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A FEW DAYS.
Just a few days! Ah, such a few
Since the surmmer moon watelied nme and you,

A e loitered along the golden sand,
leart in heart and hand in hand:
And the waves in eternal ebb and flow
Chinied to yoursweet words, soft and low
Ah me! such a few little days ago.

Just a few days! The wooing breeze
Swept softly over the sleeping seas,
Wln*sperimg. whispering hope and truth,
Ii the happy langruage love teaches youth;
Which ithe tiniy wavelets seemed to know.
As thev broke at the feet that lingered slow
At their marge a few little days ago.

JAlt a few days! And to-uigbt I stood
Atone at the elie of the risicg flood;
rhere was nota murmnur of J.y for me

ln the angry mnoan of the rising Cea;rhere was but a menace, stern and low,
Speakiug <f treachery, loss, and woe,
AIl wrought siice a few little days ago.

S. K. PHILLIPS.

(For teW &CANADIAN ILLUsTRATED NEws.)

LUCREZIA BOR GIA.

A tEM INIsC'ENCE OF GRAND OPERA.

i
It is the palace of the Grimani at Venice,

beautiful Venice, the Bride of the Sea. A gor-
geous festival is going on by night. The terrace
and the palace are illuminated. Masks flit
amnong the shrubbery. At the back, gleams the
Ii l'of the Gtidecca, on whicli gondolas skim
darkling at intervals. A number of' young ca-
valiers in the service of the Republic, Gazella,
Petrucci, Vitellozzo, Liverotto, Orsini and Gen-
naro, are attached to the suite of Grimani who is
about to start on an embassy to the court of Fer-
rara, and who gives this festival at his palace to
celebrate his departure. The reigning Duke of
Ferrara is )on Alfonso d'Este, and his Duchess
is the fiuned Lucrezia Borgia. The young cava-
liers are ont tupon tuie terrace. They descant on
tlie glories of their country, on the pleasures of
their embassy. But while praising the splendors
or the court-of Ferrara to which they are repair-
ing, they all unite in horror and dread of the
Borgia. Orsini is particularly eloquent on this
thenie. All listen to him intently except Gen-
nairo, who wraps his mantle round hin, turns on
his side and fidls asleep. The music of the dance
strikes tupon the ear. The young men retire,1
leaving (einnaro alone.

A gondola pisses, and lands at the foot of the1terrac'. A inasked lady steps ont of it. She1
advances cattiously, secs Gpinaro asleep, ap-

lînaches ani reinains gazing upon hlm with1
pleasume and awe. It is Lucrezia Borgia She1
lias just arrived on a secret visit to Venice, ac-1
comnphnied onily by one Gubetta, a Spaniard.i
Standing over the slumbering forni of Gennaro,(
she bursts ont in that inzuuortal song Con' e bello.(
The beauty of the sleeping cavalier fills her soul,(
she wants to awaken him, to speak to him, but(
sie dares not. At length, however, driven byt
lier passion, sie stoops aiA kisses the hand. of1

meinar'o. lie awakes and detains her hy the
arîî. Frightened, she endeavors to break from 1
hum, but lie 1oids lier fervidly and pours hisloved
l ito ber ear, for hetoo is fascinîated by lier tran-(
soeidenet beauty. They converse. But in thef
course of their dialogue, Gennaro confesses that,
beort everthing else, his heart is set upon bisniotîter whozn lie neyer knew and about whose
history there lies the shadow of a great mystery.
Lucrezia, more and more interested, entreats
him to relate the sad story. He does so in the9
beautiful song, Di pescatore ignobile, so well-
knîowii in English as: Make me no Gaudy Cluiplet.d
The burden is as follows : " I believed I was born
of fislermen pirents, and I lived with them in
the lowly buts of the Neaiolitau shore, during ,
the first years of my childiood. But one day,
an unknown knight drew me out of mny error.
He gave nie arns and a steed and leit a screed inai
ny hiands. It was penned by my nother. She

told nie of the fate to which she had fallen a vic-r
tim, said she trembled, day and night, for her-
self and for me and begged me never to reveali
her niame. I bave obeyed lier." Lucrezia isdeeply noved at the recital, and passionately
urges lhun to love that mnother; am z tua mdre.a ei0, with hie fervent soul of youth, e

Ever adore thy mother, vPray that lier fate nay be avertedb
Ard aiînuged into auôner; n s
Iray for thie day lier toniugn kisst
Welcomes thee on her breast.

Thîe tender interview is inzterrupted. Ladies
anîd cavaliers in masks approacli from differe t
lpnt. .Anong tem is Orsitti, whîo recognizesLucrezia Bor'gia. And no. w'onder. A t a ban-
quet, she stabbed the brother of bis mother and
poisonied lis own brother Vitelli while lie was
sleeping. The scenie of revelationu that follows isa
terrîible. Lucreziais cowed untder the accusation of e~
Orsiuî, not so muchi throtugh dread of im, btut b
hecause sbe fears to lose tie love of Gennaro. s<She tears off lher mnask, throws hierself at the d
latter's feet, and with tie cry of horror from the
lips of all the thirong, she faints awaîy.

II.
It is a, public place in Ferrara. On one side, a

palace withî a gallery, and unîder it an escutcheon bof nmarble, on which is written, ini visible cliarac-b
ters of gilt mnetal, the onie wvord BoRorîA. On tic p'
otiher side, a salal htouse, the windîows of wbicht
are illumninatedl fl-om within. The timne is nigbt. o
Thte D>uke of Fer'rara anîd lis attendant, Rusti-
gliello, walk up and down in front of the >lace.
J.ealousy gnaws the heart of the Duke. e be-
Heves that the Duchess is in love with Gennaro.
Shaking his sword at the lighted windows of the

small louse.opposite, where Gennaro resides, he
p roclaims his vengeance in a tempest of song.

Rustighello goads bis wrath, and their plans are
aIl prepared when the lights are suddenly extiin-
guisled in. the bouse of Gennaro, and the youngcavaliers issue gaily into the square. Then the
Duke and Rustighello retire. The youths fill
the square with their badinage. Noticing that
Gennaro is a little thoughtful, they niake hin the
butt of their merriment. At length, Liverotto
goes so far as to say that Gennaro is ln love witl
Lucrezia. The latter flares up at once.

"Signors," lie exclaims, "I swear to heaven
that I will endure no bantering. The man
does not live who abhors the she fiend more
tlian I do."

'Be silent," whispered Petrucci; yonder
stands lier palace."

" In that case my action will suit my words."
Gennaro then ascends a flight of stairs leadizg

to the escutcheon and with his dagger strikes
out the first letter of the name BORGIA.

Now read the inscription," he cries.
And they read ORGIA 1
After which escapade Gennaro retires to his

dwelling and his companions disperse.Outraged beyond measure at the insult offered
to lier name, the Duchess of Ferrara extorts anoath from her husband romising the immediate
capital punishment of t e culprit. The culprit
is produced at once, having been already arrest-
ed by the minions of the uke for his supposed
attachinent to the Duchess. The Duke and Lu-
crezia mount the chair of judgment, the criminal
is ushered into their presence, and, when the
Duchess recognizes him, she is seized with con-
sternation. She pleads for him, thus increasinglier husband's suspicions, but she pleads in vain,
because, upon beinginterrogated, Gennarobrave-
ly confesses having mutilated the Ducal escuth-
cheon. He is led into a guard roonu while thedeliberations proceed, and Lucrezia seizes the
opportunity to press his suit with her Lord, butit a in vain. The beautiful tigress then tu-ns to
threats.

Aye, tho'the fornr ofmy làusbauds ye lord it,Don Alfijiio, too steruly, I tell thee
'T'hey that have wronged me have ever dieplored it.And they that wilI slight me eau ner shun my fury.Ail thy malice 1 sru with dersion,
Know limaI Ilîu hast with the Borgia to desi,wNary, wary, Alfonso, be war g
Know that thôu hast with the Borgia to deal.
But the Duke is inexorable. He leaves berthe dread alternative of seeing Gennaro die bythe sword of bis agent Rustighello at once beforelier eyes, or of administering with her own handthe fanious Borgia wine, a fearful and most dead-

ty poison. Driven t despair; Lucrezia acceltsthe latter proposition. The prisoner la broughît E
hack ito the presence and is nade to believe J
tlat lie be to drink a parting cup with the Duke 1and tiien be liberated. A salver la fetcicd <don which are two vessels, one of silver, th other
of gold, and two cups. The Duke helpa houisefout of the silver vessel, Lucrezia pon osnt teGennaro from the golden vase. Sure of hia vit- s
tint, the Duke then leaves Lucrezia to revea -tosfhini the horrible snare into wlhich lie ias fale , r
when, in her agony, she remembers ha ing upoir
lier person the only known antidote to the fatal
draught. This she forces the half-maddened FGennaro to drink, and gives him ineans to escape
from the palace. 8

It is the Negroni Palace at Ferrara, brilliantlyilluniinated and decorated. On a table covereddwith rare.luxuries and flowers, the Princess Ne-
groni is seated, surrounded by ber ladies of honor. oAll the young Venetianî envoys are present and tGennaro among them. It was a fatal impru- adence on his part. Restored to life and health ji
again, be should have left the city forthwith c
being puirsued by the Duke, but he allows him-self to be persuaded by bis friend Orsini to ac- olcept an engagement at the banquet of the youn g aand wealthy Princess Negroni. He, therefore, ciconsents to postpoue his departure till the mor- ta
ow, not, however, without iany nisgivingsand w'orebodings. The festival is splendid, but it is tedooned to have a terrible termination. In thenidst of the gencral merriment a quarrel arisesbetweeu Orsini and Gabetta ; rapiers and daggersre braulished aloft. The ladies fly like frigh

lnnîed doves. A temporarv lull ensies, durin gwhich Orsini sings the roliicking son which 1 Al-goni has nade memorable for ever. olding his cioblet in air, he intones Ilsegreto per caserfelice. gr
thiO the secret of bila, li prfection thIs never to raise an obection tWhether winter han g tears on the bbushes,Or the suiner kies ecks themu in blushe,. co

Drink sud pity the fool who n uorrow
Ever wastes the pale shade of a thought, tNever hope for ondjotfrnom the mnorrow,atsave a new day of joy by Il brouîght. di

All drink, except thesp Gubetta, who Sti
mpties lis goblet over lis soulder, but tIe lUont la suddenly interrupted by tIe distant l
ound of a funeral bell and voices chanting lu a tco
oleful tone :t

*La gioja de' profanl co
E un fumo passegler. rel
The joy of th. ainner f
la a amoke that panse,.

The lights of the banquet-hall begin to turnut
lue and gradually pale, and a procession of Ca- to
ucin moniks files ln. The revellers begin to w
remuble, but 4heir hr-or la ut its height when, ire
i tic threshiold of tic hall, attended by armed le
enu, they beholdl-Lucrezia Borgia. tic"We arc lost I" is the general cry. tao
" Yes, I am tic Borgia - h

un ballo, un tristo ballo asvol ni deste lu Venezta ; so reudo a vo belUns cens lu Ferrara. dnO

1

POOT NOTES.
EVERY species of suake muay be permanently

driven away from au infested place by planting
geraniums. •*-

MOUNTAINEERING iasrapidly becoming fashion-
able in France. The French Alpine Club now
comprises 850 members.

Albert Smith's faned talking-fish lias been
equalled by one of the elephnits in the Paris
Jardin des Plantes, which lias been taught to ar-
ticulate " Papa " most distinctly with its trunk.

THE Duchess of Edinburgh is an accomplished
linguist. It la said that at lier imperial father's
court, she was able to speak with all the foreignembassadors, except the Turkish, in their own
language.

A REGATTA by electrie light formed part of
the rejoicings on the occasion of the late visit of
the Emperor of Austria to one of the Italian sea-
coast towns. The idea might be brought into
use in British and Canadian waters.

THE prospects of the Volunteer season in Eng-
and, thi year are, ita dstated, financially ro-
îeate. There la estiinated te be something pvcr£30,000 offered in prizes at the varions metro-
polita n and provincial meetings. How about
Canada -

RECENTLY in an English theatre, the stage
manager struck a supernumerary wio had exas-
perated hit behind the scenes, whereupon the
upernumterary caine before the footlights and
ormally announced to the audience that hle had
esigned.
Apropos of the Pope's pungent sayings at an

udience, a few days ago, wheu some persons re-
mained silent wlen le addressed them, and
tanding when they should have kntelt, le said,
miliug, "The last addition of statues to the
Vatican collection," and passed on.

TE closing of the Café Procope, in the Rue
e l'Ancienne-Comédie, the oldest establishment
f the kimd in Paris, and once the resort of Vol-
aire and the literary clebrities of his day, was
unnounîced somte months since. The Café lias
ust been reopened, however, in a very brilliant1
ondition.

T Hsensation among the fashionable loungerstr Chelteam this season isla young German
îdy of tender years, who drives in a toy dog-t

eat a pnir of vey hanlsome and spirited ponies, t
nden. This litte lady is a most accomplished
hp, and her noval equipage excites much at-

.tion.TuE death is announiced of the father of Eng- 1sh Chess players, Mr. Samuel Newham, whoi
xpired some days ago at his residence in Nott- d
gham, at the ripe age of 83. The deceased
entleman wa at one time the strongest provin-bal player, and in 1851 he took part in 'the
'cat Innterational Tournament, where le had I
e ill-nk of meeting in the firat round one of t
Le strongest opponenta, the great Hungarian0
en, by whom he was thrown out from further
'mpetition. M
A DtscOVERY of treasure las just been made Q
Courbevoie, near Paris. A labourer, while h

gging the foundation of a wall in Avenue de
.Denis, near the site of a former convent of b
ranimes, found at the depth of about a foot be-
w the floor of a cellar, two amall boxes, one Qqntaining 79 gold jieces of 48 livres, bearing the image of Louis XV., and the other 587 silver "
ins of six livres, of the same and following te
igus, the whole forming a value of about 7,000
ancs, to the half of which the finder is entitled.
ANGLO-INDIANs are geuerally exercised about
e kind of reception which they ought to giveIthe Prince of Wales• They are saying that it 4Ild be awkward if le were to go out as the
presentative of the Cueen, since in that case pi
would take precedence of the Viceroy, and el

ut this, so far as politics and the administra- cO
n Of Governmanent are concerned, would be ta
rdly desirable. The truth is, he will go out pl
a Prince, just as the iuke of Edinburgh did B
fore, as naturally the future Enperor of lin- "n
ataun.s
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" A ball, a sorry ball you gave me in Venice.

In return I give-you a supper in Ferrara.-You
are all poisoned 1" The monks draw aside, and
in an inner room five coffins are seen standing
ready against the wall for Orsini and his four
companions.

" A sixth for me!" exclaims Gennaro.
To lier horror and amazement, Lucrezia dis-

covers that he whom she lad once saved, and
whom she believed safely away from Ferrara, had

-fallen aUain a victi to her arts. Clearing the
room, ae remains alone with him and ofershim
the antidote once more. He refuses itbecause he
cannot divide it with his friends. He, therefore,
determines to die, first biddingthe lovely womas
before him to prepare for immediate deati at his
hands. Horror-stricken, Lucrezia warns him off
with the words •

" Thou art a Borgia. My fathers are thyfathers ! '
Gennaro is astounded and asks for more re-

velations. As life is fast ebbing, Lucrezia con-
fesses that she is his niother. The work of the
poison is culinating. Genaro c vers is face
asd sobbinguingrief and love, expires. Lucrezia
throws herself upon his prostrate forn and when
the Duke Alfonso, followed by h s guards, ap-
pears at the central'door, lie finds mother and son
clasped in each other's embrace-dead !

J. L.

LITERARy.

THE Tel"""*"annonces tlat another -stelof letters hy M6imée to a second'Inconnue" bas beendiscovered, and will shortly b publisbed.

R-ALPH WALDO EMERSON attends Boston re-
ce tions aItu w ich ho rea ds his lectures and answers
questions put by bis admireraý

THE Emperor William has conîferred -the orderof Civil Merit on Hon Geo. Bancroft, historian. and Hy.
W. Lonfellow, poet.

IN -June will appear General Ducrot's book,
La Défense de Paris," which is likely to prodnee a

considerable seation, as it will give the causes of the
capitulation of 1871.

TE propietor of the Paris igaLro, bankrupt
in 1835 sud in 1844, has just paid bis debta wlih interemîto ail the creditors'he eau ud,and laadverhising for theothers.

PRINCE AMADEO of Italy is occupied in writ-
ing the hitory o his reigu lu Spain. The titis of bis
work will b. " Recoiiedîlona o! a Ring."~ The Princes,Marie la assisting ber husbnd.

Mr. TENNYsoN has, at last, sent to thecpressthe drana which he bas bad so long or, hand. It wilbe published shortly by %,esrs. H. 8. King and Co.It le entitled "Queen Mary : a drama," and embraces
the Il!. of Mary Tudor froni ber aci-esson ho ber deaîh,together with the chie! acenres i ber reign.

A CORRESPONDENT, writing'from Paris, states
that all the copies of the firet edition of the French trans-

a***n, p"blished by Mesrs. Hachette, of "Young
Brown b< Le Jeuna Browa", a novel published in
Lontlon sonie uontha ago, have becs bonghf op by or-der of Prince Bismarck, and despatched tu Glermany.

IN the Royal Libraryat Berlin a collection hasbeen formed of books, newspapers, paintings, sketches,
ad culpure re)atiugatoathe Franco-Prusalan war Ifls aninsing fo learu that a place bas beon fomuud sniomighe volumes included In the collection for " The BattIle
if Dorking."

IT is proposed to calendar and publish the re-ords ofthe goteh Privy Council from the glieu'iiu•igo!Queen Mary's reign down to the union. These recordsave hitherto been practically inaccessible. and it is ex-ected that their publication will throw nuch new light
n soine of the most intereting periods of eoteh bis-

Wy.
A LITERARY treasure is to be seen at
rib"er's" fore,N.Y.: the Hon.Wm B.Reed's owncopy of

meir print of his Bieksooc's moniorial o! the Tbankera,-Haud Immeor" It Includes the orgl@orfthe et-ers there given-which readers will remnember from therie-.brac book - including Thackeray's amusing
hl bber ng" Ieter o u bis adden departure for hom e, a

mng e-pistie oun flue nargin o! whicb is one cf the niost
yraterisic sketches. ie letter of Misa Aune Thack-

eray t Mr. Reed, aud othera.

MR. J. W. BOUTON, a book importer of New
rL. bas re-ently sold a Bible. In the preparation of

hii Mr. James Gihb o ofnLonmo, passed the greater
)art cf bts tifefume, This renrknhîie bock coulains theitire text of three or four rare editions cfthe Bible.ani
îosists of sixty volumes The text is carefully inlaid
id illustratel hy the insertion of upwards of thirty
sizisaumi paies. original drairings inm oil, vafer colour,id. neil.spemeiens of eary prif-ntd, rare, or riomn
ihle etchingst, engrat ings on steel and copper, and
ezzotints. 'The book. whichi is a library in itself, wasil for ten thouqand dollars to a private collector inmit State.
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RAOCBEL AND THE QUEEN.

Lucy Hooper, in a Paris letter to Appleton's

ourntlanys : was recently presented to a

gentleman vo waa for years the French tutor of

tIc Prince of Wales, sd who is still held in

great friendship sd affection by his quondani

p in who never comes te Paris without inviting
m todtnn er or te pass te day with him. This

gentleman, whom I shall call M. X,,owed
his appointment to his post as tutor to the princetoa rathercuriouscircumstance. When Rchol first

made fer appearance in London it was in the

days of er youth, when she wastas renowned for

the purity of ier conduct as for tIc greattcls of
he dusCoasequently Queen Victoria, who in

those day was young and gay, and very fond of

tIc theatre notconly appeared coutinually in her
box at the French theatre, and commanded a

private repuseptation of one of Mademoiselle Ra-

cel's leading characters at the palace, but invit-

ed te nfted tragedienne to one of her private
euitertainzents, and presented her with a braceletbearing thc inscription, "Victoria to Rachel."

TI net seasn, when tIc French company re-
turned, tI d Quen, who, ieanwhile, ad heard
aundry rpotts derogatory to the private reputa-

tuon of Mademoiselle Rachel, no longer bestowed
upon heu suto marked favor, nor did she invite1er te any of the royal entertainments. Shecommauded, however, a private reading, at which

one of Racine's tragedies was to be declaimed by
Mademoiselle Racel. Piqued and indignant,
the haugdty actress took her revenge by sending
word, and at the last moment, when all the guests
were asembled, that she was tooll and hoarse torcad. What was to be done ? Everything was
reay for the reading save the reader, and whocoud supply her place ? In this dilemmta a ladycame for-ward who informed the Queen that she

was acquainted with a French gentleman who was
a professorlu one of the London colleges, who

red beautifully, and who would be happy to take
th place of ticrecalcitrant actress. M. X-
tws sent fou; he came, read the play to perfec-
tou and so charmed her Majesty by the purity
of ia Frenc, the graces of his diction, and thecharm of his manners. that he was at once ap-pointed F'ench tutor to the Prince of Wales and
Prince Alfed, the present Duke of Edinburgh.
M. X - is a perfect specimen of an old French
gentleman, refined, courteous, and agreeable, and
rare iccomplishment fora Frenchman) he speaks
Engliealaot as well as e does his native
tongue.


