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EDITORLi L.

TIE OLoIroUS OoSPEL OF TIE BLES1SD OoD.

1 Tnr. i. 11.

Inspired writers uso opithetical expressions, net
to onbellish their compositions, but to treat with
justice the subject te which they add the epitiet.
Whn comcpîariig aoanothing which is good in itself
wvith another far above and beyond it, the latter is
epithotically described. xin 2 Cor. ix, the apostle
dwolls largoly on the grandeur of thoso gifta made
by the Gentile churches te rolieve thoir Jewish
brothlrena in the famino. He shows that besides
the good done in relieving thoir bodily wants, it
would deeply impross their iinds with the grace of
God, which could so effectaually dispose ean Gentiles
te coame to their aid, and turn the hearts of these
outeats frot God te fel for their Jewish bre'.hroii
in their distress, and prove themealves "friends
indeed. As lae dwells on these noble gifts ho
exclainis, " Thanks be unto God for His un-
speakable gift." The gifts of God's children viero
good but God's gift was unmspeokable.

In this place Paal tells Timîothy that the law,
which sone ignorantly deaired to teach as the way
of salvation and the Christian's rade of life, was

good when used lawfully ; good te regulate civil
society, and espucially te prevent or puniah ail suacih
outl.ws as lived contrary to gospel teaching. Paul
did not condeni the law of Moses. It was given
by God, and liko the' stars at night was glorious;
but wlen the gospel came like the rising sun, it
completely eclipsed the law, until it had no glory
by reason of the glory that excelloh. 2 Cor. iii. 10
Patul looked at wliat the law did anld then at what
the gospel did, and was inspired te say, The gaod
news or gospel of God-the qosptlof the blessed Cod
-yes, thme ow lr > CEL CF rTHE nLESSED GOD.
Ve may think but little of the gospel, but the

Holy Spirit shows in what esteeni it is held by the
" Lord of all," who has commanded it te be preach-
ed te every creaturo in aIl the world. He who
died for every man commanda this te bu told te
overy man, with the terms on which He will save
overy mani.

The glorious gospel lias the five following divis-
ions or points:

I. The Tatth of the gospel.
If. Its Facts.
III. Its Coummands.
IV, lts Promliüses.
V. Its Threatenings.

We will consider these in their order.
I. Its Truth. Truth is something spoken; fact

is somnething doie. Ail facts are truths, but ail
tatithîs are net facts. God exiats, is a truth; God
made the world, is a fact. The gospel bas its great
truth standit g on the brow of Christianity. The
bolief of ths truth saves mon; its unbelief con-
demns men. This truth was somothing spoken.
God sent prophets tu reveal or speak <ther truths.
Thia tru'h Ho did net entrust te flesh and blool
te reveal. Neitier man nor angel announced it.
But G.d himself opened the heavons and spako it
when Jeans was coming up out of the water in
which fHe was baptized. While the Father was
.a nouicing it, the Spirit of God in the bodily
ahace of a dove, came from heaven and abode on
Jesuas. " TiO ART 1% hELoeN i. SON, IN wHîoM I
ANi wm Pu:," said the voico from heaven.
Hore is the truth of the gospel spoken by God
himself te mon, that they might believe it, and by
believing might have lite through t'h name of
Jesus. When Peter confessed thip truth (Matt. xvi.)
Joaus said Bo would build Hia church upon it, and
the gales of hades would net prevail against it.

Peter was hinself a rock, but not a foundation
rock. "I Not on yo, Potros," said Jesat', "1 I will

build my church, but oi this Petra I vill build my
church." The difference betwoen Petros and Petra
is that Petros is a moveablo rock or atone, but
Petra i a bed rock that cannot bu moved. Peter
showed himiself a moveable atone in this saine
chaptor. After Josus had called him blessed and
promised te givo hin the kcys of the kingdoi, h
rebuakod bis Master won Ho spoko of His death
and resurrctioni, and was by Him callud Satan And
severoly reprimanded for his carnality and sin.
Peter was a atone whicrh was afterwards dressed
and prepared for an important place in the church,
but utterly unfit for a foundation for the church.
"For other fotndation cati no man lay than that
i laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. iii. 11.
We have no record of such another manifesttation
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit as at the laying of this corner stone by Guad
nimsolf. Thero was the Father addressing His
Son in the presence of the people, the Sun oboying
Him mi that ordinance which te the end of timîie
would bear the name of the Godhead, and the

Spirit of God resting visibly oit Christ. fie vas
thero and thon divinoly anuomrted and divinely pro-
claimied the Christ tFe Son of the h.viag; God. That

great truth was announaced by Cod that it inight b
confessed by mon. It was put to Christ when run
trial for His life by the highest functionary in the
Jowish church. "1I adjure Theo," eaid the high
pricat, "I by the livmng God, that Thou tell us
whother Thou art the Son of God." Jesuas said,
"I am," and for that confession He is condemned
te the cross. HO dies confessing it, and now coumes
the trial. If Ho i8 only a man, death wili prevail,
the grave will hold hun. But le proves lias
divinity by His resurrection. This Petra (bed rock)
passes through death and cones from the grave
unbroken and unmnoved. Death's power is brokun
and wasted on this rock. He is alive now and lives
for evernore.

I. The Facts of the gospel are the things which
Jesus did and suffered. After He had dune His
Father's will so completely-rvealed His will te
men and showed them the Father, that Ho was God
manfested mn the flesh, He died for our sins ac-
cording te the scriptures. It is wonderful te see
an inaiocent man die-to sec him die villingly, die
for others-not friends, but onemiee-enemies by
wicked works, se hardened as net te ask a favor.
Yet He dies for our sins. Ris love to us was

great enough, and no other sacrifice .ould atone
for them. What must our sins ho ! What must
His love ho ! ! Tha Father gave His only begotten
Son for such a death, and loved Him the more for
laying down His life. John x. 17.

Christ was buried is another Gospel faut. The
g-ave was tho palace of him that hlad the puwer
of death whero lie hept the bodies of the human
family in peace. But one stronger than the strong
man came upon him, bond him, entered bis
palace that He might divide the apoil. Christ was
baried. Thougli perfectly Sinless, His body lay
quietly with the bodies of His brothren long
enough to provo that Ho was both dead and buried,
but net long eniough te seo corroption. Hungry
worms would never feed upon that sinless body.
God would net leave Ris seul in hades nor suffer
His holy One tose corruption.

Christ rose again the third day according te the
Scriptures is anothor fact of the Gospel. The facts
prove truc what God had announced at the Jordan.
"Thou art My beloved Son in whon I am well
pleased." His resurrection declares Him te ho
divine and ail His work perfect, well pleasing te
God. It proves that Ho who wa delivered for
our offenccs was raiscd again for our justifica.
tion. A full and free and perfect salvation is by
Hira provided and offered te the very chiof of
ainners.

III. The Comimands of the Gospel. Whon God
raised Christ fron the doad Ho gave Him alit
authority in heaven and on earth, so that Christ
commands men. lst. Ho commande mu to bolieve
on Hin, to believe that Ho i tho Son of God. In
belioving that He is the. Son of tho livin6 God they
believe God Ilimself, for it was He who first epoko
this. The great truth passes from the mouth of
God to their cars and their hearts. "l With the
heart man believeth unto righteousness." Jeans
commanda sinners to believe what His Fathor said
of fini with all their heart. And te boeieve that
He died for their ains, was buried, and that He
rose again tho third day according to the Scriptures.
Behloving the truths and facts of the Gospel with
ait the heart brings Christ near us. It is one-
.hing in which Christ and the sinner are pers -tially
cicerned. Here Jesas commands men to believe
on Him. 2nd. Another command of the Gospel is
repenitancc. Jesus commands sinners to repent or
determine with ail the huart to turn from sin to the
service of God. This is a reasonablo aniv plain
commnand. When any wrong-door is shon his
wrong and how ho can forsake it and do the right
ho can make the determination tu do it. Christ
commands all sinners te turn from their sins and.
serve Him, and they can determine to do se. He
furuishes themn wath aIl the strenagtlh te carry out
the determiination; but the determination they
imnust mako or periah. The great goodness of God
in giving His dear Son to die for them leads them
te repentence, and they are te believe in that death
of Jeans before they riako the determination te
turn t Hlim.

Confession is another command of the G*spel.
" With the mouth confession is nlade unto salva-
tion. (Rom. x. 10). The sinner who belioves in
Jesus with ait bis hcart and repets, is te confesa
with his mouth the Lord Jesuîs or te declare before
men what God said of Jesus, that is te confess that
Christ is the Son of the living God. This is called
"the good confession." Christ made it and died
for it, and it ia a blessed arrangement that the
smner who jives by Christ's death shouild -nake it
when giving hinself te Christ. The Eunuch made
i-, when ho believed, and Tinothy made it, befote
'aany witnesses, and the one who now makes it and
holds it fast till death Jeaus will confess before
His Father and the holy angels.

Baptismi is another command of the Gospel.
After ien believe and repent and confese the Lord
Jesus they are te be baptized into the name of the
Father ai d of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It
is the only command in the Bible that is te ho dono
into tho three glorious names. Mon are te do it,
not because they look for a virtue in water or
anything of the kind, but because the Lord Jeans
Christ commanded it. He did it Himaelf and com-
mande thom that believe on Him te do it as He
did it before them. " Blessed are they that do
His commandments."

IV. The promises of the Gospel. Jesus makes
great and precious promises. He that believeth
and la baptized shall be saved. (Mark xvi. 16).
This promise was te last, from the time Jesus gave
it tîl the end of time, and it never did, never catn,
fail. A man may he baptized who does niot believe
with ail his heart in Jesus, te him thoro is no such
promise; but the true penitent beliover who is bap-
tized bas Christ's promise, which will stand though
heaven and earth pass away.

When mon who were pricked in thoir hearts,
uînder the G apol, asked " What shall we dol" the
Apostle, speakinig with the Holy Spirit sent down
from heaven, answored, "Repent and be baptized
overy one of you in the namo of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins and yc shall recoivo the gift
of the Holy Spirit. (Acta ii. 88). Here was the
precious promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit on
tho plain conditions of the Gospel made te them, te
their childron and aIl afar off, even as manyaa God


