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"How could 1 ?" Site goes forward ant

strokes the filly's ajîken neck*, thon, with het
hand stili on it, lifts her dark-lashed eyes to th(
face of the man standing beaide her. -I holx
she will ho fertunate," the aweet, frank voict
r-aya, eagerly ; I hope ahe will aweep every.
thing ho fore her; but I fear thora is no mpeli ii
the name to bring sucb a thing te pan."

"lI would rather she failed undar your name,
than te aucceed with any other," he answers,
10w and quickly.

Riding back toward Fairfielda in the soft,
purpia dusk, Sophy aya :

IlWhat a fortunate thin g it is, Kte, thai
Mise Vaughn bas deferred hber visit until tii
races ara se near at band 1 They may serve t(
entertain her. Did 1 tell Von that manima haý
a letter from Randal to.dây, and ho and Mim
Vaughn, and Mise Vaughn'a brother, will. ii
haro to-rnorrow."

IlNo, you did not tellinme," saye Rate, witi
interoat. "lSe she ia positively coming t Hom
Miss Palner's star wiil wsna !-will it net
Have we told you about the distinguisheý
viaitor'we are axpecting?" aho gees on, turnine
te Tarleton. "0Of course you have heard of bel
-porbapa you mnay evan know her - Misi
Fl, rida Vaugh."

"Florida Vaughn !" ho raperta, and his ton(
expresses sucb intense amazernent, tegethat
with aomething very like consternation, thsi
Kato glances at bim with surprise. IlAre ye
in eosriiest 1 Do yeni really mean that s/se ù
cening te Fait fllds?"

"1 really mean it. Yeu know her, thon "

Yea, 1 know ber." la it only Kate's fancy,
or doas hia voice take a tone of bittornesa as h(
uttora those worda t?I n Heaven'a name, wbsi
-is the rneaning cf qnch a freak 1 Hew doee she,
cf ail people, chance to be coming bore r'

I de't knew what is the rnoaning cf thE
freak on bar part, but, as far as wo are concern.
ed, she is coming becanse Aunt Margaret, at
Randal's requoat, wrete and asked her to do 8o.
1'erhaps yen hava beard that Randal la desper-
ately in loe with ber? She has traated bim
very badly ; but ha still danglea after her, until
wo hava lest ail patience with birn, and thini
that ho bas very little Bouse or self-respect."

661 raniernhr, new, that 1 hava beard cf bira
as oeeof ber victima ; but 1 paid littie atten.
tien te thea mattor, sud forgot it. No doubt he
stil! dangias after her ; be'll have uncommet
pluck if he relea-es himaelf frein Flerida Vaughn,
as long as sbe has a nîind te, keep bim in hor
train."

"la she se very fascinating t"
"Fascinatitnig! - yes," he answers, while his

brows draw togethor, "lbut absolutely heartless
andtil the more dangerous for that."

Thera ia a monont's pause. Before' them,
in the stili tinted west, shines out the delicate
lustre ef the ovenin g tar ; behind, the full moon
is rising mjesticaly9over the forest-clad his
ahl around is spread the sulent landacape, softly
tonad by twilight sadows. It is lika a picture
te Kate-a picturo tbst she nover fergets ; yet
ahe recives tha impression lîalf.nncona.-iously,
for ber theughta are busy with Misa Vaughn
and when she presently speaka, it is to say :

IlCan you imagine why she i8 coming Y is il
at iiil probable that she thinks cf marrying
Randal r'

"Altegi-ther impîrobable, 1i ,hould say, and
theretort I amn at a ba8s te ceuceive what har mo-
tiva fer comiug eau h."

"lIt haa puzzlad us a good deal te imagine
what it eau b.

I1 do net tunderitand it at ahl," ha saya,
speaking as if to hiriseît, " but I wish-frein
my seuli 1wish-she were sud coring."

CHAPTER XI.
"Witbin her face

Htuility and dignlty
Were met ln a n'est sweet embrsca

1 believe I forgot te mention, nîy 'lpar,"
imys Mie. Lawrence at the breakfaht tabla b«thât
Miss Brooka wiIl b,- hare o t-day.".

IThat is at ksast convanie-ut as ragaid.. the
carriage," as Mrs;. Lawrenc-e, ini a teut- which
seema te imply that it iq net cou venient as re'-
gards anything oIse. 'Raiidal hss written that
Miss Vaughn, her brother, and hirnseif", will
reach Aringford te-day ; se tbey eau aIl corne
te Fairfieldi. together."

"i foar net, unlees you detain the firet corners
in Aringford some time, The train on wbich
Miss Brooke will corne in a different train frum
that on which Randal and bis frienda expect te

A who makes ant effort of the kind site abakas bi
r head merrily -

le IdEver se aorry, but I can't stop a minute
e elle cries. 4"I am geing re the station te meel
e a visiter, and tho train is neariy due."
y. Site drives on iapidly, and reachea the station
ýn with ja five minutes te, spare.LNow, Bon," shle says te the amail groom-s
6, balf-growu mulatto boy-wbo is seated in the
9, rumbla, I wonder if 1 can trust yeu te held

Modec when the train cenest Ho always pro-
t, tends te ho, draadftîliy frigliteued, aud trios te

run awsy ; but you muet net lot hirn go. 1
t weuld stay te held bim mysîf, only 1 have
le te niaot the lady.-Oh, Mr. Tarleten ! is this
o yen ?"
id A bright blush and brigbter amile accom-
tas panies these verds, for Tat etou'ài appoarance is
e altogether unexpocted, ns ho makes hiq way

through the waitirg greupe on the platforrn. and
,h contas up te the sida cf the phaeten.
wv «It is 1,-iflIbe1,nUIdo thinkI b,' " be

ireplies. "dCen I be cf any service?1 Have yen,
,d like myseif, corne te meot a friandt
g - " dYes ; 1 have ceune te meet Miss Brook..
r Do yen know haer ? Yensoorn te know every.~s body."

"Do yen rnoan Miss Anatasia Brooke 1 Yes,
e 1 knew lber very well, and I sbonld have lest my
r besrt te bier long ago but for a slight diacre.
t peîtcy in age, aud a fow othor thinga. I arn glad
nu yen have comate t meet /ter. 1 vas afraid,
is wben 1 aaw yen, that yen bad corne for Miss

Vau«hni."
"That would ho quito uunecessary, since

r~Miss Vsugbnbsas reacbed Fairfielda by this time.
e She arrived on the ether traiu-twe heurs go."
t The shadevwbich falîs over bis face at this
Pnova s enmistakablo evidence cf wbat lho feels.

dgI1boped elle might change baer mind at the
oe last moment," hoe says. "lShe in capricieus as
i.the vind."

t IdWhy ara yen se avarse te seeing bier t" asks
Rate, lookiug at birn curieusiy. IlDo yen

-. really dislikelber t"
nBefore hoe can asaer this question, thora i8aa
distant rumbie whieb tells of the approacb of

k the train ; aud Medoc, prickiug np hi& oars, at
once begins te movo nnensily.

a1 "dOit, nover mmud 1 1 au manage hum," says
1. Rate, as Tarlaton anggests the expediency cf
a bier alightinR. I will bold hirn if yen will ho
n kind euough te meet Miss Brook. and bring bier

hera. I do net know bier at ail."
Id I will meet bier with piensure ; but!qI de not

like te beave yen with that bora.."
"Modec sud I ktîov ench other," says Rate,

n rpig the raina round bier banda, and holding
Medoc, despite hie plunging, ns the train conaes
with a wild bewl and a thunderetis rush.
"Pray ge 1" @she adds, nofldintg te Tarleton.

Smne m uett meet Miss Brook.."
Thus adjnred, and soing that elhe in perfectly

capable ef managing the horse', Tarloton gees,
yand within a few mnuties-by the turne. Modoc
0is qnietod and Rate in able te beave the phaeton

t -returna with a lady oit bis arin, baer msid fol-
lowiug with satehels and sbawls. A weman of
net more titan fifty, vitb aoft gray puifs eof hair
framing a iierene, hantisome face, .ont of whicb

b brigbt, dark eyes loek- this is Miss Brooke.
Wlien elle meets Rate, elbe bolid ont lber hand
with a smihe sucli as the Irisb cal"dthe sun-
éhine of the beart."
Id ;'So gledto know yen, my dear !" sha sava.

cau' fel thtvo are straugors at ahi, for
yen are Alla's daugtr e hti u
face."gte.I ' ttt nye

",De yen, indaod t" cries 'R ate. " 1Ah, I arn
enheapi y te bear you say se! I den't war't te
look like snybedy but my doar fathor. And
yen wera his frieud, too, thon ?'

His friend, bis conrade, bis.coiinseiber, and
biq adorer, ail in eue," says Miss Brook.', sînil-
ing, Id Lotrie kis)ou, uîy dear. for itis sa ke,
as 1 knnv thit, la-fora long, 1 shail kiss voit for
your ewu. Thete! new that is settled, and va
art, friands."

"lHow kind you are V" amys Rate; and bo%
Izlad I -am that it was 1I vis eitie to ene you1
Auint Margaret thonght Sophy or Janet eugbt te
corne ; but they ware hoth detainied at the last
minuta, se h was sent. Nov, Mr. Tarletots'-
mudtd-nly reeniberînig that hist standing by-

1I must net keep yen longer. ,If von will put
Mis§ Brook.' in the plîsoton, 1 Illlty g
sud finci your friand."viiltyug

IlMy friend eau take care cf hirneelf," nays
Tarleten, with tbe moot evideutly bonos.t ln-
differance concerning that pe raonsge's fate er
vhareabenta. "Yn muet [eat me.ho-cf-se a -

rWheu good ssea.'aid good temper are joined t.
gpuerosity and ceurtesy, there are fev persens
able te rasiat the combination, aveu vben it is

tnet snpportod by sncb bigb social position sud
largo fortune as abe possessea.
1 Dîiriug the dri ve their conversatieon has
ranged ever many tepii,, aud the bright, dank

t eyea of the aider wornan grow mementiy kinder
8 as they turu te the aparkliug face of the

veungar. But wheu they enter the Rate of Fair-
-filds, a sitade cf rnelaucbely cernes over hae

face, snd in baer eyes an expression ef saduess
E gathers a,« tbey reat on thae ld bouse, standing
e lu diRnifled state arnid its rny-tinted tt-ees.
t " How litt e it bas cbanged !" ahe says, witi

a sigh. " Yet it la twenty years sin ce I aav it
luIt. Can yen realize that, my dear? It seern

t a very short tirne te me, but it ha.. beau long
ï eneugh te, brin g a nov gouaratien ou tie stage.'

" But wo deu't monopolize it," aays Rate.
"On tbe contrary, wo feel that we are very uew-

t corners."
As they approeh the bouse, Mr. Lawrene

appears ou the piazza, sud, vbile hoe stands at
the bead of the stops witb the raya ef the sink-

-ing sun streaming on bis ereet figureansd un'
cevered baad, Misa Brooke leeks at hlm witl
the sae saduosa in bier giance.

" Meu do net vear ns vehl as bouses," ah.
* ays ; 'lsud yet hoe las voru hotter than meat.
*Well, my fieîtd, haro I arn, yen seca1" ' e asys,
iexteuding bier baud te hlm, as Rate vitb s
ow wopiug curve drave the phaotou up.

Ho claspa it witb a varmtb rare even iluoe
se uuiformhy galansd bospitable as blînseif.
Nor la Mra. Lavrence, who nov makes barr ap-

prn ce, ls cordial in bier velcoma. She
0eadsMiss Breeke ilnte the beuse, while Rate,

flyiug avay te bier ovu quartera, burats lu upen
Sopby and Janet lîke s whirlwind.

î "4Girls," ah. cries, breatblessly, " 1ar ni.
loe !-d-teoply lu love ! Miss Breeke is charm.
* IZ lug eyd expression 1 She looks liko s boe-e
Lvelet qu.'en.dovagor, and ahe talks-eh, sbt
taike deiigbtfully ! Hew vas sncb a voman

Lever aleved te hocome an eld rnaid t If 1 vere
aan, 1 weuld aven yet ' builci me s willow
cabin .4tlber gata,' sn u k/e lber înanry me."

" Mnch yen knew wliat yon vould dIo if yen
iaro a minu!" saya Janet, scornfîthly. "luI.
Fstaad- cf appreciatiug savesuan of sans.', like

Misa Breeka, ne doubt yen weuld follev iu
Randsl'a steps, and makea sfoel ef youraell
about the flesh-.'n'l-bloed beanty wbo bas an-
riveol bore siece yen hava beau gete."

" Oh, do tell tue abeut lber !" crias KRda, with
vividi intorest. «« la she tory beantiful t"

" Sle la the moat beautifful voman 1 bave
evor sean !" sys Sopby. "I1 do net vouder
that abe turne rn's be'tds. I arn sure Ishonld
fall in love vith bier at once."."I should net,," sa8 Janet. «'If I were s
man ! 1 vould net put my heart dovu 'lun tho
way ef a fair vorn'a foot'-and that is sîl that
weuld coeeof falling iu loe witb Miss
Vangbu. 1 do net like lier nos! Somebcdy
bas said that the aquihine beud le always bard
sud cruel in a vemau-and 1 believe it la."i

" Mr. Tarleten says tbat ahebu asne heart,"
observes Rate, uuguandedly.

" Se be tried te fiud it, did hoe t" nks Sopby.
"I1 do't think se," re ies Rata, qnîckly.

"Ha did iot speak as if hoe iked lhrst ail."'
" A maxi nover likea a voinuwbo bas bat]

the bad taiste net tô like him," says Janet, who
bas a habit cf taîkin nif abe vore threeacoe,
sud poasossed au exhaustive kuewhedge of the
vaititiesansd folies of nankind.

An heur latar, Rate havisîg cempleted het
toilet in advsutce cf liar cousins, takea bier vsy
dewtt-ctairs sud enterà the' draving-reotn,wbere,
as yet, tviligltt reigus uudistnrbod, slave by the
red glow of te tl-e whichbhuma ou tha hearth,
fotr the October eveuings have ahraady a erisp
chifl.

bloving acress the Iloor vitb a stop -ta ight
as lier heart, ah.' cita devu te the openanosu,
snd, touching tii.' kays softly, bogies te sing.
Otne ef the tender nid bailada wbich eoes
ri.;es to lbar lips, heit hefore she bas gone tbneugh
a aitige versa bier tutn-s ceasesasddeuly, ler sIte
liears a fantitiar veice in the hall ssy:

" Cerne ite t drawing roorn. Sornebody is
devis, fer h hear the piano."

" Rassdeh !-sud Mr. Vaughu, ne &eubt
she tas o t brseif, risiug witb an impulsa or
fligbt. Even if flight vore net undignifi -d,
heveven, she bas not turne fer it, since the uext
moment tve masculine figures enter sud ativauce
teward* vîsere ah.' stands in the obscurity-a
grâceful, abonder prosenco, vitb tbe fltfnl ira-

othreads et wboso livea are destiued te cross ie
a9 more titan eue fashion, hock at eacb etbar for the
ýs firat tino.

d What Mr. Vaugbn ans, vo kuov. . Wbat
Rate sees la a tail, distiuguisbed-lookiug mans,

ýs Witb a pale complexion, a q ilina featuras, cold
k sud rather saalewi eyes, silken-brcvu hair, sud
ýr vbiekera (aiso brovu) se long that they uearly
e tosîch bis sheuldera.

Ho is a inu vbse cenutenauce silden be-
ýr traya anythîng hoe may ho tbinking or feeling ;
kq bat thora aree on rtve signa siguificaut cf ap-
g prevalior disapproval, vhicb Randal knewR, anti

b yhe vbice h 50 at praseut that even this most
h fastidiona gentleman is ploased sud surprised b y
ýt the appoaranco of the girl bafone hsm. His
S quick yet quiet gianco dvols eon ber for a mc-
g ment lu keen scrutiuy, then hosasys, vitb wbat

ton hlmi is marked ernphasis :
I arn exceediugiy happy te have the pies-

sure cf saeing sud kuoving yen ; for I feal that
1 hiavea sdaim te your acquitintauco, uniona yoîî

e haveanauobjection to disceverng nov relations."
t Rate looks at bim s ittle dotsbtfully.

I do net kuovwbahtbar I have an objection
i- or net," sbe anevera, ".Rince I have neyver bati
i the gratification-salIsyo icvrn

te Let ashope that yen viilceunt it a grati-
fctole asys, *'-or the moment cf nôvel ex -

penieuce bas corne. Allov me te prasent rny.
aself te yen as a cousin, sud te bepe that vo may

ne a great deal cf each other in the future."
e Iguoring the baud whlch ha exteuda, Rite ra-
garda hlm vith a gaze lunvlîicb amtnistbaent is
largely minglod vith iucredulity.
e "IlYen must ho nistaken," ahae sys. 4"I1do

lnet tblnk it possible that va are cousins ; at
t leut, 1 can't imagina hew it is possible."

II "Lot me make it dlean," ha raspends, witb s
il amihe. "lYen are probabhy net mach cf a
. ganoalogit-young people seldon are ; but yen
. ara, cf course, avare that vour mother vas a
aMiss Ashten. Se vas my mother, sud tbay
ivere cousins-second cousins. TItis givas ime

B the bappinescf haiug your thirti cousini; anti,
y aince my naine la Ashton Vanghn, 1 hope yen

ara suffiieutly con viuced te recegnize me as a
ikinarnan."

- Hieascanner is aventbiug that it sbonld b.',
sud hi.e ertaiuiy sakingmran vbor moït potu-
plu vould ho veny wililiug te racegnize-a nt
in su îoqe vains it is evidont that bina hIe '.1
flova, sud wbose breeditîg la cf the highet-i
erden ; but Kate, vitb an instinct see ardhy

Lunderotansude. tihi fools an odd raluctaîsce te put
baer baud lu the oee vicbh ite ra. Slto 'boas
se, bevever, courteonaly, if net cerdially.

IlNo doubt yeu n right," she says. I 1 an
a very poor geneabogiat, sud I bave nover bad an
opportuuity te kuov anythiug cf my mothen's
relatives."

"Thora are net many cf us te knuvw," repiied
Mn. Vaugbn, 14and a third cousin la a telaticu
that may ho conveuiontly near, or far, a-soe
chooses te mako it. 1 coufess that 1 am ambi-
tiens of beisug admitted to ail the rigbts sud
priviheges cf sîsar rehationshigt ; but, if yen
choose te set sue at a distance, 1 eau enhy boy
iii rosignatien."

I arn afnatid yen tbiuk 1 amnont very gra-
cions," she soyas, vith aslsight blnsb;Il"but as
yen said a momtent aRo, this is a novel ex-
perionco te me. IlYon ara the firat Ashton
whom 1Ilbave aven seau."

Il Except the eue wbon yen nee in your min-
no," hoe says. 1 imust net suiffur yon te ferget
ihbat yen are as muctu au Ashtttn a-t 1am."

ilif nncousciously ah. ilberanit-ad preudly
IlEverybody vbo knows me telle me that I

anu a laîvroce-altoge-tber, a Lawrence," alie
saye. 11 I an glad cf it. If I sut haîf Ashton
in bloed, I an ail Lavrence in boat."

"R ate V" sitys Raudaîl, lu s half-sbecked,
balf-vaning toue; but Mr. Vaugbu bauglîs.
The piquaucy cf this ontapoken distike plea
him, since ha outantains ne doubt vbatuver cf
liis power te change it.

"11But wo-I s4poakiseau Astou-de net mesu
te ha altogethor hauished I nom sncb a fair terri-
tory as your beant muet h," ho says. IISnrely
yen hava net barred the door againttus 1"

"'It baq net beau w trtiî whilte odo se," she
asaers. carelessly. 6"No eue cf tho nana bas
e-ver kuockod at it. If I hait kuovun y
esether, 1I shîoubd prebably feel diffsreuîly," ah.
adda, after a mment's pansa; but I nover
knov ber."

"11Non hava yen ovar seeu your unobe, Mn.
Edvard Ashton, I believe ?"

1No," abe replies. "I1 have nover seen
hlm. I trust that 1 nover shail ne hum."


