placed the Lee-Metford in the British army.

MR. O'BRIEN-it is replacang it.
MR. CASEY-Dc, 1 understand ira-n the

hon. Minister that the Lee-Enfieid is now
being manuiactured for the British arrny trn-
stead ai tbe Lee-Metford?

Mr. DICKEY-Yes.
MR. CASEY-Weil, that is a question for

experts. I can remember wben tbe Martini-
Henry was introduced, and knew the chair-
man ai the committee ai experts wbo secured
the adoption af the Martini-Hen.y, but the
opinion ai experts in regard ta the Martini-
Henry rifle was far from being borne out by
the artuai performance af that rifle.

MR. DICKEY-It is a gaad rifle.
MR. CASEY-It is a good rifle. The point 1

make with regard to a Martini- Henry is that
while there is suit a difference ai opinion
anaiong autharities as ta the Lee-Metford and
the Lee-Enfleld, wbiie these rifles are very
costiy-I bave forgotten the exact price per
rifle-

MR. DICKEY-The price is f4 i3s. 6d.
with the bayonet and scabbard.

MR. CASEY-Wel, these are compara-
tively hîgh prices, and wbile we couid ob:aan
a large stock ai Martinîs at a very iaw figure,
as tbey are being repiaced in the British
army by the other rifle, 1 tbink at wouid
bave been iess extravagant if we had cam-
menced with oniy a few thousand ai the
magazine rifles, and had in the meantame
filled Up aur corps very cbeapiy, probabiy
for notbing, with the dascarded Martini-
Henrys fromn the British army. When I say
"discarded " 1 do not mean ta suggest that

there is any fauit in the weapon. Many
thousands absolu:eiy niew, the British Gav-
ernment bave no use for, and they probabiy
wouid have presented these ta an important
coiony sucb as Canada if we had asked for
them. At any rate, îhey couid bave been
had at a cheap rate. Except the ncw maga-
zine rifle, tbey are the best armn in the world,
and are stiîl very useful, tbough imperfect in
detaxis ta wbich 1 need not now refer. 1 arn
aware that the hon. member for Muskoka
(Mr. O'Brien) and some others in the militia
have a iingering preference for the aid
Snider over tbe Martini, in wbich preference
1 cannat jain tbem, knowing that the Mar-
tini, thouqb a bard-kicking rafle, and bard
ta clean and ail that, is mucb more accurate
at a long range. My first point, then, is that
we wouid have consuited econonay if we bad
got a iew thousand magazine rifles at a time,
and bave fi lied up, for t base who dad not get
magazine rafles, with Martini-Henry's. Then,
1 take it for granted that the ammunition ta
be bought wili be cordite ammunîtion. Of
course, it is prctty weil understood nowadays,

at any rate it was claimed in a recent and
very important debate in the British House
an wbich the fateof Government was at stake,
tbat cordite ammunitian does flot keep very
weil. We shall probably bave ta import it
in small quantities or else manufacture it an
this country. The manufacture bas been
commenced bere, I undcrstand. 1 do flot
tbink that is the cheapest way ta get it, but
we couid flot bring in a large quantity, as it
cou!d flot be relied upon ta keep.

(Coninuect in our next issue)

DEVELOPMENT 0F SMALL ARMS.TH ERE as a curiaus uncertainty witb
regard ta the effectiveness ai the mod-
ecn smail-bore rifle, and an impression

is gradually gaining graund that the arn-
provements in the mechanism of the wea-
pon, in the explosive power ai the charge,
and the increased velocity ai the bullet, do
not justîfy in their results the same amn-
aunt ai confidence as did the less per-
fect pattern used by aur troaps a few
years back. For, aiter ail, perfection in
war amplements lies in the deadiiness
of thear effects, and, though ancreased veio.
cîty bas been taken ta mean at ail tames
increased advantage in this respect, recent
experirnents apparentiy go sarne way ta
prove the contrary. Up ta a certain point
the inventor appears to have been able ta
produce a destructive weapan, but, witbi the
perfection ai what bas naw corne ta be an
art, no corresponding advantage is gained,
and experts on ai sides are agreed that be-
fore the mare recent developments, we bad
a weapon that, if raugher and iess accurate,
cauld be relied upon for daing cons;derably
more damage ta an appasing force than is
possible with the new one.

The French experiences an Madagascar,
and the reports ai the German colonial
troops in Africa, are almost entirely in ac-
cord wîtb aur own knowiedge ai the effects
af this weapan. Tbere seemns ta be a general
unanirnîty af opinion that the ' stapping
power " ai the builet is insufici''ent, and,
aithough the statement may appear some-
what in the light ai a paradox, it is a weli-
recagnized fact by musketry experts that tbe
greater the accuracy ai the weapon itseli the
less heavy is tbe " butcher's bill " lakely ta be.
A higher initial velocity, a iess severe recail,
and a flatter trajectory render shooting
casier, and consequentlv tend ta foster a cer-
tain amaurat ai carelessness on the part of
the firer. Added ta this, the soldier bas the
knowledge that if bis flrst shot wath the
magazine rifle fails, he can discbarge rapidly
bal a dozen other buliets, wbicb, in case ai
imminent danger, wouid probably also be
fired witbaut much attempt at taking aim.
The value ai fire discipline wiil, with the
smiaii-bore magazine rifle, become afianfi-
nately greater importance than bitherto, and
in the modern battle àt will flot be the force
whicb expends the greatest numnber ai bul-
lets wbich wiii win, but the anc whose bul-
lets are directed with tbe gratest precision
and accuracy at the requîred object-Horse
Guards Gazette.


