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CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

THE TRUE WITNESS AND_

«THE MISSION OF TIHE IRISH RACE.”

, , Manday evening the lectlee toom of the Odd
‘Fellows® Hall was thronged witl a tumerous audience,
ai to_bcar Dr, Brownson upon this interesting
tnpic. After'a few prefiminary observations, Dr,
Browasan said, that the subject of bis lecture would
be the Mission of the Irish Race. Before proceed-
ing ta its direct discussion, Ne would remark that he
‘was far from nttaching so much ‘importance to the
difference of races, as. many are accustomed to do
at the present day. Wlatever difference may be dis-
covered among the people of the different countrics
of ‘the world, it must be remembered that God has
made of one blood all the nations of wmen; all have
human natare, and that nature is essentially the same
in all; no one race monopolizes all the virtues of hu-
manity, and no one is so degraded as to be incapable
of attaining. to the lighest human virtue.  Differ-
ences no doubt there are, but they are accidental.

" Qe race, at certain times, scems to {ake the lead

in some things—another race in others.  Tn some
vespeets the nglish, or the so-calied Anglo-Saxon
race, is at the present day at the head of the civilised
world, It takes the lead in industry, in commerce,
and manufactories, aod is pre-eminent in all thatcon-
corns the human animal; and if man wire a mere

* animal, with only animal wants, created for this world

rising above the malerial world,

_untiquity, than the Welsh or Armoricans.
“wilive fribes, or people, who have occupied the

alone, to be satisfied with purely material goods, it
would stand at the head of all the civilised races.
Bit if we suppose man to be erented for God, for
heaven, to find good here only by promise, and to
realise it only. hereaflter, as Christianily teaches, it
stands, not at the head, but at the foot.

Yet even the Anclo-Saxourace, whether in Greal
Dritain, or in the United Siates, is not incapable of
LZngland was onee
calied the Lsland of Saints, and individnal Eunglish-
men, or Americans, by God’s grace, may aspire 1o
the highest spivitual excelfence. So of others—the
Trench, the Irish, the German, the Sclavonion.
Tiven the Negro; all inferior as he is in the state in
which we_now find him, is a man, a human seul, for
whom Christ died, -kindred by nusture to the white
man, who by grace may aspire and altain to the
highest Christian virtues, and perbaps may heveafter
stand in hieaven, far above his white faced master.

The Trish, said Dr. Brownson, are, it must be ;
confessed, a remarkable people.  Whey have per-
formed their full share in the work of converiing
heathen nations, and restoring letters and scieuce in |
Continental Europe, during the sixth, seventh, and
cighth centurics, and are entitled to a large share of
the glory, ‘Their history is a remnarkable one,
thangh he did not profess to have wastered it, and
had no intention of dwellinz oa it, even since the !
conversion of the nation to Chuistianity, far less on |
it, prior to the Christian Lira.  Some might smile ai
the Trish traditional history, and count it extravagant.
But the Trish were morf modest in their clains to
All pri-

same homestead from time immemorial, have primi-

_tive traditions, and the reason why the English and

~when levelled against the truth,

‘their descendant Awmericans have them not is, be-
cause they do not occupy their original honesteads,
but have emigrated from themn, and ure comparatively
avew peaple.  In emigrating from treir carly homes,
they lost their primitive traditions, and i they laugh
at the Ivish antiquary, it is because they have lost the
memory of their own infancy. For lis own part,
said Dr. B., he was disposed to treat the teaditions of
every primitive race with great respect.  Cral tradi-
tion is often as reliable as written history.

'The lecturer ther touched lightly on the lrish his-
tory, during the period from the invasion of Treland
by England, under Henry 11, to the so-culled Refor-
mation in the sixteenth century, and then proceeded
to speak more particularly of it lor the last three
hundred years, England apostatised {rom the fuith ;
‘but Treland stifl fondly elung to the religion of Saint

fatrick. Yence the sulerings of the Irish nution
{or the last three centuries, for Ireland has been, truly,
a martyr for the Catholic Faith. Iugland has per-
secated Ireland, because Cetholic Ireland: Tingland
hates Irishmen, not for their nationality, but for their
religion : Irishmen have suffered all that the malice of
Fauland could infliet, simply because they would not
apotatize, The apostate Irislman, the Prolestant
Trishman—¢ if T may be permitted” said the lecturer,
*{a eouple the words Trishinan and DProtestant toge-
ther?—the apostate Irishman has never been an ob-
ject of suspicion or dislike to his Angls-Saxon
neighbor; on the contrary, he has ever been viewed
with special favor.  Thus,it is clear, that it is not
the nationality but the Faith, of the Irishman, that
has provoleed, far so many centuries, the unremitting.
hostitity of Protestant England. Man hus exhausted
Lis malice in devising new'Penal Laws, in inflicting
strange and unheard of cruelties, upon the Catholics of
Treland—but in vain, In Ireland, as elsewhere, perse-
cution has failed, as persecution always must fail,
Error, may be,
always has been, suppressed by rigorous measures;
but truth—never. The very means that Protestant

" England bas employed against Ireland, for the des-

truction of . Catlolicity, have been, by the overruling
Providence of Giod, made the means of spreading
the knowledge of :His Gospel amongst-the heathen,
aad of extending the Junits of the Catbolic' Church.
"Thus has"it ever becn; thus has God ever shown

* - Himself t6 be stronger than the deril: and the lat-

ter, in spite of all his boasting, lias. approved himself-

_ ta.be, after all, the greatest {ool in the upiverse.

The Heatben persecuted God’s chiosen people of
old, and, by Divine permission, the Jews were scat-

. tered amongst al} the.most Lighly cultivated nations
_ of antiquity.. Driven by persecution from their na-
. tive land, the Jew carried kis theism to the Gentiles,

~and engrafted his peculiar theosopbic system upon the

Platonism of the Greek ; and thus was Lis dispersion—

which the nations of antiquity were weaned [romn

favorably thesavin
‘by St. Paul. :

"T'bus. too did the persecutions of the first*Chris-
tizns tend but the more to diffuse that religion which
the persecutors sought to destroy. Persecuted in
one city—the faithful fled to andther. Being for the
most part of Jewish origin, they net only tormed the
nuclei of Chiristian congregations, hut hécame 1o their
brethren, misslonaries, bearing with them the words
of eternal life. Thus too was il with the persecu-
tions set on foot by the Roman Emperers. At the
very momént when they thought that, Christianity
was extirpated, and Paganism trinmphant, the earth
broke away from under their feet,  Emerging from
their retreats, from the catacombs, the caves, and
dens, in which they had long sought refuge from the
wrath of the spoiler, the Cliristians came f{orth, not
as trembling fugitives, but as a host, and planted the
Cross on the capital of the world. "Thus did God
imuke the malice of the persecutor redound to His
rgrlory 5 and thus did the Devil, thinking to crush the
: Chureh, overreach himself—and prove himself an
arrant fual. '
. Asit was ages ago, so it is now. Still the ene-
+mies of God and Iis Christ devise how to overthrow
< the Church ; and still does the Holy Ope laugh their
; impotent nalice to seoin, making even their wrath to
ipraise Mim. Greatis the mission which God has
: given to the Trish race. e has destined them to
i be the agents for carryiug the knowledge of His truth
 to every country where the English language is spo-
“kenj to them bas e committed the task of recluim-
ing the Anglo-Saxon race, in so far as it inay be

¢ doctrines of the Glospel preached

! reclaitned—I{rom the hieathenism, and gross malerial-
| tsm, in whiéh it bas long wallowed. "L'he Irishinan is
tin fact the pioneer of Catholicity in all those exten-
isive regions whose material capabilities, the sturdy,

caterprising, money-loving, but irreligious, Non-Ca-

'tholic Anglo-Saxon race is opening up. But hew

was this to be accomplished? 'The Celt, nnd above
all the Trish Celt, is notorious for bis love to his
home, to his native glens, his mountains, and (e his
father-land. "Fo move such a man from the home to
which he clings with such & desperation of aflection
seerns no easy task,  Yet was it necessary for the

iaccomplishinent of the designs of Grod—that this
! home-loving Celt, shiould go forth, over the face of

the earth, as a wanderer in order that he might be-
cone the Missionary of the XIX Century. For
this purpose a force was necessary to drive him from
et fund which he would never quit voluntarily.—
This foree the Devil himself us supplied, in the crue)
persecutions which, for so many centuries, he has ex-
viled against the Catholic Irishman.
Protestantism bas been the cause of the dispersion of

the Irish raece ; it Lias been the weans by which that

vace hasbeen driven from its birth place, to-carry with
it the seeds of the Gospel, to every region where the

English language is spoken, and to become the nuele.
round which may collect and form; vew Catholie

churches, destined to shed a ray of light upon the
moral, and spiritual darlpess, which surréunds it.

Tn America, in Australia—Ilkroughout” the islands of
the Pacific—{rom the cities of our Atlantic border,

to the valley of the Mississippi, and the farthest
West—from Maine, (o Texas, to Oregon, and o
California, has the influence of this Trish dispersion
been felt. DBringing with it little save the Taith,
the Irish race, exiled from its natite country, has
peopled all those regions; and where it has settled,
there also has the Catholic priest followed it, and
there also have sprung up around it ‘the temples
dedicated to the worship of the living Ged.

The lecturer procceded to point out Low neces-
sary was this inmigration ol Catholic Irish, in order
that the Catholie Priest upon his arrival oo this Con-
tinent, abandoned as it long has been to heathen ig-
norance and prejudice, might find, not only shelter
from the savage fury of the rabble, hut a hearty
welcome. He alluded 1o the cruel laws, still on the

Statute books of many of the States; and though’

now but a dead letter, thauks to-the strength of the
Catholic population, yet vigorously enforced but a
few years ago. A price was set on the head of the
humble Jesuit Missionary laboring amongst the In-
dians of the State of Maine; and until lately,a
Catholic Priest could not show himself in any of the
large cities of New England-without exposing him-
self {o insult and violence. These days have passed
away ; and it is to the vast influx of the Irish Catho-
lies thar this happy change is owing; and thus has
the cruel persecution of Catholicity, in Treland, been
the means of raising up, on this side of the Atlantic,
the altars which Protestant malice had overthrown
on the other side. Thus; again, bas the devit been
outwitted, and foiled with Lis own weapons.
Something analagous has occurred in Canada.—
When, deserted by the French government of Louis
XV., Canada was given over to a Protestant pawer,
whao, judging humanly, would not have concluded that
a severe blow had ‘been dealt to the cause of the
Catholic Chureh in North America? And yet, un-

wittingly, agamst her will, the Government of

Great Britain has been made use of by Alinighty God
asan instrument for the protection of His Church, and
the propagation of Catholicity. AsaFrench colony,
Canada would in all human probability have been de-
luged with French Atheism at the end of the last
century ; her churches and altars would have been
overthrown—her convents and colleges pillaged, and
her priesthood exiled and massacred as'they’ were in

Paris. It was by being a British colony. that: Cana-

da was delivered from these horrors ; it wasunder the
sheltér of an Anti-Catholic power that have flourish-
ed, and developed themselves, those mighty Catliolic
institutions which lie saw around him,” and whose in-
fluences were being felt, from the St. Lawrence to

the Gulf of Mexico, from the-Const of Labrador to

the result of a heathen _persecution—the means by

their gross sensuous idolatry, and prepared to recéive

The malice of

in Canada as in Ireland, have the" weapons forged by
Satan against the -Chureh, been, by the over-ruling
providence of God, turncd into a shield to protect
her. T

To go forth as Missionaries and Lo carry the Cross
unto the licathen— thisis the mission of the Irish race.
Tao prepare the way for the return of the nations to
the Churcli of Christ—is the task that has been assign-
ed to it: it is as the pioneers of Catholicity that the
Irish race excites the warmest sympathics of the
whole Catholic world. As a Catholic, not as an
Irishman—Dbecause of his veligion, and not because of
Lis nationz!ity—is tle name of Irishman dear to every
Catholic.  «For the Protestant Irishman,”—suid the
lecturer— I feel no especial sympathy ; to me he is
but as the Moslem, as the Hindoo, or as any other
alen frotn God’s Church: I pray for him on Cood
Friday ; but in other respects, he is no more to me
timn any other member of the great human family.”
‘F'ie learued gentleman concluded by exhorting his
hearers, above all things, to preserve their Faith.—
[t was this that distinguished the Trishman from the
henthen by whomn he was surrounded, and often out-
numbered ¢ it was this that preserved to the Irish their
distinctive nationality.  So long as they remained
Catkotic Trishmen, they remained Jrishmen s but as
apostates, their nationality was at once merged in that
of the Non-Catholic races amongst whom they dwelt.
‘Lo preserve his Catholic religion should therefore be
the dearest object ol the true-learted Irishman. To
bim the Faith preached by St. Patrick should be 2
Jewel beyoud all price, to be preserved atall hazards.
It would prove his best consolation, his truest glory
in this world, and it would be his exceeding great re-
ward in the next.  Dr. Brownson then sat down
wnidst long continued, and oft reiterated, shouts of
applause.

We see that the Semi- Weelly Leader of Toron-
to, a ministerial argan, defends the proposed modifi-
cations in the School Law upon the plea, that a ma-
jority ol the people of Upper Canada are, in lfavor of
these modifications, and opposed to the system which
the minority are inclined to support. Godless educa-
tion, or education without reliion, is as unacceptable
to most of the Anglican Protestants, as it is to Ca-
tholics ; and, united, Catholies and Anglicans would
form a majority of the population of the Western
section of the Province. « \We who hold to the se-
cular view of the question—that is, who arc in favor
of secular education, or education without religion,
says the Leaeler,—*are in a clear minority ;”—and
therefore we should submit to the will of the ma-
iority, is the conclusion drawn by our cotemporary.
Upon these grounds we hape that yo Cathalic, no
(reeman, no lover of % Ireadom of Tducation,” will
consent to tuke his stand.

cause the Church of Christ has pronounced ¢ altoge-
ther dangerous™ thase schools whicha certain partion
of his Protestant (ellow-citizens of Upper Canada
seem desirous of compelling him to support. The
Catholic, in fine, demands ¢ Freedom of Tducation ;7

as the practical recognition of the claims of immutable
justice.

1f, as the Leader seems to assert, public opinion
be in favor of yiclding to the just demands of the Ca-

and heartily coincide with ¢ public opinion ;" not be-
cause it is  pnblic opinion,” but because it is right.
T'o public opinion, as mere public opinion, the irue
Catholic must ever be profoundly indifferent. The
question he asks, is, nat, ¢ What does public opinion
say 77 but— What is right > Now, public opinion
can not make right, wrong—or wrong, right ; nor in
any way alter the esseutial nature of things. ¢ What
is right 7”’—the Catholic learns from the Church-—the
lonly authority competent to decide ; he will not there-
fore rest his case upon “ public opinion.” Nor onthe
will of ajorities. There is na virtae inherent in ma-
jorities that he should submit to the decision of a
wajority, simply because it is the decision of a ma-
jority. It is certainly sometimes a convenient, bot
always quite an irrational, and an arbitrary, mode of

majorities. There is no more rcason why the wilk of
a ajority should constitute law, than why the will of
ull the red-haived men, or of- all the pot-bellied men,
in the. community should constitute Jaw. If aminority
be in the right, if the expression of its will be in ac-
cordance with right reason, and the will of God,
then is it the duty of the inajority to submit itself to
the decision of the minority, no matter how numer-
ous the one, or how small the other.. We are there-
fore not content toaccept the reason, put forward by
the Leader for according “Freedom of Education”
to Catholics, as a valid plea. By recognising to-day,
the principle therein involved, Catholics would be re-
cognising a principle which might, to-morrow, be
urged with fatal efflect agaiost themselves: We ask
for separate schools—in (hose localities in which the
Churcli deems separate schools requisite—because it
is just and right, irrespective of the will, caprices, or
passions, of the majority, that, if we be taxed for
school purposes, .we should Lave the value of our mo-
ney given to us in schools of which we may make use
without doing violence to our religious’ ‘convictions;
because it is unjust, and ahways unjust—no matter
what may be the opinion of the majority, no matter
how clamorons, or how oumerous, that majority may

the shores of the distant Pacific Qcean, - Thus again,

The Catholic demands
¥ Freedom of Education”—that is, complete exemp-
tion from all State control, or interference in the
malter of education—unot because it is acceptable to
a majority, hut because it is his right, his inalienable
right ; a right which no majority has conferred upon
hiin, and which no majority can take away. If he
demands separate schools, it is uot as a [avor, not as
a concession to the votes of w wajority; but as a
right to which, as a freeman, he is entitled, and be-

not ais a concession to the clamors of a wultitude, but

tholics of Upper Canada, we are happy to heae it,

settling disputes, to submit them to the decision of

be—that Catholics shoul bn tazed for Non-Catholii:

school purposes.

We beg leave to assyre cuar cotenporary Ls Ca-
nadien, thut we judge of - the intentions of men,
whether office-holders, or offce-seekers, or, what iy
much the same thing, whether Canadinn placemen, or
Canadian patriots, solely by their acts: and that if we
have judired barshly, of the intentious of: the present
winistry towards the Cotholics of Upper Canadn up-
on the School question, it is becanse their conduct
has not been so bald, and straightforward, as to in-
spire us with any very lively contidence. Nothing is
more easy than for the ministera themselves toinspire
that confidence.  They know, perfectly well, what
are the complaints of the Cathiolies of Upper Canada :
they know that most of those complaints have sprung
from the peculiar interpretation which, at the instiga-
tron of Mr. Byerson—a man whose sole object i3 ta
convert the Common Schools of Upper Canada into
instruments of Drotestant propagandism— has been
placed upon the words “School Funl.”  “Lhey well
know that the Catholics of the Upper Provisce have
fong compluined that, though supporting their own
separate schools, they are, by that iaterprctation,
liable to be assessed over and above the sum required.
for obtaining the Legislative School grant : aad timt
they can obtain no share of the sums sq taised, which
are devoted Lo the procuring of School sites, and the
building of School houses, of which Catholicy can
make no use.  "Uo remedy this grievance ruquired
either, a simple clanse, declaratory, that, by the words
~— Eehool Fund”—the Fund in which the separate
school was entilled to share—were intended the
whole wnount vaised by assessment, as well as the
Legidlative grant: or, the simple cnactment that, all
supporters of separate schools shall, for the future,
be excmpt from alf taxation for other than separate
school purposes. If it be the intention of thie
framers of the  Act Supplementary,” to do this
justice to Catholics, why, would we ask, the studied
ambizuity of their language in the VI clause? Why
did they not clearly state their meaning? Why leave
room for future litigation, to be attended—as it muet
be in all cases in which Mr. Ryerson has any influ-
ence—with a decision adverse to Catholic interests?
1f, on the other baud, it be the intention of ministers
to perpetuate the injustice of which Catholics com-
plain, why should we have confidence in them1 What
cause have Catholics to be thankful? Whether, in
such and svch a district, or under such and such etr-
cumstances, there should be separate schools for
Catholic children, is a question, not for the laity, but
for the Jocclesiastical authorities of the district, to de-
cide. But Catholics have the right to insist that,
when they do demaud separate schiaals, not only
shall separate schools be accorded them, supported
by a fair share of the public funds to which they con-
tribute, but that they shall be exempt from all as-
sessments imposed for any other schoul purposes,
whatsoever. Until this be granted, nathing is granted ;
so long as the Protestant Trustee shall have the
power to comprel the Catholic supporter of a separate
school to pay one cent for the building of a P'rotest-
ant school-house, we shall treat'all * Acts Supple-
mentary” as mere acts of barefaced hypocrisy, as a.
mockery of justice, and as the acts of men who kuow,
but are afraid to de, what is right.

The City Council has named o committee, com-
posed of Xis Ilonor the Mayor, and several of the
City Counciltors, to make suitable preparations for
welcoming the first Canadian Ocean Steamer uporfits
arrival at this port.

.{Z7 On the Ist of May we shall move our printing
establishment 10 No. 4, Place d’Armes.

(% Subscribers changing their residence about the
Ist of May, are requesied to inform us of their gew
abode.

Tur Rosany oF tux Bressep VirGiN Many.
by \¥. Halley, Toronta,

That this neat and' useful little manual comes from
the establishment of Murpliy & Co., Baliimore, with
the approbation of the Most Rev. Dr, Keurick, ia a
sulficient recommendation. Containing, as it does,
devotivns to, and the Resary of, the Blessed Virgin
Mary, with Litanies and the Liule Office of the’lm-
maculate Coneeption, it will be found a uselu) aasist-
ant during the coming mouth, s approprintely set
apart for devotions to the mother of Gad. It contains
woodl-cut illustrations of the Divine Mysteries, and &
(copper-plate) porirait of the Blessed Virgin, wortk
the whole price of the book.
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Sold

The ball given by the St, Patrick’s Socisty. tonk
place at Russell’s Hotel, un "Luesday evening lust,
and was attended by a’ large number of our most re-
speclable citizens, of all origins. The decorations of
the ball:reom, the musie, the luxuriés of the supper
table, the speeches in response (v the toasts, alln;e
said to have baen exquisite in their kind, and thesa
dlong with-the assiduous attentions of the managers,
combined to render the entertainment one of the mast
harmonions ever witnessed in Quebec. Lord Elgio,
we regret to learn, was prevented by personal india-

sition from aliending, but was repiesented by a
ggilliaut_ staif.. - Family afliction, we are sorry 10 leara,
likewiss preveuted-the President. of the Soeisty, C.
Alleyn, Esq., whose duties, however, were ably dis-
charged by M. Connolly, Esq.; one of the Vice-Pre-

sidents.— Quebec Gazelte. . .

The Toronto city election has tesulted in the returm
of ‘Mr. Sherwood, by & ‘majorify of 410, aver-his ppo-~

nent Mr. R. Ozle Gowan,

-

o Births,
. In this city, on Friday the 22nd. instant, the wile of G. E;

Clerk, E_§3.,. of adaughier, . . . 0.

On Siinday,thé 17th instant, the lady of Joseph-Cauchen,

Esq M.P.F,of dson. = R ‘
.- Bied. ‘ R

+ At Quebee,. on the Uat imtaat, My, Daojel MéGauran, aged

' 37 yeara, ‘ . . }




