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one thing very clearly—namely, the extent to which
Anglican writers feel assured the minds of their party
are besoited by prejudice, when itis conceived pro-
bable that such glaring falsehood will pass current
among them, and escape their censure. We give
our. contemporary fair notice that we will not let this
matter drop. Te must vindicate limself by publish-
ing.thie names, or he shall be lield up to public excera-

tion 2s. an ‘odious: calumniator.-

THE LAW OF MARRIAGE.
(From the sume.)

The bill for the amendment of the Jaw of marriage,
which was introduced into the House of Commons
last session, by Mr. Stuart Wortley (now Llecorder
of Loudon), was, as our readers will recollect, delay-
od to so late a period in the Lower Iouse, where it
passed the third reading by a large majority, that it
was never carried up to the House of Lords.  Inthe
ensuing session, we have reason to believe, the 1ea-
sure will be introduced into the House of Pecevs by an
influentizl member of their lordships’ house ; the pro-
moters of the proposed amendment of the law having
reselved no longer to waste their strength in the
House of Cominous, butat once go to the House of
Lords, where the Act of 1835, wlhich first made mar-
viage between a widower and the sister of his deceas-
ced wife absolutely void, originated. The bearing of
Lhis question upon the interests of the Catholic body
will al ence be seen by a perusal of the evidence of
his Eminence Cardinal Wiscinan, who was examined
hefore the commissioners appointed by the Crown o
ezamine the Law of marriage in the year 1848,
From the reign of Henry the Light down to the year
1835, marringe between a widower and the sister of
liis deceased wite was eoidable culy, and wot wvid,
and unless the marriage were called in question while
loth the busband and wife were living 3 it was valid
to all intents and purposes. By the statute 5 and 6,
WIlL IV, c. 54, all such marriages are declared to
be absolulely null dud void {rom the beginning 5 and
of course it is obvious that this law interferes directly
with the discipline of the Catholic Clureh. The
Church, 25 a general rule, forbids marriages of the
Jkind mentioned, but she does not hold that they are
contrary to the word of God in the new law, and, on
consideration of special clrcunstances, admnits themon
dispensation. So ihat while the Catholic Clureh
says that the sacrament of matrimony way lawfully
be celebrated where a dispensation 1s first had, the
law of the Iand says, that asa civil rite it is null and
void! "'wo Catholics may be united together either
in England or some forcign country, in lawful matri-
mony, according to the laws of Holy Church, and yet
by the law of England their issue would wevitably be
illegitimate.  An anomzlous state of things such as
this could hardly have failed to produce mischicf, and
Cardinal 'Wiseman has mentioned numerous cases,
where the greatest hardship and suflering have been
occasioned by the present Jaw; adding that the clergy
are often placed in the most painful perplexity, be-
tween ileir duties to the Church and {o thelaw. The
marriage bill makes no alteration whatever in the
laws of the Istablished Church, and that being so, we
are al a loss to know on what principle of justice
members of the Church of IEnoland clain to unpose
¢ their Jaows” of marriage on Catholies, Protestant
Dissenters, and Jews,  That there is no soctal argu-
ment of any weight against the proposed amendinent
of the Law, the report of the Commissioners we think
amply proves; on the contrary the Commissicners
report, that on social grounds an alteration of the law
is hmperatively called for.

CATHOLIC INTELLIGEKGE,

CARDINAL WISEMAN ON CONVERSIONS TO
CATHOLICITY.

On Sunday week alecture was delivered by Cardinal
WViseman, at St. Gieorge’s, Southwark, on the subject
of conversions 1o the Catholic Faith, The lecturer
commenccd by showing that il there was one charac-
teristic more than another which the present age was
ambitious of obtaining, it was that of being an age of
unceasing progress and advancement. Jn every de-
partinent under the control of luman retivity there
was a desire to advanee, impatience of delay, and
little or no reverence for expericnce. Everything
was shifting and experimental, and nearly all were
looking with anxiety towards the future. In the
midst of all this change there stood one power which
had stability for its very essence, which had the past
to calm and guide it; and was sceured by an unfailing
promise. This was the Church of Gtod—the Catho-
lic Church—which in principle was unchangeable,
which, admitling the great doetvine of infullibility as
the basis of all its dogmas, preveated progress or
advance in what related to the great truths once
committed to it. Therefore it was that to many that
Church was an object of hatred and offence.  Vhey
saw that though the whirling, boiling torrent might go
around it, and. fret against it, yet it trembled not, 2l
removed not, but remained as it was before—the
rock of ages. Strange to suy, while this was the
only stable element, there was nothing in the age
that was making more progress, or was aliways more
completely up to the level of the development of the
human mind.  Literature and science, however they
might advance, found Catholics in their foremost
ranks, ready to compete with others in research, in
intelligence, in practical wisdom. Colonies were
planted in the extremities of the carth, where there
could be no barrier to free and independent thought ;
the Catliolic was there before, or with others, and
before the infant Republic had assumed its shape, the
Catlolic worship was established in a pile which,
perhaps, towered over the Luts and cottages of the
early settlers, 'To listen to the popular theories
respecting the Catholic religion, one might believe

that the only atmosphere in which it could flourish
was one congenial to the darkness and gloom of
superstition and ignorance ; that in order for it to
reach its maturity and its perfection, fetters must be
placed upon the mind, and the reasoning powers of
man be chained down to servile obedience. Well,
the experiment had been tried.  Trance had declared
itselfr a Rlepublic, and the Clergy of that country
would tell them that there had been a great gain to
religion since the form of government was changed.
And was it not strange that at this very ‘moment,
when their religion had been inore larsbly dealt with
in this country than at any previous period within
their wemory—when it had been held up to contempt,
and cven exscration—when from cvery extreme of
the press, from every pulpit of the chvreh and the
meeting-lhouse, irom cvery platforn of every city and
county of the empire, there had come forth the most
fearful  denunciations-—denunciations more terrible
than any which even inspired writers had ventured to
use respeeting Ileathenism—uwas it not strange that
at that moment conversions should be multiplied, and
persons of intellizence, and sense, and education, and
high character, should be embracing, day afler day,
the religion of a sect which, like the ewrly Chiristians,
are everywhere coutradieted 2 ¢ \Why s this 2 was
A question which everybody must naturally be asking
himself,  Of the fact there could be no doubt, and
little did those who had been agitating the public
mind know the calm and confident Jool with which
the Catholic had gazed upon all that he had witnessed.
The certuinty which Catholics felt that their religion
must and would make progress, not only in spite, but
in consequence, of alf that had been done to prevent
it. He dated from all this warfwe against the
Chlureh of God a period of progress far beyond what
they had yet seen.  Why, then, was the Catholic
religion making visible progress in this country ? One
simple reason was this, that in every age and in every
place where two systems of thought stood in anta-
eonisin to cach other, the loss of one must be the
other’s gain.  The Chureh established in this country
by law was losing. e did not say that this was a
test of truth, but it was a reality.  If In politics or
toleration, or anything clse, which divided wen into
partics, one side was naturaily losing ground, aud the
other as certainly guining, that might be o transition
from teuth to errer. Dut how stood the present
case 7 'The Catholic Church had lost at times—lost
most deplorably 3 but even at that great epoch, when
(his country separated itself fram the communion off
the whole Catholic Churcly, there was a vialent
action, a wrenching off by force of one hraneh of the
tree.  The Reforimation was the work of one gene-
ration or little more, and then it settled down with no
farther power of progress, but rathier, in later times,
with a constant tendency to dissolution. Tn like
manner, at the close of the last century, the Chureh
of France sunk as a prey to infidelity ; but there was
no other system to gain ground—all was chaos and
disorder—and no seoner did the tine for building up
arrive, than the Catlholic Church retwrnéd to its
place. It pleased Cod to keep a germ still alive in
this country, which prevented us from being, like
Sodom and Gomorrah, ulterly destroyed. It was
certain that for every ene that the Catholie Chureh
gained, the Clurch of England lost; there was a
distortion of equilibrivm, which passed from the onc
side going to the other, and weakening it.  More-
over. [rom the Church of Lngland, and not from il
Catholic Chuvch, had sprung that multitude ol religious
denominalions which constituted o great a proportion
of the population.  Now, this was an imaportant test
of the truth of a religion,  If it were in a state of
constant loss and diminution, the guestion naturslly
urose, what were its future prospeets?  The Estab-
lished Chureh claimed exclusively what had been so
lately termed tervitorial jurisdiction; i claimed to
have its Bishops considered the Pastors of the popu-
lation of every city and every comnfy. Elow did it
discharge this tremendous responsibility 2 Tt was

Jjealous of exceptions ; it had again calied upon Catho-

lics, through its officinl organs, 1o join in communion
with it, and had denounced them as schismaltics, for
refusing to do so; but had it come to them as the
shepherd sceking the lost sheep, tracking them through
the desert, and kindly oflering to bear them on his
shoulders, or promised to teach them the true Faith,
unity of doctiine 7 What hope bad they that if they
jained this Church, she would do anything for them?
Why, it was acknowledged that in this very metro-
polis theve were bundreds of thousands of people who
bad ro religion whatever. Were they (o be cared
for as they were? Were they to be loved and
instructed as they were? Could the Chureh of
England liepe that she would bring the whole body of
Dissenters and Catlioties into her communion?  No,
and he would tell them why. e did not believe
that there was in the Church of England the consci-
ousness, the assurance, that what they were doing, what
they were teaching, was the work of God.” That
assurance is an heirloom of the one only Catholic
Church of God, and was incommunicable to any other
body. Tle total waut of power in the Established
Clireh, was, then, one source of gain to the Catholic
Church.  There wus a smail phalanx of learned men
who had left the Clurch of England after mature
deliberation, though such was not the case, perbaps,
ol the great bulk of the converts. "What was it that
brought these men to the Catholic Chureh 2 Why,
almost invariably the feeling that there wasno common
principle among their teachers to guide them under
every variety of circumstances. They found, too,
that there was no food for their souls—tlat there was
none of the ardent spirit of piety circulated oy prac-
tised which their souls longed for ; and they at lengtl:
fouad that there was no resource for them but to
come to the Catholic Chureh, and ihere seel for all
fbey had before sought in vain. The Church of
Lngland lost, therefore, not merely for want of fervor

in itself, but by the actua) defection of its most

valuable supports ; and therc must be an inherent and
radical defect in a system which threw off’ from itsell
whatever was most sound, vigorous, and healthful.
But he should be doing an injustice to the Catholic
cause if he represented it as gaining merely by the
imperfection of other systems. That such was not
the case would be cvident on considering what were
the instruments made use of in the work of conversion.
It had often been said that a great many persous em-
braced the Catholic religion irom a love of its ritual,
its solemn functions, its imposing ceremonial, what was
termed theatrical display by persons who understood
not what they saw in a Catholic Church. It was,
perhaps, 2 singular circumstance, that of those who
were converted, by far the greater part, as far as his
experience went, hud never previously been in the
least degree familiar, or even acquainted with Catho:
lic vites and ceremonies. Many had not a single
Cutholic acquaintance, and had never spoken. to a
Catholic Priest in their lives, until they cane to ask
to Le received into communion with that Church. A
great munber of persons who were converted lived at
a distance from any Catholic place of worship ; and
constantly were they receiving Jetters from persons in
the country, who were living in their families, and had
never spoken to a Catholic, but who yet fult an
earnest desive to become acquainted with Catholic

doclrines, or even at once to embrace the Faith, Ile

did not believe there had yet been onc single convert
brought to the Catholic religion merely by what was
calied the imposing efiect ol the Catholic ceremonial.
Again, it was supposed that there was some strange
art, some faseination, by which Catholies, and the
Catholic Clergy in particular, coiled themsclves round
the mind of an individuu, and dragged him into the
Cluweh without his having the power of resistance.
On this subject a few simple facts wonid be butter
than any statements of opinion.  1Te believed it (o be
a peculiarity of the present times that conversien was
no longer, as it frequenily used to be, externzl, hat
had its growth almost entirely within the mind of its
subject. In former times it was the reading of 2
coutroversial work, or the hearing of a sermon, that
indaced persons to think about the Roman Catholic
veligion ; there was disputation and controversy 3 now,
the external work was little more than the mdividual™
making a profession of Faith, and passing through the
necessary steps.  “This, surely, did not vesult fiom
any art of theirs; it wust, humanly specking, be the
result of the working of the mind itseff, of ilouszht,
reflection, inward conviction, and a careful cxamina-
tion of what was passing aveuwnd, Iumauly speaking,
ke repeated, for it was the grace of God, and that
alone, which made converts to the Catholic veligion.
They were astonishied at the strange visitations, the
irvesistable calls, which impelled men to come to the
Cliureh to seek, not for case, not for happiness, but
for salvation. But it wonld be said, * Yours is an
easy religion ; it holds out so many temptaticns.” It
would be ditheult to convince men out of the Chuich
how false that view was, If a Catlolic changed kis
religion to-day, he had only to take his seat in the
parish Churely, and curiosity to kuow who the new
comer was, was the only trinl to wkich Le would Le
subjeeted there. "There was nothing compulsory on
one who became a Protestant.  On the other hand,
what was the tvial of the Minister who, after having
been loved by his flock, and Jeoked up {o os i
father, became an Lumble Cathotic, submitted ta
confession, received absolution, and perliaps became
dependent on the bounty of others? Was all this
easy T Were there no sacrilices here? It was
heart-rending at times 1o sve the struggles through
which the convert had o pass.  Catholies well knew
that they trusted far more for the conversion of any
one, or fur ihe conversion of a wmultitude, to the
power of prayer, than lo any wmount of controversy,
of lecturing, reaching, writing, or persuasion. [
Catholics were asked to what they attributed the
conversions which had tuken place so frequently of
late years in England, they would reply 1o the fact,
that the whole Catholic Church was combined, weck
by week, in prayer lor the conversion of Iingland,
especially in what the Catholics considered the mast
solenm and efficucions form of prayer—that which
was cmbodied in sacrifices——prayer unceasingly ofler-
ed up for the conversion of this onee Tsland of Saints.
He was dlad that the eyes of the public were now
opened with regard to most of the doctrines of their
religion.  Open, straightforward declaration was now
the proper course for them, and he had no doubt that
they would make satisfactory progress.—(Tromreport
in the Daily News.)

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD
JOHN RUSSELL.
St. Jarlatl’s, Tuam, February 9, 1851.

%A man that beareth false witness agmnst his
neighbour, is like a dart, and a sword, amd a sharp
arrow.*—Proverbs.

My Lord—During the age of the recent-tempest
which was evoked by the incantation of your inaus-
picious letter, it was not to be expected that yowr
cars would have been accessible to calin and reason-
able remonstrance. Tt would have been difficult to
win attention amidst the stormy atmosphere with
whieh your lordship took care to be surrounded ; and
even stiil, though the finy of the storm has subsided
elsewhere, it is only that it may be worked to a more
fatal excitement by the polemical acrimony which has
been, even in this early stage, infused into the debates
of the Legislature. Allow me, my lord, respectlully
to inquire whether ihe condition of the people of the
United Kingdom is.so comfortable and satisfactory as
to release its Prime Minister from all solicitude
respecting their physical sufferings and privations, and
1o allow him full leisure to turn the House of Com-
mons into a stall of theologicel debate, displaying but

little of its light, and much of its noisy strife, while

warring against the shadowy phbantom of Papal
aggression.

To your lordship, the responsible adviser of the
Crown, the care of her peopleeis specially entrusted
as to a faithful steward, that ihey be provided with
food and the other material comforts of social exist-
ence in due season—a care sufliciently weighty for
the shoulders of the most robust minister, without
burthening himself with a superfluous solicitude for the
spiritual requirements of the Catholic portion of the
people, which every wise statesman would, as in duty
bound, leave to their legitimate guardians—the Bishops
and the Pope. Idow lave the material interests of
the country prospered under your administration?
Depopulated villages and fourishing churchyards—
poorhouses springing up, as the wavsions of the gentry
are falling down—Jreland wasted of her perishing
people, which the instinet of self~prescrvation is
pouring on the shores of England, and s‘.m-lling the
minister with the femdul grovth of that Popery {rom
the umage of which he recoils; these and similar
results, alas! too palpable to require detailed recital,
are the sad momunents which have risen during the
period of your deleguted power. I, then, the growing
structare of Catholicily ularms you in England, you
have heen yoursel! one of its most successinl areli-
teets—you have been furnishing its materials in
abundance, by tearing up the rieh and inexhaustible
quarry of the Cathotic Church in Ireland. Why
not, then, close this quarry, by providing, it not for
the prosperity, a state 1o which it would be presump-
tuous in then o aspire, at least for the ovdinary

comtforts und bare existence of the people at home
As long as your lordship neplects this sound and

necessary legislation, your surprise at the growth of
Popery in England is wonatural 5 for it is springing
{rom the neglected sufferings of Ircland, and is, there-
fore, in & great measure, the work of your own hands.

In this policy, however, you are but the unconscious
iustrument of a higher and more mysterious Provi-
dence, which turns. to its wise purposes the most
astute counsels of lostile statesmen. The very
persecntion which yon menace—tor, disguise it as yon
with, it s rank persecution—will have the efieet of
spreading and  conscliduting the Catholie Clureh,
agoinst which its rage ix to be directed.  The brute
force with which vowr lomiship is abeut to defend the
falling ramparts of ihe Drorestant Establishment, will
not fatl to awaken atteation to the congenial instru-
wments to which it hag Deen indebted for its first
erection.

The consequence of this histovical inguivy will be
an increasing lo the ranks of Catholics, of these
intellectun! men whose researches, guided by hnnility
and grace, will epen to their view and Uieir ablorrence
those appalling sceses of lust, and ervelly, and
sanerilege, amd spoliation, by which, in an evil bour,
ihat ecstablishment was ashered into  the world.
With the increasing munbers of sueh converts, the
tide of Cuthslic immigration {o your sleres will more
than keep pace—an immigration suve to be as steady
as the cruelty that contivues to propel it will be
untiving—until at length you hear the exiled Catholics
of Treiand addressing you from cvery quarter of
Tngland, in the lagurge of Levtuilian—+ ¥We have
Blled your cities, towns, felds, annics, senate 5% the
* conventicles * aloue we leave to youwselves.

Lesides tha sympathy we owe to the Catholies of
England as members of the same body, were we not
to be included in the community of penalties with
which they are threatened, we feel an additional
obligation to proficr them assistanee resulting from
your lordshit’s avown! that the Irish Clurel, still
more than ihe English Hicrarehy, had a shave in pro-
dueing this ininisterial exasperation. We feel indebied
to your lordship forthis candid acknowledzment 5 and
though the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, in
lis adniivable reply to the Primate of Treland, ajfudes,
with a peculiar deficacy, to the inereased seffering
that inay he brought uvpen the Clurceh of Ireland,
through the instrumentality of her sister in Logland,
your lordship enubles us to calm the aunxiety of his
Iminence on that scere, and to take our share in the
guilt or merit, as well as in the reward, ef that prove-
calion. ]

Yes, Ireland’s neble repudiation of the Infidel
Celleges 5 the consoling exhibition of the majesty of
its ancient and unbroken Iievarely in fhe Synod of
Thurles 5 its lirm and unconquerable resolve to ereet
a Cuatholic Tniversity, in despite of tlie poverty to
which it las been eonsigned, as well as the obloguy of
the nowiual friends but real enemics of edueaticn—
those are the erimey which have provoked your
resentment move than the establisliment of the Xng-
lish Llierarchy, il we are to julge by ihe foremost
position which they oceupy in your reported speech;
and for those Treland may well exclaim, ¢ Figo adsum
quit fect,” nor refuse to share with the Lierarchy of
Lngland ali the perils as well as the glory of the
coming persecution,

But, my lord, the acts of thal Synod sheuld not
have been distorted, nor its members held up to the
reproach of the assembled Legislature. "This is &
privilege which even g Minister of the Crown should
vot enjoy. The address of that Synod, which, allow
me {o tell your lordship, was not the act of a mere
majority, as reported in your speech, breathed neither
sedition nor the iustigation to any crime; on the
contrary, it was fraught with most generous counsels
to all classes of society ; and if these counsels were
more faithfully practised, society would be considerabily
improved. It is true, your lordship does not directly
accuse us of a want of feally to onr Sovereign ; but,
by ihe insinuation of a contrast, you would fain impress
on -your hearers that the Primate and {he present
writer should entertain thoughts mere consistent with
respect to the Throne and Legislature. It is not. by
the warmth with which they may flatter the caprices
of ministers the sentiments of allegiance and' fidelity
whieh men entertain for the T'hrone should be

measured.  Did I not appearto be.officious, in speak~



