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__ Uphelds the Doctrines and Rubrics of thelPrayer Book. _

Dy sedil S Grdee e with, a1l them that Iove our Lord Jesus Christ 1n sinperity.”~Eph. vi, 84,

Fmi o o M Eaxnestly, contend: for the falth which was once delivered unio.ihie saints.’—Jude 8.
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The Venersble Rev. Dr. A. Toomer Portér,

~ ‘one ‘ofthe leading clergy of Charleston; gives

in the N, Y. Churchrian -of the '18th"inst,, a
. vivid/déscription ofithe’tarrible results.of .this
dire visitation.  -The Dr, with"'hig' family. was
‘st the 'time"in. his summer. residence, Twin
"Mountain, near Ascheville, N: 0.;: where ¢n' the
evening of 31st August, - the earthquake was:

‘alarmingly - felt: . On’ receiving intelligence of |

the Oharleston’disaster he started for his-home;
in that city, on-Friday 3rd Sept., and. on arriv-
ing there after: & slow and ‘exciting. journey,.
‘owing to the state of the railway track; in con-
-sequence of the movement .of the earth—he
‘BAYS i~ o : R
’ 3‘r“sl"'imn,ledim:'ely came to the Porter Academy
grotunds, and then began to here the awfal de-
tails‘of the'night and day before.. My grounds
‘eléven” and  one'quarter -acres, were filled with
éxteinyporized: tents, table: cloths, ‘sheets, .and
coverlets; while women-and children, old and

- young, -were sitting. desolate, with: beating;
,anxious hearts; on the grass.or on..a msttress,
_nearly &1l taken: from my dormitories, . Nearly
all were my own flock: -Loved, familiar faces,
but, oh, how gad I, The first word. I heard .was

. that an invalid aged cousin of mine had been

brought, at 11 o’clock Tpesday night, to the
it for her.

~grounds withont covering’ all ni
oad: She had dindd sty table with'my
mother and Aant and niece on'Weddesday, but
this’ Friday night was lying ingensible, in‘a
imall ‘wooden house on' the groinds. She diéd
that night, aged 80, I buried heér on Saturday
My.own aged and infirm mother, 84, was tiken
out of bed and shoeless and stockingléss was
" brought out on the wet grass, placed in s chair,
_ wrapped up and sat there all the night with
hundreds of others. ,What will be the effect
remains to be seen. It can be anticipated.
My family:had all returned for the day to theé
brick house where'I live, and knowing I was
* coming, they waited to give me tea before go-
" ing ont on the: grounds for the night, where
some ghelter ‘had- been extemporized as best
' they ‘could. About11.30° p.m. my  niece ex-
- olaimed: “There, uncle;.it is/coming again!®?
The words were scarcely uttered when. this
large brick house swayed like a:ship in.a storm
an

- then trembled . from foundstion -to-roof.
- The sound was as though each brick- was. grat-

ing against the other. It was:blood curdling.

.The impulse was to run, btit. we all 'of courae,.

. ataid and with great difficulty ‘got my mother
out of the house,; A dear little great-grandson

. .of hers, just seven, had dashed for.the.door but
remembering his grandmother, ran back and

. took hold of & part of her dress to help'get her
" out. ~ This same little boy, the ‘night "before,
" had’jumped .ot of bed'in hig room and ran to:
.-Bis grandmother and helped pill her out of
... bed, and would not leave though it, took néarly
,tan minvites to,get Her down stairs and out of
the ouse, . Wo passéd all nightoh the grorinds.
Having been up all of the night before, I thréw.

- myself ox érl_f;j ot on the grass and slept till
“'six.” Painful Femembrances .of ‘the days- from:
1861/ '186; "How ‘differastd’ Then it “Was.
 min againit Had, ‘atrategy apeinat Bt
orpe ‘b “either ind -alike; 13
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forco—an almost infinite power—a, something
beneath us we could tot see, nor meet, nor pro-
vide against,~helpléss in the hands &f the' {er-
rific énergies of  disorgenized nature. All
around me & quiet, patient crowd—no ‘sound,
no ory—the ‘quiet agony of well bred people.
In one tent—go oalle‘ff,_—a birth, in-another a
ohild deaperataly ill with eroup, in sdother s
paralytio, and so on poor humanity from ex-

| trefie age to extromeinfancy in all its manifold-

niess; all of us waiting as God washfit to' order,
Thescreaching and soreaming of the negroes
in so called prayer and song from all parts of!

.

‘ally exhausted. - '
Early in the morning I inspected first the
building in_ the Arsenal or Porter Academy
grounds. My own house, chimneys down,
walls slightly cracked, plastering and mantle-
piece down, book case tumbled over, and books
goattored. everywhere; Bishop Howe Hall,
Bighop Davis Hall, Alumni and Hampton Hall,
and Batler Hall perfectly intact, marvellous to
sy, But my hospital and gymnasivm slightl
injured, St. ;Timo'tgy’s' “Chapel, one entire wall
so much settled and eracked; and the roof pro-
truding 80 much that the building will have to
-¢ome’ down, " Jt cost me only three years ago
$8,000, - This is'a great blow, I trust.in God
and my: fellow men that it will be rebuilt, I
theif'went -to the 'Church of -the: Holy .Com-
-thunion,; the:damage fo-that may be twenty-
‘five hundred to three thousand dollars. Thirty-
‘three years ago, I found that lot- a corn-field,
I built the ¢church, I have been its rector all
these years, a part of my life work, It would
be ag impossible now for my people to repair
‘that church as.it would be for them to build a
road to the moon, but I have asked -the vestry
to have it thoroughly re{)ai_r.ed at once, 80 that
we may gather the people before the September
raing and early fall weather disperse them.
God has been too good to me to let me doubt
that some will come to my help. Next my
three story parish school room, alas that must
come down to the foundation. That cost me
$12,000, the gift of Mrs G. A, Trenholm and
Mr. Theo. D. Wagner, both in Paradise, Wil
the man who built at twenty-six be able to re-
build at fifty-nine? A working parish must
have moh a place. Then I visited the Caroline
Wilkemann Home, named for my dear depart-
‘ed friend, the wife of the Bighop of Truro, Eng-
land, a retreat for ladies—six or soven hundred
dollars daraage there, Then to the House of
Rest, where some thirty orphan girls are shel-
téred, $300 to $400 there. Theén I went to look
"at my own little private property, snd it will
cost some $2,500 to put that in order again.
Sad enough to' an old man after a life’s struggle
creeping’ out of a war, and the desolation of &
cyclone  not yet overcome, -But what have I
1ot seen in that life-time—and: mostly in this
city—péstilence “in -the. shape of yellow fever,
again and again fire burning ' the: best part of
the cityup. The sword and blood from' burst-
ing’ shells, building after building battered and
torn, -sooiety. convalsed ‘and the bottom-on-top
~—extreme -richés: o absolute: poverty.  The
oyolone'in a half & moment thrusting 8sit were
& ‘oity; into. raine-~and now- the:earthquake

shaking! dowe. tho’best residonces; mearly sll

the city, made the night hideous and sleep" im-|
‘I'possible to all, save those like myself physic-

the public buildings-—or ‘g0 ruining'them that -
the’ most of them must come down--I-know of
nothing elde for me to meet. ' I havesoen death
ig‘every conceivable manner, save' faine; bt
T-hiave been with a'orowd for'forty-dight hours
without & ‘moréel—in railroad emakh ups;and
stéaniship “given ‘up for 10st; ‘and’ndver inall
this 'a limb touched or abruisereceived: While
the heart and the mind has experienced svery
«motion that humanity is oapable'of, God Lias-
enabled me'and many others‘to' keepgoing'on; .
and in His strength I ami’ goinjj on until he'bids
me aome, where none of theas things are,:
From my last round I went to my,other "
charge, St. Mark's colored church, whioh_Las
had so0 eventful a history, and row oconples™so
peculiar & position in this dicoese. ‘Just'ons
yeéar and six days before ‘it had beentorn to
ieces by the 'dyélone, ‘and it has cost them-
,600, to' repair it. - They ‘have only gotten
into it sirice the middle:'of April. They. still
owe $2,100 on it, for which I have given my
personal notes endorsed by their vestry, and -
which they were paying off every ninety days;
‘but now with their own houses, many of them
partially destroyed, with little or-no' work for
them. in prospect; how tliey are to mest these
notes 1 know not, I feared to bot now .
fali of gratitude I am to God—not $50 damages
8o far to it. It is one of the fow. churches com:
paratively untouched. ~Under all the'sircum. -
stances, the -coincidence is striking, After
this I went through every street in the- city,
and as the papers have been so full, I will not
repest. Each additional jar has only develop-
ed damage where none was thought, and in-
creesed that which was first apparent-—8St, .
Philip's, -8t. Michael's, 8t Paul’s, It makes
 the heart siock to look at them. Unless. the
Church s} large comes to their help they, can-
not be rebuilt for many a day, if ever in this’
generation, The' congregations of ‘these
churches will have so much to carry them-
selves—the majority are homeless—that they
will not be able to do it. 8t, Luuke's I have not
yot geen, but it is badly damaged I hear,:and
they, t0o, will have more than they can"do to
restore it. Grace church- is damaged, though
‘not very seriously, I learn. I do not like to
proguosticate; it is bad enough and sad enongh
.38 it is, but, a8 said one of our most prominent

' physicians to me: ' “The old it. will kill,-and ™

the: young . it. will make: 0ld.”: The mervous
tension upon -all has been and - is intersa,
for the sickening apprehensiveness ‘makes the
boldest timid, and connects any noises with the
‘approach of the -dreaded thing. The uncer-.
tainity in the presence of so much .desolsation; -
the exposure. and discomfort at this, the'most.
critioal season of the year—if we escape muoh
and fatal sickness, it will only be by :5:2‘-- mer-
ciful overruling of Providenco, who remembers
whereof wo are made. The future is dark; in- -
deed.” The- spontaneous munificence - of: the:.. -
whole land will save us from present want;
but where are those people to get: the’ six mil-
lions of dollars, .at a low estimate only, to re-
‘habilitate themselves, and winter coming:.on,
and- they—eleven-twelfths: of them——must meeét
their daily wants by daily :labor? -How: are
they to repair their bomes? = . ...l i .
. Mer. J, Pierrepont: Morgan has sent.-me amost
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