THE BEACH AND

FIRST IMPRESSIONS,

THE VILLAGE,

MURRAY RAY,

First impressions, they say, are generlly the most enduring
and with what a mixture of disgust and loathing was I filled
when 1 arst landed on the whart at Mureay Bay., That these
feclings did not Tong continue I feel it my daty to confess, for
of all watering-places that 1 have visitcd, and they are not a
fow, none have such an attraction for me as this tittle Murray
Bay.

On first landing T was serambled for by at lesast a dozen of
Jurditans carters who shricked cefecke in my cars i1l 1 was nigh
distructed.,  The hubbub was, however, soon silenced by my
choler af a vebicle, when they all left me to look after other
prev. AN who have visited this place cannoet bat be struck
by the rapid manner in which the uative cabbies drive their
vehicles,  After a rush up and a rush down hill, and a rush
alonyg & level road for about a guarter of a mile, I was landed
safely at a hotel kept by our Navier Warren. 1t was an plain
square building with two galleries ranning round it, and on
the whole very well got-up. :

THE VILLAGE AND BATHING PLAUKS.

Anirray Bay isa village situatisd at the month of the Murray
River, which falls inte the St Lawnenoe s boeantifol bend
of the North Share, ninety miles below Qaelee. 1t contains
abant three thonsand inhabitants, a groat numbwer of whian
are of Scotch extrmction, as the nawmes Molean, Blrckburn,
MeNickol, Warsen, and Hervey will readily testify, These
porsons have all lost thelt langnage, net being abile 2t preseut
to speak a wond of Eoglishe Bt they have net lost the
ceneral features pecndiar to the Scotoh, and their descent s
marked in overy expression of the fate,  These persons are
1the descendants of some of the T5th Highlanders who settled
Cthree years sfter the congnest, uwwder Captain
Runnicy out on either gide from the vithags are twa
res of Jutid v dween which Hes a considderable
expanse of water, inte which the Murray Biver dizcharges
dixa 3 This forms the Bay. The points of land are respe-
iy valled Cap 3 LiAigle and Point au Pie, and are the
places pationised by the sea-bathing public. The village it-
selt if not patiotised by visitors, as Uiy sttanted more upon
the bunks of the river than upon the berders of the Bay,
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HOTEL ACCONNODRATION.

Poiut au Pie seems to enjoy the preference as a lahing-
place amone visitors. This iz perbaps on account of s being
near W the whard, Cap o L'Aigle being some fonr miles distant,
The latter place 1= said o be admirably adapted for invalids,
tutin this respect 1 think it s inderior to Ca-ouna. The air
at Cap » LAfzle 32 & littde oo cold, shife that of Caconta is
Imore Lot pr Poiut au Pie is well supplie-d with hotels,
7 which thure are no oss than four, and alio several private
twarding-housex. There are besides a grear many private
dwellings, rome of whith are osned by the visitors them-
selves, nnd others rented at a small amonnt trom the French
inhabitants, Al the dwellinmgs were not ocvapied this season,
provabiy on aceount of the cold weather that we have had :
bt ast year every house was full, and a2 I was informed was
the Lusi=si seasen that Murmay Bay has over seen, The falling
off this year may b due, therefors, not only to the prevailing
cold weather, but also to the usnal resction which folluws s
busy <eazon,

Lo,

FisHING AND SH-OTING.

The meals and accommodation at the hotels are evervihing
that can be desired, and from porsonal experience I would re.
commend anine host Warren, 88 one whe is ever indefatigable
in his efforts to wake his guests feel comfortabde, - As a rule
everybody finds some way of passing time to his satisfaction
[n the morning the bowling alley gt Dabwrger's Is Hberally
patronised, as well ax the billiard table,  For these luxurdes,
Lowever, a fee ts vxacted whick to the economival person is a
Yoms of balf thie pleasure. For the gentemen there are special
attractions iu the way of fshing and shooting.  The vieinity
of Murray Bay teams with lakes. Every mountain has its
Hule lake, and all these are full of trent of very fair size and
weight, Althonsgh a great many of thess have been regularly
and very largely fished during succceding sumnmers, they still
appear 10 be inexhaustible  Among the number of -these
Jakes may be mentiveed Lake Gravel, aboat thirteen miles diz-
tant, four miles of which have to e made on foot; Grand Lake
eleven, Little Lake, nine, Long Lake, cighteen, Lake Boily,
fosrtern,  Lake Gravel is the one which i3 most frequented
by fishermen.  There 15 another lake, «ix miles beyond this,
called Las & Marins, which is the best of all; but it is not
veory often visited as the road to it from Lake Gravel is of the
roughest and most dificult deseription. The woods between
these two lakes are well filled with partridge and are often
vizited by sponting gentlemen, and Indian large game arvalsa
fonnd in the vieinity; such as caribou aod bears. . Gentlemen
irequently drive down from Quebee in winter, to spend o fow
days in hunting the former, and on such aoiasions are genere
ally decompanied by Indians whoact as gnides, or what Mark
Twain terms > Fergnsons,” and aiso 10 do the work necessary
about the camp, - The bears are not very often troubled: but
last summer three were shot by different gentlemsn, not many
miles away from the village,
had from the Indians of these geveral expeditions, T must say
that they are tame in the extreme.  Poor braoin attacks no
ong, on the contrary he dees and: bides himeelf on the first
signs of danger. The only excitement or pleasure to be ob-
tained frem the gport is the approaching within shooting dix-
tance.  The Judians say that windy dayr ar: the only times
at which you can appreach ‘them, when the sounds of the
elements are greater than those caused by passing through
the underbrush, . The first of the three bear hunte waz under-

taken by some English officers who were desirouns of taking

home to England some token of the many and dangerous
bunts in-which they had engaged while in the backwooda of

" Canada. - Having procured two Indians from the encampment

here and alse. provided themselves with a canoe and baycart
in which to carry it they started off for the Murray River Por-

‘tage, twenty-two miles distant. Here they dismissed. the

hryoeart and encatnped in-the woods close by, - Alter poking
“about in the niighbouring hills for several days without dis-
covering any signs of Mr, Bear, they were about (0 move their
Guariers when n crackling of brmnches in' the ‘bush accom-
panied Ly s rourd a8 of the prasage of some hesvy  body
through the thick brash told of the vicinity.of game. They
had not loug to wait.. The bear advanced into the moce open
woulds and rearing himself upon his hind legs, raived Lis head

From the descriptions’] have

pilot hoats—Dbig, clumey tubs,
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in the air and sniffed about him in all directions. A fairer
shot could not have atforded itself, aud one of the gentlemen
advanced and fired at him,  The shot missed, and the'gentle-
men, fearful of pursuit, thrned and ded to & neighbouring tove
for refuge;  ‘The - bear, alarmed by the noeise of the ritle, was
about to run also, when a bullet from the Indian went crash-
ing through his bain and laid hint dead npon the ground.

The second hunt was by a civilian, and was in sll rezpects
neatly a repetition of the fiest, as regards its tameness and
lack of real m-uly sort. [ pass from fishing and shooting to
other subjects, and before doing so 1 wonld advise all those
who visit Murmy Bay to try the former. T feel convineod
that they will go away pleased, and not return to their homes
with a half stifted anathema upon their lips for those who hal
prrsunded them to try the sport,

PIC-NICE,

Nature has imleed blessed Marmay Bayin the nnmber of
beautiful spots to which quiet picnic parties may carry their
lightsome gaiety. Surrounded Ly the beanty sund grandeur of
Nature, and with the gifts of civilization spread out upon the
grass before them, they can spend a few pleasant and happy
hours away from the noise and din of every-day life,  There
15 4 sort of awe-inspiring solitude in the Awmerican wood.
Evervthing seems to be hushed and still except the rippling
brooks and the lively chirrup of the little squirrel. When
the forest ix thick, not a bind is to be found. The % lrow,” the
most frequented of these beautital pic-nic places, is alont nine
wiles distant from the hotel [t is enllad ¢ Iron™ or v Hole®
because it is situated in a0 dittde vatley between high meun-
tains.  Down this Little valley o considerable stream of water
bounds fram rock to rock, now spreading out into a thin tine
sheet of clear blne water, and uow dashing through a narrow
channel over an abrupt reck,

“oBat the steanger still gaces with wondering ove
On the rocks radely tors, and groves mounted on high
Still loves on the elifs dizay boaders to roan,
Wiiere the torcent leaps headlong enmbosomed in foam”

At the fout of the “Iron™ a little pond §s formed, wherr
those having a faney for trout fshing may whip a sy, | was
abont to ase Mr. Walton's name in connrction withs this Little
item ; but as the newspapers have made pretty free use of it
lately, I am inclined w steer clear and give the genticmads
uame atd ghost a wide berth. Not far from this pool an en-
terprising and wmoney-lovisg Aqlitans has erevted 8 wooden
shed especially for the accommadation of & Yietle parties” and
for the tse of which he exacts a small fee, 1. however, mnst
wmention another frequenter of this ghed, the wasp,  Greatly
to my cost do 1 remember s picenic wineh © oattended here,
When the catables were placed apon the table they wess set
upon by a perfect swarm of these most obnoxions fnse i<
They sotthed upon veal-pies, baws, tongues, and in fact
cverything that was put ont on the table was black with
them.  Moreoser, they setthed on <overal of the persous sit-
ting round the table, T wax one of these, and never shall 1
forget the pain that borrid fosect was the vanse of,

But the = Iron” is not the ouly place to which plensure par-
ties may resort There are adso the Fraser Falls and the Patit
tnissenn. The former is a very pretty spot, and wonbd wel
repay the troulde of a visit, The roads which lead to thess
places are one series Of up-and-<fown hills, and ar very dis-
agreeable to drive over, expecially on a wet day. The Bills
are sometimes very high, and at the foof of these the wecn-
pants have generally to alight, 5o as to affard the poor Least
in the vehicle vvery chance of manoting the rade stesp slope,
Theso littde animals are well used to this work, and display
no small amonnt of pluck in this almost daily work,  But the
Aabitase hax very Httle amerey en his horse, knd will arge him
1w his topmost spesd, even for the pleasure of pagsing aaother
vehicle which he may overtake. Tt is not nausual for several
eirirehes to got abreast on the rosskand moe with one anotber,
1o the great danger of a collision, throwing vut the ececnpants
awd probably killing some of them.

BOATING

I have been 2o often asked whether there was any boating
in Murray Bay, that 1 must say a few words ou this snlject
beefore woing any further.  Boating of course depends upon
the possession of both water and boats . without the one the
other Is useless.  In Murmy Bay there is pleaty of water, bus
boats are very gcaree ; in At there are 1o row boats of any
description.  Canees may be obtained from the Indisns in
consideration of a reasonnble sum of money, but it is not
every one; who wonld care about gettiog into a bark ranoe,
Thoy are so ctanky that tn unskilful hands they would pro-
hably turn bottom apwards and throw theit passeogers out
into the water,  [ast summer two youny 2ports hired a canoe
from Michel, one of the Indinns of the encampment, for the
puspo=e of taking & small turn about the wharf just aboot the
time of the amrival of the Canadian Navigstion Company’s
steamer - Having stepped into the canue they took their <eats
upon the bottom anil paddled atant eevmingly muach pleased,
They, hownver, thought that it would lend greater oclut 1o
their fn . they stood np ns they had fregqrently senn the In-
dians ¢ One manrged to get on his feet salely and thin
steadied Dimself with Lis hands on each side of the canos,
Jbut the other when attempting to do the same lost Yis balance
and, falling ont, npset the canoe,  After floundering about in
the water for a-short time theyeaught hald of the canoe amld
rupported themselves on it Gl assistance arrived, when they
were taken to shore wetter, if not moch wiser, young men,

The only boats which mmay be hired are. what are called
They porsess one virtue, if
virtue it might be called, and that is they are safe,  They are
very seldom nsed’ except by excursion: parties, who may lw
going to Kamourmskna or Petit Rulaseau.. This year some’ uf
the habitante have a yacht which seemd Lo ran very nicely
but still it is-not much in use,  Ladiex, I find, do not cnre
about venturing out in sail boats withont the comfort, congo-
Iation, and protection which is afforded to them. by thase of
the steonger sex, and these latter are exceedingly searce in
Murray Bay. - There are not over a dozon of gentlemen in the
whole ‘place; “and "of ladies you might connt them: by the
RO, :

BATHING.

Bathing may be said to be the most common of .amuse-
ments, as W ix ab Al ser-side resorts.  Murray Bay s a mont
beautiful beach, atretching from the point almost to the' vil-
lage. I bave found, however, that the water in the bay is not

-~ #o &alt an that round the point by the wharf.  This is due 1o
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one sunset, but which ne lapse of time canalter v aftot

Ction with the west.
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the presence of the fresh water from the Murray River; hut |
have found agnin that the water of the bay is much warmer
When the tideis fall and the water has covered the pn:vimm‘)"
uaked beach, the whole shore ik Jiternlly nlive with the forms
of bathers clad inall sorts of bathing gurments, whose colours
are ns many as those of Joseph's coat, while the woods reechy
their merry pesls of laughter, - The fantastic motions of som.,
of the ladics while bathing are most curious mnd sometimes
even laughiable,  Every person has their own way of wetling
themselves ; but - frequently & aumber of bathers collect o,
wether and form a ring, and dancing up nud-down in the water
splash Loth themselves and their neighbouss with the water
in splendid style. The bath being over and the costuyme
changed, the bathers either dircet their steps homeward o
take their seats upon the rovks whiclt are geattered over the
shore, where they cither engage in conversation or bury
themscives in the classical litemture of the day. . The pentl,.,
men, during w1l this time, are supposed to be also going
therongh their ablativus on another part of the shore, usually
that part which cannat, by any possible means, be taken uy,
by the Iadies. 1t {x generally a rongh aod rocky spot, and
situated elose to deep water, [Uis strictly forbidden, unidep
prin of incurring the displeasure of the ladies, to Apprack
their covsecrated bathing ground, and any genthouan why
wortld dare to invade such territory wonbd be considerid ing.
plons, amd, unfess & very gront fuvontite, be promptly vxco.
wmunicated from social villgreship,

It i greatly to be regretted that the ladies and geationey
de not bathe together upon the same beacl, as is the custgy
at the fashionable watering-places of the States, I such vy
the cuse, ladies would stand n goid chance of fearning to swiyy
an aceomptistinent ju which every person shonld becny
n protcirat. I all would bearn to swim, how many valwode
lives wonld be saved instead of the number Qeat aee nonually
lost, even within a short distanee of shore or assistanee, ’

RUTIAL INTRRCOUHRSY,

Iu oue point above all others dovs Murmy Hay sarpass o)
vthor watering pinces——sociality.  There is po st formality
presont here, such as you see at Cacouns, Thers o e
fashionable drossing too. In Caconua a person might stav at
the Bote! and kuow just as many peaple at the end of 100l
as when he fiest arcived, T ode ot mean toosay, it ma
remenrbered, that introdactions to strangers are nut e
ingly desitable as a goand as to whose acquaintancs you are
waking, but when & peesont i< well Ruown besth by name ol
in seviety, sarely ther can be no harm in speaking to b
withott an futroduction.  There are fome people who oy

ristl up their eves and hold their breath at the ban: theughks of
such a state of things Well, tothem T owanld sav gol b 5l
means, to Cacvonna;, bat to others, and L am sare they an o

the amajority, I woenbl eay, if yon really wizh to enjos
plrasant smmmey tetesat, go to Muarsay Bay, Thers is sotaes
thing ~a benutiful it the wild scenery of the mountains. 1o
desertlor it would Be an impossibitlity,  Comparicone doonih
it, and fiwures of speech only cenfuse the mind, The wonle
vogrmnad T cawiul” v osablime,” bave been frequently employd
to deseribe soppery &0 far inforior to that which here ments
your eye inany direction, that they would be rejented as weak
stonlezs were thers any others that could b

cmpoyed.

BORNERY.

To s the monntaing here to advantage vou must gaae Ui
thetn during the brilliant aunsets, or when Natars bas put op
her migriest agpert’ When  the bibitnig plays alamy
summits, and the thooder, inoreased in pooasr by a thons
evhoes, grumbles ovaer the sky. As far as the oye wan tewls
the monutains aee fo be seen, topping one over the othi s
strangy disorder, :

& FPhe hills, the everiastiog hills,
How peerlessly thiy rise,

Like earth's gigantic sentinels
Dixcoursing in the skies

W can possibly deseribe a annset as it gpprars over the
Loagrentinn Bange of Mountains on the north shore of the NG
Lawrence? | have nover in the eonrse of my teavels et any-
thing that can, in my opduion, pessibly compare in gbay
anbiimity with thedescent of the sut Ttis by comparing of
which exvite ctotion in the wmore familier and goatee things
that see conecive the extent of their beauty. But this sunset
beyoud it in anblimity.  [Csiands gnsurpassd
glory, It alone can iltustrat: itself. "Phe changing o
atdd the richuess of the tiut ag the am craduady sioks b
the topa of the mountains, s pomething whivh itix inpse
to conccive the grandeur of, .

Onee mote must I have reconrse to Byrow's deserijption of
the Alps,

and

“ Day dies like the dolphin, whom ench pang tmbues o
With s new colour ns it gasgps away, - The kst -no
Theu all ix o'er, and all s grey” Phovetio,

PThere I3 bt one Ningam ; but it omay change aml sink et
an inconsiderable rapid in the Inpse of time, so theae isd

How mus<t our forefathers have been enraptured by *fll“;‘
glorious sight, and how can we be sueprised that the simgee
savage should conneet the iden of hic God with this mast

magnificent sl usefl of Juminaries!
CTHE CHURCH.

Murny Bay possesses . one: Protestant chavch, whicl is el
by both the English and Prishytorian denominations, 1t
very comfortable, well. scated-nnd tighted, nud it kept most
serupulonsly clean, 'The brilding s of wonil; nicely vurnisticd
or painted, B

COMMURITATION WiTH THE WEST.

There in ona great druwback to the growth of Mugey !\:\}‘
ak & watering-place, and that iz the want of daily commmet
It the Montrea! Telegraph Company wer
to open an office hiere, 1 think that it woold do a- great (l:":l!
townrds advancing the place. 'But at present it is extremely
awkward for business: people to five here, as they know ot

~the hour they are required home, and there are no means by

which™ they ean- ascertain thiz knowledge, A ratlway ixo
course out of the question, the mountains forming o grent
obatacls o ite coustruction.  The ' Navigation -Cowpani s

steamers toneh nt the wharf four times a werk on the down-~




