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vinced that it is for the iiiterests of' the
country that an exaniiation be made in-
to the condition of all American compan-
les doing business in Canada, especially
those hailing fron NeV York, wyhere the
greatest anoiunt of rascality lias been
carried on. Thîat Canadians have begun
to feel security is required is evidenced
by the bill before Parliamnent, by the
numnber of policies allowed to lapse lately,
by the figures publisied in a recent
nuimber of this journal, giving the decrease
in the business of' Americai companies
for 1876, and the iicirease in the business
of British and Caniadianl companies as
compared iwith 1875, shoilng thiat the
latter are gaiiing tlat ground in public
confidence which the forier are rapidly
losing.

'Weo can assure tie managers of any
American coipanies doing business in
Canada whose feelings hiave been lacer-
ated by our roferences te their late de-
parteid frieids the continental, the Secu-
rity, &c., that we slall not swerve fron
oui duty to the public tholuigh tlicy r'nd
the welkin with tieir cry of "l blackinail."
Our advertising pages show the publicity
soiglit therein by promiicnt New York
and other Insurance coipanics. We
have yet to learnî that any person attachled
to tiis jouniial in aiiy capacity lias visited
the office of any New York iisurance
company doing business in Canada dur-
ing the last four montlis-the period within
the time silice the insurance panic begun
te develop itself in New Yor'k-ad wve
a'e not likely te venture doing business
with them in the present state of ail'tirs.

CUSTOMS LGISLATION.
W'e have received a copy of the Gover-

ment Bill to amend and coinsolidate the
acts respecting the custoins. %Ve sincerely
hope that the new r'eguilatioiis will ensure
mrce reliable returns, particularly as te
exports, than we have hitherto iad. .There
Canli ardly be a doubt that a very con-
siderable quantity of produce is expor'ted
fron inland *ports ta the United States of
which there is no returii. The inland
ports are a great source of weakness in'
our systen, but we feair thiere is no remnedy.
They add materially to the poîcentage of
cost in collectiig' the revenue, and, of
course, the saie supervisioli that exists at
the larger pcrts cannot be sccured at ti
smlîall eues. It w'oild be very desirablo
tiat tlhere should be inîcreased effliciency
in the iispectinîg branch of the service.
A vigilant supervision over the entries
made at the inland ports, would soon lead
to the detection of anîy organized system
of fraud, such as lias been supposel by
many to hIve been practisedi. No douîbt

there lias been a great deal of exaggera-
tion as te the entries at the mincir ports,
but regular inspection is inuch needed.
On the whole,the governmîenît bill contains
many improvemeînts in matters of detail,
and we presumne hit it will pass witLhout
opposition.

TIIE DRY GOODS TRADE.

The dry gools trade of Moiitreal is a
subIsject on whicl niuch could be said, and
a hîistory of its r'ise and developiment
wouiild, without doubt, prove of interest to
our readers, foi' it would lead is to refer
incidentally te matters affecting the rise
and progress of the wiole Dominion. Monit-
real occupies the strong iatural position
of the iead of navigation for ocean going
vessels, and its advancemîent, therefre,
lias kept pace with the growth and
developimîent of the country both east
anîd west of it. We caniot within the

limîits ofa single article give anything like
a history of this important brancli of our
trade, but propose inîerely to draw atten.-
tion to its position and prospects at the
present day.

We subjoin au alphabetically airranged
list of the principal whîolesale dry goods
importers f Monti-eal :

Geiera? Dry Goodz.
Lewis S.Black&Tiiont. W. J.TMhom.ter & Co.
'1. James Claxton & Co. Mîckîy Brotbeis.
F. & G. Cishing. J. G. lielCenzie & Co.
Robert Diunnîî & Co. P. P. Martin & Co.
Jas. Donnelly & Son Ogilvy & o
Fisl .Shieplerd & Co. A. Prerest k, CJ.
P. Y. Gala'rnieau & Co. ltbertsons, Liîton Si
Gault Brus.& C. o.
J, Y. Gilmuour & Co. P. Reen'y.
Jacques Grenier & Co. Adohlie Roy i Co.
S, Greenîslhields, So & Jaies Roy & Co.

Co. Stcpies, Diiidion I
James Joinstoi i;Co. Co.
Liniarcle,Demers,Pi-e- Stevenson Co.

vost &i Co. Stir'tug, Mcail & o.
F. & J. Leclaire & Co. Tbib:îclin Bics. &
McIntyre, Frenicuhi CSo. Co.

cLacai îros. &i C W. George Win s & Ce.

IVlhot'saie/Fe ùiiy tcMlas caî Drot Geis.
Caierou, MackenuJzie & flodgsM, ielu &

Coe. Siiiîmner.
Cushing & (In. .ohP Maei & Co.
Dobbiui, Liîîouît &- Co. Tlogivas May & C o.

ll'oetlen, coods, ll')iolesatle.

Candtie, Riv'ait Si Ce.5 If %f I iIitclisee.
C. Dewviiug JId Moreice & Co.

M leisberR obertsons,1(ùLinvon &

lCoo . ue. Steis & Co.
D. Pel.iRes o

lViolesal CheRhioyiCs.

Jamies S. E'as k Co James O'Briy & Co.

Stehen Davdso & kL

J. G.l'eiîl ' . (Jo.' MacklîSiCi
S. H& J. Mess &- Co. l. Sfrey Co.
Wtn. Eiiriiin M CC.o.
,Shirt ,iîîîl colla) Xe tieiu/acthibiers and B>mrs ii

Euhwai'uî Nîeld &- Co. Youumig, %XistiuigittotiiS
SkeLhon, Toke &, Co. Co.

CA. m Sinus.n
Anien- thaese fiis lias bcil Htiined .lus

îast yeaî' i t'ade. cf froiti $1,00,000
ta lO olns ii ipoi'tephgends> ad

probably fron $3,000,000 to $4,000,000
in home. manfactures. Abont one-liailf
of this trade is iioiiopolized by aboutL
fifteen of the larger firmins, leiaving an
avcerage turn-over for last yeair of' about
$200,000 to Cach Of the oliers.

Our' stateineits aire based on thi li1-
portationis of fast year, whicli, is we
have al'eady showni in a Çorimier article.
fell far short oi the previous onle, ni
showed a still griater decrease on thlii
average of the last five years. It Ias been
a year of singular and exceptionial (h,
pression in all branches of traide.

Amnong ail the jealouses off ride ilhic,,
no dcobt, so long a- is nankind remain
what, they aie, will continue to mai' thie
hariony cf this tralle witiiin iseh-e
Montreal lias certiniiily no feeling of
jealoisy at the succss or advancement
of this bralinch in otliir cities and imporpni't
ing centres of the Doiiniloin. Natuîre ha
imade ier the distributing point f'or tle
imports aud cxpiorts of the Dominion, anI,
directly oi idirctly, she iiust sinl'e in
the wealth ani success of flic otherl
central poiits. Sa long as her mnerchausli
contiune tc display, as lieretofore, tlheir
wonted ability and enterprise, she caniîi
have no cause t dCO otlierw%'ise tla iejoic
at the siccess cf' hcir rivals. It is the
fore in no. spirit of arrogance that ire
desire te show the comparative volume of
the dry goods trade hiere is cont rasted
with that of otier cities.

Toronto cornes nîext on the list, 's I
distributing cenlre. We annexan alpha.
betically arranged list of the principal
wholesale dry goods importers there

General)ry Goods.

David Arnioitt & Co. John Mafi)eulild & Ci.
riandon k Co. <)ii"y & Ce.

Blryce, Vl7M1Rliobrtson Soli
Co. & 0.

Dobbie & Carrie. N. & r. Iboney.
Gordon, Mackay & Co. Saisoiî, Kennedy
Huîîghies Bros. Gc'inel.
James Jennings. 0.1. tbiiileildersoi
A. IL. Muiilasici & Bic. Siiîikei & Roess.

J/bucy 0ooît.s anud priv (,011..
Alexandler &i Rci. 'lJonia MacDnay & Co.
James Bi'ayiey & C o.. l' S Go,,idiiîg.
îîOulgsoîî &, loyd. ýVlii & Co., (Lae-
Ml'CîeKinn, 1roLior ik iluil).

Mccîli.,

fli I, FyfeRoss & C0. !Nyld a Fliong.

rheiiss Waols &enned &
C Goth .mt, h&noles enre.

Jfllîas Laley & Co. Pecvihnstoe, Jouliisti

Toronîto shows -n. (rade foi hast ycaî' Of
frin $7,000,000) te' $,0OOe00O dividu'd
Himong abouy. ha Wh te itinbe .of (Lle-
sale fiins as Copaî'd wi nt
Toronto lias de eptefi lie îlatuiaI adralf
tages with gîcat enterprise and mnuch ex-
penditure on raihways, by which she fias
brouglit into close connection with ler


