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two principles of Individualism and Centraliza.
tion have led to the disrnption of Christendom,
REMECDY : EPISCOPACY NOT PAPACY,

In this coudition of affuirs the Anglican Com-
munion has called the attention of Christians
to the ¢ Historic Episeopate, alonir with some
other conditions, as supplying a remedy. This
peace-Jaden messoge, as we vonture to think,
contains the only remedy which can bring about
union in western Christendom between the An-
glicans and Kasterns &nd Romans, For the
Centralization, which, manifesting itself in the
Papuey, has brought abuni the division of Chris-
tendom, has been devoloped hy the degradation
of the Episcopate. In order to magnify the
Papacy in the Roman Communion, the Episco-
pate hus been reduced from its rightful position
as an ‘Order, 10 8 “degree’ of the Priesthood,
It was along with other measures, by practi-
cally destroying the divine symmetry of the
threefold ministry that the Papal supremacy
was established, ¢ Contrury to the prevailing
sentimont of the primitive Church,’ suys the
learned Dr. Wordsworth, Bishop of St. An-
drew's, ¢ first the schoolmen ina Pope's interest
invented n distinction whereby, though they
allowed Bishops to be superior to Presbyters in

wower and jurisdiction, hey made them to be
woth of one und the same srder,”  Then too, by
means of the puwerful religicus monastic orders,
which they set free from Episcopal jurisdiction,
the Papacy increased its domination. So it
came to be held that * the Pope alone has plen-
ary jurisdiction in the Church, while all Bishops
are merely his assistants for such portions of
his duty as he pleases io entrust to them.
(Junus, page 169),  The Pepe gradually came
to be the Ordinary of Ordinaries, having the
whole world for his diocese, Bishops and Arch-
bishops being only now his “oflicials,” a position
which is well illustrated by o remark of one of
the Cardinals at the time 0¥ the Vatican Coun-
¢il.  “Just consider the monstrosity. This
Archbishop (of Paris) d sires to talk of the
rights which belong to tiem ! What would you
say if one of your luck jys were to talk of his
rights, when you gave him your ovders 2’ It
may be a long time Lefore the Roman Church
becomes emut:cipated from the worldly powers
of Centralization, becomos coaverted and has
the heart of & little ¢hild, and regaing her spir-
itual innight, and casts away the Papacy as a
man-made power, and is able Lo stremgthen her
brethren, © But her restoraion and the reunion
of' the east und west les in the recovery of her
Bishops, of the full Aponwalic powers of their
Fpiseopate.

RECOVERY OF CHRESTIAN PRIESTIHOOD.

On the other hand, the remedy for ITndividu-
alism with the losses of divize jilumination and
gruce resulting from it, is to Lo found, by ouar
separated sectarian Christinn Lrethren recover-
ing - realigation of the Chpistian Priesthoud,
Until from the finperfect orkings of theirown
systems they comne te see that something of di-
vine power i+ waating to them, argument can
make but 1iii" impression,  We cannot make
them see the need of the Fpiscopute and the
Priesthood whish is dependei: on it, until they
insome degroc feel their iurs Just as they
cannot convinee & sinner of Fus need of Christ
as 4 Saviour, until by the Spirit's wntion the
soul is drawn to Him, we c.anct nifect them
Ly our words, and they wili: - telped by
ubserving how those Lpiscopar clergymen live
whom they happen to know i rewi about, who
do not recognize their Piciihwod; bue bow
thore Jaymen tad clergymen fasxma wninlly,
who place their whole lives under the intuence
of the Church’s f:cramentsl system, A reli-
gious system shead be tested enly by its best,
And therefore it is, us secking fue Chrisi's sake,
our separated brother’s best goud, we desire they
shull be partakers of all those special gifle 0F
grace which depend upon the exis'ence ot the
Christian Priesthood.

TWO CRITICISMS,

Tere we would reply to two criticisms, Isit
not impertinent on the part of a bady so small
as the Episcopal Church in Ameriea is, thus fo
address other Christians ¥ The Ipiscop.l
Church, we are reminded *ix oneof the smallest
denominations in this country.,” This is true;
but the hand of an infant may hold in it a jewel,
as well as that of a giant,

In pointing to the Historic Episcopate as
remedy, we are notdenying the Christian stand-
ing of any baptized person, nor are we making
it a condition of union that persous should join
the Episcopal Church. We are pointing to the
fact that 99-100 of all Christiuns have been
Episcopalians, and that 1-5 of tho Christians of
the present da believe in Episcopaey ; and re-
alizing by practiesl experience the blessings
which come from it, ana that according to the
best scholarship it was establisted by Apostles
under the guidance of the oly Spirit, we desire
they shonld be partakers of its blessings,  For
the Historieal Episcopate is 4 moans not only
for the preservation of the Christian Priesthood
with its Sueraments; but means a wunited Epis-
copate, where each Bishop merging his individ-
ualism in the solidarity, spoaks in cflicial ntter-
ances for the wholo body of Christ, and =0 pre-
serves tho faith once delivered to the Saints,

But it has beon suid, that the replies of the
Bishops show that "the Episeopal Church will
not give up anything for the sake of unjon.’ It
may be observed that all, or nearly all changes
that were asked by the Presbyterians and
ofhers, of the Knglixh Bizhops, to be mude in
the Book of Commmon Prayer, have been alroady
granted by tho American Church. It wonld
recpuire moro space than we enn givo to reecunt
them. And there is very little now in the Bok
of Common Prayer which conservative Luther-
ans or Preshyterians would object to.  But we
would point to one great change which has
taken place in the government of the Fpiscopal
Churceh in America which makes the problem
of unjon very ditlesent in this country from
what it iz in England.  In England the Bishop
is practically the appointee of the Urown. te
rules over his diocese, having no Presbytecs as
official counsellors, and hiz diocere s without
any Synodical nction, and the Inymen have
compuratively little power in Church affairs,
In America all this hus been changed, The
laity have their voice in the election of their
clergy and in members to the Diocesan Conncil,
The Preshyters aeeording to the primitive order
of the Chureh gatherin yeurly Synmd as a cor-
onal around their Bishop, The diocese clects
yearly a body of Presbyters and laymen, who
act s the oftficial counsellors of the Bishops, and
restrain in many ways his official action,  The
system is practically a combination of Congre-
gational, Presbyterian and Episcopal {form of
government,  Dr. P, C. Campuell, the Preshy
teriun Principal of Aberdeen, writes in his book
on ¢ Lay Eldership, * The Fpiscopal Church of
the United Stutes by its admirable Constitntion,
combines the advantages of the Presbytery and
Episeopacy.

The American Church is thus cleared from
the charge of not being willing to give up any-
thing. She cannot, however, admit that the
ministers of non-Epixcopal Societion are any-
thing more than they themselves claim to be,
for ahe knows that upon an Apo=tolic Lpiscopate
depeuds the existence of the Christian I'riest-
hood, with its blessed making and transforming
Sacramental gifts, Itis by the use of these
that man is wrought into a supernatural union
with the God-man, Jesus Christ, and made par-
taker of the Divine nature. A mere agreement
of all Christians to a doctrinal platform, or in-
terchange of pulpits, or an association together
in philanthropic works, will be of little avail
tewards the resetting ot the dislocated bonex.
The Church of Christ is not u human society,
and union means sumething  different from

agreomont. Outward union must bo

of a deoper, fuller union with Christ. Only by
this incorporation into Him, ean tho Church
become ono and strong.  The Church of Jesus
Christ is not guing to be powoerful by becoming
a great human society ; but it will becomo n
more elfcetual instrument of the Holy Ghost by
all its members becoming more supornnturally
unitad, through the Priesthood and all tho Sac-
raments that He has ordained, to its Living
Head, Josus Christ.

Tur CLERIZAL STAFF OF ALGona,

To the Editor of the Cuvrenr GUARDIAN @
Sie,—A few weeks since the Rev. Dr, Mock-
vidge publisked an article doaling with the fu-
ture of the Dioceso of Algoma!  Upon the wia-
Jdom of his schemo [ leave others moro com-
petent than myself to dilate. My object ix to
1] the attention of our Bishop to a paragraph

which somo of the Algoma clergy rogard ns
anything but complimentary, because therein
the present stafl seems to he held up before the
public eye sugeestive of a clerienl *cave of
Adullam "

Hers is the statement, copied word for word
from Tug Cugsen Grarotay of May 9th: ¢ His
best clergy leave him; missions have to be
abandoned or given over to catechisty, who,
without university or colloge training, in time,
from the despair of the Bishop, may bo advanced
to Holy Orders, as, indeed, has alroudy  been
done in the past, without the mature preparn-
tion that they onght to have,”

The persistont decrying of Algoma, from one
pen and another, is not in the naturs of things
sdewdated Lo strengthen the Bishop's hands nor
ercouruge his clergy ! Taking the paragraph
in question, lot meask: 1. Is it kind? 2. Iy it
true? 3. Will it serve the best intorests of the
divcese?  Tho rov. gontloman’s uso of thoe term
“ hest" in relation to the clorgy needs to he de-
fined | Does he mean by * boat" those who
possess adegree 7 1 wo the “boest™ are still in
the tiekd,  Doea he mean those who have given
the longest period of rervico? 11 8o the ** best”
ave represented by the Reva, Rural  Doan
Liwyd and Chowne, and the Rovs. Boydell,
Machin, G¥lmaor, Frost, and Young ! Does he
menn those who camo into the diocese, not
making the least of themselves, and, catehing
the public eye, beeame the recipients of a *¢ eall”
to romething better 7 I so, unly two or three
(owing to any superior ahility) could be culled
“ hast” since the Bishop's roport of 1889,

In that report the Bishop himsclf” suid of hiy
clergy : “The calibre of our clerical stafl’ has
never been better,”  Has all the “calilre”
pusred away, and out of the diocese, sinco that
time 7 If xo, his Lordehip's report of 1843
might be expected to give us o hint of this dis-
aster! What 1 the fucl 2 Woy, that the ma-
jority of the clergy in charge in 1889 are horo
now, and I submit that the Rev. Dr. Mockridge
was not entitled to publish any such reflection
as abeve without first oblaining the sanction of
tho Bishop of Algoma! No wonder that a
greater measure of prosperity has not been
vouchsafed, i the Bishop hus only promoted
men to Holy Orders from the inspiration of
“despair,” and also (after 11 years of prayer-
ful, faithful, and talented labour,) has wimply
collected together w elerical “cave of Adullam 1"
What diocese could look for it under the cir-
cumstances thus represented ? I, myself,
wgether with several others of our present
stafl, pansed the examinution required by the
8.P.G. before leaving Eaoglund, and [ am not
awarc that a lower standard 14 permitted by the
Board of that venerable Suciety, in order to
allevinte the “despair” of any Bishop in
Canada, than thut which is required of their
missionaries proceeding to other colonics !
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