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tified the zeal of those who set their hands to the work, | nay the common acts of agriculture and civilized life, all nent Reformers Latimer has undoubtedly been the fa- going to Rome to find “CaraoLicITY,” he should quit

Poetry.

“CHURCH! LOVEST THOU THY LORD?”

“ Lovest thou me? Feed my sheep.”

Cnurcu! lovest thou thy Lorp?
_ Then seek his straying sheep,
Then gather from thy richest hoard, .
And rouse thee from thy sleep; .
Nor rest till from this world of sin
The wanderers all are gathered in—
To his one fold restored.

‘On prairies of the West,
‘Where sounds no note of prayer,
‘Where rise no hallow’d arks of rest—
His scatter’d lambs are there!
g‘e“‘l pastors to that distant land
o feed his flock with tender hand,
With ever-watchful care.

n;nlﬂ man claims thy aid
Whe forests dark-and dim,
Ye": ;“ his earthly prospetts fade ;
At JEsus died for him!
And Trsus bids thes seok and feed
len mbs for whom he deign’d to bleed,
mortal guise array’d.

Far t'er the booming sea
A suppliant voice is heard;
The Ethiop waves his hand to thee,
u And breathes one stirring word,
My land is dark with mental night,
But thou art cheer’d by fadeless light;
Oh! bid it shine for me!”

From Grecia’s land divine,
From classic grove and hill,
A cry sweeps o’er the foaming brine—
“ We seek for wisdom still!”
Then light that heavenly flame once more,
‘Which dimly burn’d in days of yore,
In every holy shrine.

Amid the fanes of Fo,
That soil by myriads trod,
Some pant with fervent zeal to know
The true and living Gop.
Curist’s sheep are there, and would rejoice
To hear the gentle Shepherd’s voice
Resounding in their wo.

Oh, Church, awake! nor say
Thou lov’st thy Lorp in vain,

But prove thy love, and watch and pray,
His blood-bought lambs to gain.

Thy banner on the field unfurl'd,

Erect. in faith! that field—the world,
His lambs—all those astray.

Rev. B. D. WinsLow.

THE CHURCH THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
(By Dr. C. J. Blomfild, Bishop of London.)t

eo;f,o e';l‘e‘gh.'e“ a benighted world in the highest and most
&y 3‘: ive senseof the term, is the end and object
e ich a Church was founded, and a ministry ordained.
e m‘.ueth(’ds of illumination are various, comprising all
reu‘:m, ses which God himself has appointed, or human
on, enlightened by his Spirit, has suggested, for im-
ends; thw“‘? knowledge, and making it effectual to its
ispensi © reading and preaching of God's Word ; the
ship; allll‘g of his holy sacraments ; the rite of public wor-
5 bri these rts and features of the work.
ring sinners out of the darkness of ignorance or

with a just reverence for antiquity ; for having enabled
them to take such a comprehensive View of the gruth
itself, and of the instrumental means, divinely appointed
for its diffusion, as preserved them from the fatal error
of demolishing its outworks and defences, together with its
impediments and brances; and_of destroying the very
edifice of the Church itself, in their de sire to clear away
from it every thing of mere human devi ce and workman-
ship. It is lamentable, that any should now be found,
not amongst the enemies of that Charch, but 'amonggc her
sons and servants, to speak jrreverently and disparagingly
of those holy men, who proved their sincerity by the test
of martyrdom: and whose wisdom and moderatlon,'under
circumstances of difficulty to_us almost unimaginable,
were surely indications at they were guided by that
Spirit, who had been promised to the Chureh, and who
would not forsake those who loved and prayed, and suf-
fered for it, in the moment of its fiercest struggle with
the adversary.

I repeat l;z we have great reason to be thankful, that
Divine Providence, when it restored to this nation the
full enjoyment of the light, preserved to us also the sanc-
tuary in which it burned, and the ministry by which it
was tended. You remember, no doubt, the almost pro-

hetic words with which good Bishop Latimer encouraged

is brother martyrs at the stake : “ Be of good courage,
Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light
such a candle, by Gop's grace, in England, as I trust
shall never be put out.” Those: words have hitherto
proved true: and that they will still be verified, we have
no manner of doubt. But it may well be questioned,
whether that candle would have continued to burn with
a clear and steady light, had there not existed, in the
Reformed Church of this realm, its discipline as well as
its doctrine, that whereon the light was conspicuously
and firmly placed ; the candlestick of gold, with the lamps
thereof.

Where, as in our own case, the Church possesses the
true light, and guards it as a sacred deposit; and where
her ministers are jealous of his purity, and duly qualified
to exhibit it to the people, we may feel an entire confi-
dence, that He, who has appointed both her and them, will
walk in the midst of them, and make her light to shine
more and more. But, if our Church be a true branch of
Curist's Holy Catholic Church, she must be as a city set
on an hill that cannot be hid ; she must fulfil, according to
her means and opportunities, the great end of her institu-
tion, beyond the narrow Jimits of her insular state; and
carry forth the light of the Gospel, not only to the colonies
‘and dependencies of that empire of which she is the glory
and strength, but to heathen tribes, and to all who have
not yet acknowledged CpRIST as a Saviour, nor sought
refuge in his Church as an ark of safety. ;

More especially is she qualified, by the purity of her
doctrine, by her exclusive appeal to the Word of Go,
by the apostolical order and decency of her ceremonies,
as well as of her government and discipline, to undertake
the charitable work of bringing the ancient people of Gop
into the fold and family of his dear Son, and of restoring
to them the enjoyment of their spiritual birthright and
inheritance. And the Church is now lifting up her voice,
and crying aloud to them, Arise, shine, for thy tight is
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 1t is
surely at once a strong encouragement to her to persevere
in that work of charity, and an omen, under the divine
blessing, of her success, when the heart of a mighty
Sovereign, bound to her only by the bands of Christian
love, is stirred up to assist her in ‘the \_vork, and to re-
cognise her as an instrument p}'oﬂdentl&}ly ordained for
its accomplishment, and possessing authority to send forth
labourers into the Lorp's harvest field, wheresoever it
may seem to be ripening for the sickle of the Evangelist:
that Sovereign being the ruler over a great nation which,
we fearlessly assert, is indebted, like our own, for its
power and glory, to the blessing of Gop attending its
emancipation from the spiritual bondage of Rome, and its
continued maintenance of the Reformed Religion; himself

are

e :
tozrgl;tlon ; to open their eyes to the marvellous light of
s mo:pel; to make plain and ohvious the path of duty,
Area ives to walk therein, and the means of doing so;
boung - hls to be the light of the world. This is the duty of
byl urch Universal, and of every branch thereof ; and
e ;le on; of its ministers. In proportion as they are
i lbn1 the discharge of this duty they are useful and
ourable, and, by their Master's express promise of

descended from a House, which numbered amongst its
princes the firmest adherents and most strenuous defenders
of the Reformation, ~Looking not only to this token of
his regard for our spiritual Israel, but to the sacred bond
of Christian relationship which he has taken upon him,
as sponsor for that royal infant, in whose future principles
and conduct this Church and nation are so deeply inte-
rested, we have surely good reason to pray for him, as

Nobility, great in the kingd,
s gdom of heaven, (Matt, v. 19 :) but
in : ! .
mgor::" as they neglect it, they lose all claim to_esteem
the mlt;})';c.t, and.are Jjustly .disregarded and despised : if
g ve lost its savour, it is thenceforth good for nothing
(Mate, e cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.
it the vl. 13.)' This is true of Churches and of ministers,
’tbat 0); ose sight .of the most important of their functions,
o g enlightening the world by means of the Word of
Y still more, if they studiously, and of design, depre-
mf? and keep back, and obscure that word; not abso-
v Yy extinguishing it, (for that they cannot do,) but
.“bce?][ng it, as much as they can from the people, and
mitting some other lights for the true light. They
en defeat the ends of their institution; they may dazzle,
ut will not enlighten ; instead of dispersing the darkness,
ey do but render it more permanent and hopeless.
uch, for a season, was the condition of the largest
l;:l’llon of the Christian Church. The light of an imagi-
ry tradition was placed on the golden candlestick, first
i e, and then instead of the pure Word of God, which
sl? kept in a dark place, to be contemplated only in
't_ll;lpses,. and that through a distorting medium. Yet
ill the light was there; and the Church was still its
‘nl"loftlary, though for a time not its faithful dispenser;
in the periods of its greatest obscuration gleams and
Ourhes of brightness burst forth in different Churches,
4 own amongst the rest, betokening the purity of their
- most unknown and unvisited source; and giving omen
th a coming time, when the cclipse should terminate, and
e world be again gladdened with the light of the perfect
lay, It is not to be forgotten, that even during the con-
t];nlmnoe of that darkness, which has given its name to a
h‘;fe portion of the middle ages, the Church was still the
o tgf the wld, dim and imperfect, and insufficient as
at light might be. The truth of God was overlaid with
“BWur_apted additions; his worship encumbered with
;:ﬁersuuon; the Church did not rightly value, nor faith-
“t): use, the precious deposit with which it was entrusted ;
th lt:ever renounced nor relinquished, nor lost it. Al-
ough another supreme head was substituted for Jesus

Nehemiah, when he had built up again the ruined walls
of Jerusalem and restored the offices of the Temple,
prayed for himself: Remember him, O God, concerning
this: and wipe not out the good deeds that he hath done for
the house of our God, and for the offices thereof.

THE ENGLISH REFORMATION.
(From The London Times.)

—

It would be difficult to point in the pages of history to
any period more pregnant with momentous consequences

to all mankind than that of the English Reformation, and T

yet from the date of that grand religious revolution to the
present hour much misapprehension of both its character
and causes has prevailed among all classes of English so-
ciety. Some misunderstand through heedlessness, haste,
indolence, or indifference, while the vision of no incon-
siderable number is perverted by the mists of religious
partisanship. Many persons even generally well informed
talk, and sundry authors write, with reference to the re-
formation, as if it effected some instantaneous and at the
same time universal change from utter darkness to per-
fect light. It might be inferred from the current dis-
course of many, that previous to the times of Henry VIIL
of England and Martin Luther all Christendom was co-
vered with unrelieved corruption, and buried in the deep-
est darkness, and that God had left himself without wit-
ness in the world. How wide away from the truth such
a notion is, every diligent student of Christian antiquity
well knows; but, unfortunately for the peace of the pub-
lic mind at present, careful, dispassionate inquirers are
not nearly so numerous as are noisy, rash, and angry dis-
puters. The Reformation was produced by a concatena-
tion of causes: the train, which was at last fired by the
fierce passions of Henry VIIL, had been accumulating
for ages. The Church in England had thoroughly the
affections of the English people; but in every age we may
trace evid of the exi of men who discovered
and mourned over the blemishes which stained her beauty.

 honinc h‘:el:i‘:i‘e "B;‘:elilot formally abrogated. The fun-
who! s of religion were never denied, nor kept
ver:lye::r‘ :‘f;:‘l!ght: the Creeds, which embodied them,
trine of a Tl-in'“gtE the Church’s formularies; the doe-
by the incamnze,éo‘: ?mty; of an Atonement wrought
our infirmities; of tho God; of the Holy Spirit helping
certainty of a fad e necessity of personal holiness, the
truth were eres gment to come ; these features of revealed
marred and disﬁenvEd by the Church to her members,
holy, yet peace %ll“ed as they were, by the deification of
ey o an?l e men; the multiplication of mediators

2 commutation f man; the doctrines of meritorious works,
Penalties b or actual sin, and of a remission of its

nls y any earthly judge.

rist sh?s: ith respect to the two ordinances which Jesus
these wer, appointed, as means and pledges of grace;
but the e never disused; nor even lightly esteemed;
oﬁsega:e.“? misunderstood, and corrupted with unau-
ditions; and their operation was misrepresented ;

whi
ile others were added, which had “not the like nature

Ror the like effect.”
g ‘(‘)\ask:.hen it appears, that when the good providence
B o krought on the time of the Church’s reformation,
kindlor to be done was not, properly speaking, to re-
e 'il: the extinguished light of divine truth; nor to
o new methods for its maintenance and diffusion;
h“ml':;ber to clear away the long accumulated barrier of
| devices a?d errors, which had grown up around it,
manlkl}tercepted its beams; and to lay open to the gaze of
brKind the very light itself, in its native purity and
m"ll!htnm, even the written Word of God: not to de-
olish the shrine in which it had been always burning,
ough dimly seen, (for that shrine was from the hand of
e Divine Master Builder himself,) but to clear all the
enues that led to it, and to exhibit the Church in some-
0".’8 like the beauty of its ancient, if not its primitive
3 Iness, as the receptacle, and guardian, and dispenser
that light. And herein we have great reason to be
anl.;!‘fu‘ to Him who, in his own time, disposed the hearts
hay, " SeTvants to purify and reinstate his Church, for
wing dealt yery mercifully with that branch of it which
wrezﬂm; for having tempered and sanc-

: - -
t From a Sermon preached before the King of Prussia, at St. Paul’s

_So early as the reign of Henry V. it was a common say-
ing, that if you met three men on the high road, two of
them would be Lollards. There was not wanting, long
before the birth of Latimer and Luther; many a sincere
Christian Englishman, who, discerning the right path
amidst all the clouds of Romish superstition, walked ac-
cordingly, and by such the mass of the nation was lea-
vened and prepared for that change which, had it sud-
denly supervened upon minds altogether uninstructed, as
some exclusive pretenders to modern lights deem those
of our ancestors to have been, would never have given
birth to the manifold and inestimable benefits which we
now gratefully acknowledge as flowing therefrom. The
change was not, as it is too often ignorantly represented,
a conversion of a people from one faith to & new one, but
a purification of one which, through many causes, had
become horribly tainted with cankered corruption—
caxoe rapixevdivra mappBpre popw—it Was, in short,
a renunciation of evil practices.

As we have already remarked, the Church possessed
the affections of the commion people, else would the sweep-
ing measures of gras;_ni'ig Court minions and a lustful
tyrant have been precipitated by many & year. But the
mation at large, regarding the Chureh as the centre of
charity, cherished 1t iff the face of clerical immoralities,
and in spite of their conviction of its superstitious obser-
vances. All that were troubled and broken-hearted, and
wearied with the dini of the world, found an asylum in her
arms. Her convents furnished, in the name of God, food
to the hungry, shelter to the afflicted, and rest to the
weary. The wattior and politician refreshed their world-
worn spirit within her cloisters; and the husbandman
preferred the mild sway of the peaceful monks to that of
the rude baron; who forced him from his home and com-
pelled him to fight in quarrels with which he had no con-
cern. In fine;corruptas she indisputably was, the Church
was still superior, immeasurably superior, in the middle
ages to the world. It was in reality the eentre of reli-
gion, no less than, as we have briefly noted, the centre of
charity. Whatsoever was reverent and pious was in her,
whatsoever knowledge of a future state of being, of fu-
ture rewards and punishments, whatsoever warning
against sin was addressed to the consciences of men,

edral, on the 30th January, 1842,

whatsoever impulse was given to holiness and devotion,

these were still derived from the Church.

« Who with the plotghshare clave the barren moors

““ And to green meadows chang’d the swampy shores 3

« Thinned the rank woods 3 and for the cheerful grange

« Made room where wolf and boar were used to range 2

« Who taught and show'd by deeds that gentler chains

« Should bind the vassal to the Lord's domains ?

“ The thoughtful monks.” 5
So sings Wordsworth with no poetic licence, but 10 accu=
rate accordance with the facts of history. But the know-
ledge which most men have, where they possess any know-
ledge at all, of the ages 10l question, is a confused jumble
not deserving the name of kpqwle_dge, :

The propagation of Christianity in this island by an

Apostle, or, it St. Paul‘dld not set foot on these shores,
by one of his companions; ‘the existence of a British
Church so early as the s_econd century, as ¢an be shown
from the writings of ancient fathers, to whom, be 1t noted;
we here appeal, not on points of disputed doctrine, but
merely as recorders of facts; tlie continuance of that
Chureh under sad vicissitudes, indeed through Danish
and Saxon invasions, but still its abiding continuances;

its gradual corruption by monastic intrusions, favoured
by the rage of the Norman nobles for building monaste-
ries; and subsequently the worse evils entailed by foreign
friars independent of all diocesan or éven F;;g_llsh control ;
—all these successive facts, with their aluzat inovmerable
collateral incidents, are necessary to be known and pon- |
dered by those who would qualify themselves to judge of
the character, causes, and, we will ald, consequences of
the English Reformation, for history lends light to the
present, and the past is the only index to the probable:
So at least wrote the tutor of Alexander the Great, a much
greater moral philosopher than may befound in these de-
generate days.

The monasteries becoming independnt of the Bishops
in whose dioceses they were_ seated, ind being subject
only to the authority of the Pope, wee in point of fact
the first places of sehismatical worshb. But they were
soon far outstripped in irregularity axd impropriety by
the friars—the Franciscans, Dominicais, Carmelites, and
Augustins (to enumerate the four prinvipal orders)—who
found their way into England about the middle of the
13th century. These may be fairly sharacterized asa
band of middle age voluntaries living )y their wits; and
a very good living they seem to have nade of it, and ma-
naged moreover to saddle the Church n general with the |
scandals for which they solely shoull have been held
responsible. The monks, though fremently better far-
mers, graziers, and wool-staplers than theologians, were
still very useful members of society in the then state of
arts, commerce, and science; but the friars, producing
nothing, and drawing their subsistene solely from the
credulity of the people upon which ther practised as their
peculiar harvest ground, were perfect nuisances; and in
a very early age their arts were detectd and caricatured |
in every possible way. They are occasonally represented
as foxes preaching with the neck of astolen goose peep-
ing out of the hood behind, or as wolve giving absolution
with a sheep muffled up in their cloaki, or as apes sitting
by a sick man’s bed with a crucifix inone hand, and the
other in the sufferer’s fob. But the monks were a very
different race, though in the days of Henry the faults of |
the friars were imputed to them, anl now no distinction
is made between monks and friars. Thelatter were either
idle or mischievous, the coarser amyng them battened on
ghe poor, and the more ambitious,involving themselves
in diplomacy and the intrigues of courts, exercised the
same sort of influence which in aftrtimes was practised
by the Jesuits. But the monks wa'e elegant architects,
as the ruins of their monasteries tothis day demonstrate,
and they industriously raised the fabrics which they
planned, bearing the hod, hewing the stone, felling the
timber. They were good horticultarists, as the mulberry,
and ﬁg:tree, and vine stocks still traceable at Tintern,
Fountains, Glastonbury, Bolton, and on other abbey sites
testify. ‘The monks were good farmers, for which they
were taunted by the lazy, unprofitable friars; but they
were the means of reducing the lands of England to cul-
tivation, and conveyed habits of industry and s knowledge
of agricultural improvements t0 the rude éountrymen
among whom they fixed their dwelling. Other goodly

offices of neighbourhood were also performed; they had
a medicine-chest for the sick poor, and hospitality always
ready for the wayfaring stranger; they maintained a
school for the children of the adjacent villiges, where
they were taught grammar and music, and instructed in
various handicrafts, for the monks were skilful workmen
in many departments. They made their own clothes and
shoes ; ~ they were diligent copiers of books; and it is
chiefly through their industry that, not only the sacred
Scriptures, but also many of the classic writers, have been
handed down to us entire. We do not, however, purpose
writing a paneg ric on monks and monkery, we only wish
to indicate the utility in their day and genmeration of an
order of men calumniated too frequently and confounded
with the lazy foreign friars who once, like a plague of
locusts, preyed upon every Européan community: Abuses
no doubt crept into many monasteries, and in the smaller
and less regularly administered establishments these abuses
shortly became flagrant, and before their dissolution per-
haps intolerable. Upon the lesser mopasteries Henry first
pounced, and the larger and better governed ones pre-
sently were involved in the same pyin, The specious
pretext advanced by the Reformers of Henry's Court was,
that the revenues of monasteries might be made more
useful to the nation if employed in founding schools and
colleges. Ay, marry, but was one of the promises which
indused the ‘Commons of England to consent to the des-
truction of the greater monasteries performed? Notone,
we, advised by historic facts, reply. So far as the poor
and the nation at large are COnCerned, is Woburn Abbey
more advantageously vested in a single nobleman than in
a corporation of monks? The Chartists, whose cradle
Lord John Russell rocked, think no, and evince every
disposition to act upon their thoughts, and would assu-
redly do so were they not restrained by those gentlemen
of England whom it is Lord John'’s present employment
to traduce.

. be deceived.

vourite with the people of this country, for his feelings
were all frank, home, and English. His manly intellect
straightforward purpose, zealous earnestness, and setious
yet cheerful honesty, recommended Latimer to his con-
temporaries above his more learned and courtly colleagues.

« CATHOLICS.”
( From The John Bull).

Tue Rev. RicHArD WALDO SIBTHORP, B.D.; the
Clergyman of the Church of England; who has lately
been perverted to Popery, has just published a letter;
which he entitles, “Some answer to the inquiry, * Why:
are you become a Catholic?’ "—and which forms the
subject of an article in the current numbér of the Catholic
Magazine.

It is really quite absurd to see the advantage which
Papists take of the false courtesy shown to them by

Rome, and return to the Church of England.

Let him look to the 1st decree of the second Session of
the Council of Trent, Feb. 4, 1546, and he will there learn
that the Nicene Creed, and not the Creed of Pope Prus
the Fourth, is the creed of the Catholic Church—Papists
themselves being witnesses.

Let him trace back the succession of the Bishops of the
Church of England, and he will find that the present
Bishops are the true linedl and canonical deScendants o
the Bishops of the Chiirch of England before the Refor-
mation; and let him ask for the succes§ion of the Romish
Bishops, and he will find that it is not forthcoming. And
when he next writes about separation;” let him first
inform himself of the fact that there was no Roman com-
munion distinet from the Catholic Church in England till
the eleventh year of Quten PL1ZABETH. &g

The origin of the Roman sthism in England was thig:—
In the year 1564 Pope Prus IX: added twelve new article§
to the ancient creed of the Catholie Church; and require

members of the Church of England. ‘When Papists first
took upon themselves this title of Catholic, the Legisla-
ture took proper notice of it. In the 35th Queen Elizabeth, |
c. 2, sec. 1, they are termed *Popish recusants calling
themselves Catholies.” But now it is an every day occur- |
rence to hear Papists distinguished by the name of |
“ Catholies.” .

1f members of the Church of England wonld but eon-
sider a moment, they would see that this use of the word
earries with it an argument against themselves. Do they
hot pray for “the CATHOLIC Church?” in the prayer for
all conditions of men? Are they not exhorted to pray
for Christ’'s Holy CaTHOLIC Church : more especially for
that ptite and apostolical branch of it established in these
kingdoms—in the Bidding Prayer before the sermon
(whenever it is used as it ought to be?) Do they not
profess their belief i “the Carmoric Church” in the
Apostles’ Creed? and again in the Nicene Creed? Do
they not declare in the Athanasian Creed; “Whosoever
will be saved: before all things it i§ necessary that he
hold the CarTHOLIC faith?” How absurd; then; how
inconsistent, how foolish, how ignorant is it, to call
Papists * Catholics,” and to assent to them when they
represent the case as though they themselves were the
only Catholics, and members of the Church of England
no Cathoics at all.* And what renders the case still more
absurd is, that in the Bullarium Romanum, and indeed in
all documents which are more peculiarly Popish, the
term used to express the Church of Rome is not “the
Catholic Church,” but “RoMANA Feelesia;” and even in
Pope Prus’s Creed, it is the Roman Catholic Church, and
not simply the Catholie Church.

Nor is this a mere useless quibbling about words. “ The
Catholic Church” has from the beginning been used to
express that one only Church which is of apostolic origin;
and “the Catholic Sfaith” in like manner has from the
first been used to mean the faith which was otice deli-
vered to the Saints,” free from *‘all heresy; addition, or
corruption.” So long as people will be content to call
Papists * Roman Catholies” there is no sacrifice of prin-
ciple, because the word * Roman” distinguishes them
from True Catholics; but when members of the Church
of England admit that they themselves are not Cathalics,
and that Papists are Catholics, they admit‘either that
they are ignorant of the fact that the Catholic faith and
the Catholic Church is the one only faith and the one
only Church which will be recogised by Christ as his,
or else they plead guilty to a wilful rejection of that one
only Charch which, built upon the apostles and prophets,
the Divine founder of the Church himself being the chief
corner-stone, was instituted by the apostles in obedience
to Christ's command, to be the pillar and ground of the
truth, and to be the depository of the one only faith which
was once (and once for all) delivered to the Saints.

What should we say to a man who, out of a false cour-

all to accept them as necessary to salvation: | ;

The English Catholic Chutch rejected tliese hovelties;
and adhered tb the ancient Catholic creed. S

The Pope’s adlierents in England adopted Pope Pius's
creed, and taking this ereed as the banner of their sepa-
ration, set up a chism calling themselves Catholics. b

The editor of the Catholic. Magazine (as. it ia called)
makes this observation—*We cantiot shut otir-eyes to the
fact that the nearer they approximate to the_truth the
more anxions do they appear to cling to the (untenable 7},
notion that the Anglican Church is a part and portion of
the Catholic Church, or the ancient Chureh in a reform
dress.”

We ask no more. If the Anglican Church be ot 4
part or portion. of the Catholic CHurch; ot the anéient
Church ?r?a reformed dress—that is, restored to a like-
ness to itself in ancient days—if this notion be untehable,
then our advocaty of the Anglican Church ceases; but if
it be tenable; if it be founded in_truth, if it rest on the
undenigble testimony of histaty; if it be admitted (as it i:;
by Romanists—by COURAYER and by Dr. Lincary, then
let Romanists remember that they are the parties living
in schism—that the orders of their Priﬁsts in England
are by the canons of the Catholic Church pronounced (o"
be invalid ; and that their miost solemn act of worship
being thus deprived of the pretext of priestly power to
change the substince of bread info that of the Divine
Being, is at once confessedly rediicedl fo & service of the
grossest idolatry.

_——-‘ S —
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EPISCOPACY IN THE UNITED STATES)
{From The Clurch Chronicle:)

Tn this cotintfy thete i rio point of view, il which the
cause of Episcopacy has not gained within the last twenty,
ears. 'The number of our Clergy is three-fold to_what
it then was; and double what it was eveh tefi years ago.
The number of our communiednts &t present is also more;
than double of what it was twenty years since. And if
we may judge of the zedl and spirit of otir members; by
their outward acts of piety and devotion that also has
doubled within the same time. In numbers,_then, in z_egl,'
and every outward act, which betokens an inward $pirit;
we have doubled iii ten years. e it
Again, if we look 4t the unanimity which reigns atiiohg
us; we shall see that there was never a more generil una-
nimity than at present. Though there may be oceasioital
spots in our feasts of charity, the great mass of Chureb-
men think alike upon all important points, tonching doe- -
trines, discipline, and the Charéh. Though there ity
be some who will go to extremes oft eithier point; and there
may be some more, who, though thEy do not_follow, yet
admire them, still the great body of ipiscopalians do most

tesy to an issuer of forged coins, should call his “Bir-
mingham counterfeits” by the name of “l}a\fpgnce ;7 no
doubt the issuer would be very /persevering in calling
them by the name of the genuine coin of the realm, and
would be glad upon any plea to get other people to call
them 80 too—but is it not evident that this practice would
be a fruitful source of deceit? Thereis no harm in calling
a counterfeit coin a *Birmingham halfpenny,” because
everybody knows what that means; but if it be called
simply a *halfpenny” it is probable that somebody may
In like manner there is no harm in calling
Papists “ Roman Catholics,” because every body knows
what that means; but if they be called simply Catholics”
it is probable that somebody may be deceived.

Now such is the case with poor Mr. SiprHORP. A
great part of his letter is occupied with good and sound
reasons why he should be a member of the Church of
England, rather than a Dissenter. But then he has got
it into his head, that if he is a member of the Church of
England, he is nota * Catholic,” and that the only way
to be a * Catholic,” is to be a member of the Roman com-
munion: and in his attempt to prove this, he flounders
nota little. Having discovered that the Church is likened
to a body, a vine, a household, a family, a temple, and a
bride, he infers that the Church necessarily must have a
head, and because the PoPE is the only claimant to that
prerogative upon earth, he infers that the Church of
Rome necessarily must be exclusively the Catholic Church.

He is not without his difficulties to be sure, even in his
own mind. In one place he contends (p. 23) that “ every
deviation from that government or form of His Church
which Jesus CHmist gave it, and from that discipline
and worship which He personally, or by his Apostles, ap-
proved, is a most presumptuous innovation, and a daring
disregard of the divine will, and fraught with danger to
the souls of men.” In another, however (p. 19), he tells
us that “the development of this most wise and essential
institution for the Church’s well-being (the Papal supre-
macy), was, in the nature of the case, gradual!”

Again, he contends (p. 23) that “Religion is harmo-
nious and immutable truth. There is not one system or
set of truths for one age or part of the world, and a diffe-
rent one for another. Nor will there be another revelation
of saving truth.”

Monks under lax discipline fell; fio doubt, like other
men, into idle and bad habits; but were those habits more
indolent and dissolute than those of many of the well-
doing and the wealthy in this age of luxury and self-indul-
gence? * Have our English gentry,” asks Mr. Gresley,
with animation, “*who*live at Liome at ease'—have the
loungers at our watering-places—our listless continental
travellers, who desert their home and station, and loiter
away their summers on the banks of Lake Leman, and

their winters in the luxurious environs of Naples—nay, I
would almost say has the itidefatigable man of business,
who consumes his days in amassiag wealth for himself—
have these men any right to sneer at the habits of the old
monks? I think not. ©f all charges that of self-seeking
and luxury is brought forward against any set of men
with least grace by the present generation.” .
We wish to direct attention to the sources whence
sound knowledge may be drawn on moral and political
questions, for ignoramnce is the fraitful parent of animosity
and error. And sure we are, that to bring individuals
and nations properly acquainted with each other is often
to reconcile those who have stood aloof, scowling with
mutual suspicion, only because they were mutually igno-
rant of each other’s real character. Parties at the pre-
sent day rail from one quarter against Cranmer, Latimer,
and Ridley, and from another fiercely declaim against the
abominations of Rome, who, if they would only turn the
pages of history with diligent hand, and search them with
candid minds; would discover that Rome is not all wrong,
nor Geneva all right. They would discern the wisdom
of mutnal forbearance, and walk along their respective
paths, if not reconciled, at any raté with reciprocal cha-
rity. Cranfner, as & very princlpﬂl mover in the Refor-
mation, has been the mark for abuse and panegyric alfer-
nately, the truth, as in most cases, lying in the mean.
The same témper which led him to act with moderation
was the Gccasion also of his too often and too much yield-
ing to expediency, and deferring 0 the judgment of men
less worthy than himself. Of Ridley it is scarcely possi-
ble to speak too highly, and we cordially subscribe to the
character drawn of him by a contemporary hand,—* He
was wise in counsel, deep of wit, and very politic in all
his doings. He was such a prelate, and in all points so
good, godly, and ghostly a man, that England may justly
rue the loss of so worthy a treasureé. Ridley excelled
Cranmer in firmness and Latimer in learning; but Lati-
mer is brought most prominently forward in the tale*
before us, and well is his racy humour and genuine old
English character fitted to adorn it Of these three emi-

P S e
* The Forest of Arden. A tale illustrative of the English Reforma-
tion: by the Rev. W. Gresley, M.A., Prebendary of Lichfield, ‘;;:2

London, 1841.

Does he not know, poor man, that the first step taken
by Convoeation in the English Reformation was the re-
jection of the pretended Papal supremacy? And was not
this the decision arrived at in 153¢—%The Bishop of
Rome hath no more authority conferred upon him by Gov
in this realm than any other foreign Bishop 4

Does he not know that the Reformation was conducted
upon the very principles which he here advocates, viz.,
to reject nothing either in the matter of doctrine, disci-
pline, or sacraments, whieh was of apostolic origin, and
had been preserved in the Church as of perpetual obli-
gation?

The Scripture was adopted as the text of Divine truth.
Thus was every truth which had been deemed of universal
obligation in the Church from the beginning retained—
every error and corruption which had been added in
after ages, was rejected. It would occupy too much
space were we to recount all the anti-Catholic usages and
practices which were rejected at the Reformation upon
this principle—one instance is sufficient to explain our
meaning. The cup was restored to the laity; in conformity
with apostolic and primitive usage.

If we could have any influence with Mr. SIBTHORP, we
should recommend him to go and better inform himself
as 1o historical facts. Let him take the principles which
he has laid down in page 23—for they are sound and
right—then fill up his argument by reference to historical
facts verified by himself, and he would find that instead of

* [We borrow the following from the London Times. It shows that
the Government very properly regards the Protestant Clergyman, and
not the Romish Priest, as the true Catholic:—

DeFINITION OF A * CarhoLic” RecTor.—A controversy of rather
an acrimonious nature has been for some time past raging between
the Rev. Simon Foof, rector of Knocktopher, in the county of
Kilkenny, on the one hand, and the Rev. €. Kavanagh, the Roman
Catholic priest of the same parish, on the other. Fhe bone of con-
tention appears to be the simple question, which of the reverend
disputants is entitled to the appellation of * Catholic rector of Knock-
topher ¢” Father Kavanagh urges his claim to the distinction on the
ground of the village postmaster having delivered to him a letter
directed in conformity with his view of the case, bat which letter was
in reality ded for the Pr rector, the Rev. Mr. Foot, who,
on applying for the letter at the post-office, received it, with the
following remark inscribed upon it:—* Opened by the Rev. Mr.
Kavanagh, parish priest—not for him.” Mr. Foot, feeling indignant
that the postmaster should thus undertake the part of umpire in
addition to his other duties, at once applied to head-quarters for a

definition of the vexatious question, and received by returny of post
the following letter from Lord Lowther, which completely swamps
the pr i of the ambiti parish priest:— i
« General Post-office, Jan. 22, 1843, |
« §ir,—In answer to your communication of the 20th wlt., T am
directed by the Postmaster-General to inform you, that his Lordship
is of opinion that the letter to which you allude, addressed to the
« Catholic Rector of Knocktopher,’ should have been delivered to you
in the first instance, and measures have been taken that such letters
shall be so delivered in future. «1 am, Sir,
} i Proxas TAWRENCE, Assistant-Secretary.]
“Fhe Rev. Simon Foot.”

heartily believe all that is essential to constitute a soind
and Catholic Christian. The doctrines of our Church are
confessed by our enemies to be sound, and our discipline
approved by vast numbers who do not adopt it. And
these are readily adopted and thoroughly believed by more
than ninety-nine hundredths of our members. And AS
T0 THE DIVINS INSTITUTION OF EPISCOPACY; THEHE 18
NO DIFFERENCE OF OPINION WHATEVER AMONG s/ |
Of the spirit by which they ave actuated, it does fof
become us to speak in strong and decided terms. ‘We are
painfully impressed with the coldnesé #nd indifference/
the negligence and worldliness of ot tenibets § and yet;
we are cheered by the hope; that there is a revival of theé
spirit of true religion among us; that the love of many
has been kindled anew, the zeal of many been quickened;
the works of many increased. And we are led to hopé
{hat thisis but the beginning of the work of God among us!
Of the state of things in England; we know much less
than in this country. But we know enough of thifigs,
there, to rest assured, that there is now much more of
active, fervent piety, much more of zealotis labotr in thé
vineyard of the Lord, and much more of enlightenied #t:
tachment to the Church of the living God, than could
have been found there twenty years ago. If some re
going off to one extreme, and some to another, the great
mass of Churchmen, are becoming betfer informed; an
more stable and consistent. 2wt -
The second point of consideration relates to tlie state of
feeling in the denominations around us: And here we
are presented with a curious problem—one which deserves
caveful study and attention. If we look into the feligiotis
periodicals of these denominations, their most prominent,
feature seems to be, an inveterate hostility to the Episcopal
Church. Week after week, their presses groan under the
loads of calumny and abuse that are heaped upon the
Episcopal Church. Nor are they at all scrupulous as o
the mode or matter of attack. It is * Popery,” * High
Churchism,” “error,” «heresy,” &c. &c., withant end!

Scarce a paper reaches us that does ot contain e 1]
three, and sometimes half @ dozen arti¢les vpon the Epis-
copal Church. Now why 18 this? Why is it; that gﬁgir,
hostility has all at once become SO rank and inveterafe?
It is frequently conceded that there Is much more of active
piety, much more of spirituality among us now, than for-
merly. Why then this opposition? Ts it our errors?
Why then the former supmeness; when it Was confessed
there was less of gentine religion ambng fis than now ?
Why does the opposition intreade with our activity and
zeal? Or is this opposition o¥ing to our success? We
will not attempf to angwer this inquiry; lest we be thought
uncharitable. :

But there i atiother point deservinig of odr attention/
whieh contragts strangely with this spirit of hostility ?nd
opposition: Notwithstanding the prejudice which exists;
and the hosfility to Episcopacy, there is & Strong Churel
feeling pervading large pumbers of the dissentng deno-
minations. Let an Episcopalian go and talk with those
persons, without avowing his Chureh, and without atiu<
ding to Episcopacy, and he will find thousands contend-
ing for the divine institution of the Church dnd its miristry,
the necessity of ordination to the exercise of ministerial func-
tions, involving, of course, the neceséity of an * Apostolie
succession,” together with numeérous other things, held so
strongly by Churchmen: Jn short, such an experiment
would convinee any ore; that the Bible is so much of &
Church Book, that nearly, if not quite all humble readers’
of it, whose minds Irade not been warped by controversy,
or opposite teaching; actually receive and aeknowle%aﬂ,
the great principles upon which we insist; except thaf of
the three orders, and the expediency of a liturgy. ,

The correetness of this opinion may be doubted by dome;
but it is nmevertheless true, to a very great extent. And
hence the teasén why so many of. othet denominations

so readily become Churchmen/ They find féew or no
prineiples in Episcopacy they did fiot acknowledge before 5
angd the most important touches the mode of application.
We hazard nothing in saying, that atthis present moment;
the majority of Congregationalists in New England, with
all their prejudices against Episcopacy, believe in the di-
vine institation of the Church, and the neeessity of Ordi
nation, as firmly as a majority of Clurchmen. = And i

we may be permitted to guess, it i this belief of their own'
members that continnally prompts their periodieals to as-

sail the opinion, as niiich as any thing else. Their object
in this particular may be gained in one or tWo ways;—
either by combating the principle ifself, or by raising &’
prejudice agaiust those who hold similar opinions.

On this he#d; Churchmen have not used some of theit
most_effectivé weapons as much as they might. . The
Bible is emphatically @ Church Book, and this fact of ifself
is sufficient to answer all the cavils of objectors. Now if
we could reach the class of persons who entertain these
feelings, and lay the evidence before them, their éonver-
sion to Episcopacy would be certain. Though thé haughty;
celf-sufficient, and self-willed person might never be con-
verted to the Episcopal Church, the devouty humble, and




