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Tuspired writers use epithetical expressions, not
to embellish their compositions, but to treat with
justice the subject to which they add tho epithet.
When comparmg somothing which is goed in itself
with another far above and beyond it, the latter is
cpithotically described. In 2 Cor. ix, the apostle
dwolls Jargely on the grandeur of these gifts mado
by the Gentile churches to relieve thowr Jewish
brethren in the famine. Lle shows that besides
the good done in relieving their bodily wants, it
would deeply impross their minds with the graco of
God,which could 8o effectually dispuse aven Gentiles
to como to their aid, and turn the hearts of theso
outcasts from Gud to feel for their Jewish brethren
in their distress, and prove themselves ‘¢ friends
indeed. As he dwells on these noble aifts he
exclainig, ‘‘Thanks be unto God for His wun-
speakable gift," The gifts of God's children were
good but God’s gift was unspeakable,

fn this place Paul tel's Timothy that the law,
which some iguorantly desired to teack as tho way
of salvatiun and the Christian’s rule of life, was
good when used lawfully ; good to regulate civil
gocioty, and espucially to provent or punish all such
outlzws as lived contrary to gospel teaching. Paul
did not condemn the law of Moses. It was given
by God, and liko the stars at night was glorious;
but when the gospel came like the rising sun, it
completely eclipsed the law, until it had no glory
by reason of the glory that excslleth, 2 Cor. iii. 10
Paul looked at what the law did aud thon at what
the gospel did, and was inspired to say, The good
news or gospel of God—the gospel of the blessed God
—yes, the GLORINUS GOSPEL ¢F THE BLESSED Gon.
We may think but little of the gospel, but the
Holy Spirit shows in what esteem it is held by the
¢ Lord of all,” who has commanded it to be preach-
ed to every creature in all the world. He who
died for every man commands this to be told to
overy man, with the terms on which He will save
every maun,

The glorious gospel has tho five following divis-
ions or points:

I. Tho 7ruth of the gospel.
11, Its Facts.

I1L. (ts Commands.

1V, lts Promises.

V. Ita Threatenings.

We wiil consider these in their order.

L. [Its Truth. Truth is somothing spoken; fact
is something done. All facts are truths, but all
tiuths are not facts, God exiats, is o truth; God
wade the world, 1s a fact. The gospel has its great
truth standitg on the brow of Christianity. The
belicf of th's truth saves men; its unbelief con-
demns men.  This truth was somothing spuken.
God sent prophets to reveal or speak cther truths,
Thia truh He did not entrust to flesh and blooil
to reveal.  Neither man nor angel announced it.
But Gud himself upened the heavens and spakeo it
when Jesus was coming up out of the water in
which He was baptized.  While the Father was
«nnouncing it, the Spirit of God in the bodily
shape of a dove, came frum heaven and abode on
Jesus.  *“ Tuot ART MY BELOVED SoN, IN witoMm |
AM WELL PLEASED,” suid the voice from heaven.
Here is tho truth of the gospel spoken by God
himself to men, that they might believe it, and by
believing might have lifo through the nume of
Jesus. \When Peter confessed thie truth (Matt. xvi.)
Jeaus said He would build His church upon it, aud
the gates of hades would not provsil againsi it,

Petor was himself a rock, but not a foundation
rock, ¢ Not on you, Potrus,” said Jesus, ** [ will
build my church, but on this Petra I will build my
church.” The difforence between Potros and Petra
18 that Petros is a moveable rock or stone, but
Petra is a bed rock that caunot be moved. Potor
showed himseolf a moveable stone in this sawe
chaptor, Aftor Jusus had calied him blessed and
promised to givo him the keys of the kingdom, he
robukod his Master whon He spoko of His death
and resurrcction, and was by Him called Satan and
soverely roprimanded for his carnality and sin.
Potor was a stone which was aftorwards dressed
and prepared for an important place in the church,
but utterly unfit for a foundation for the church,
“ For other foundation can no man lay thun that
ie laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. iii. 11,
We havo no record of such another manifestativn
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit as at tho laying of this carner stone by Gud
nimsolf. Thoro was the Tather addressing His
Son in the presence of the people, the Sun vbeying
Him i that ordinance which to the end of time
would Lear tho nawe of the Godhead; and the
Spirit of God resting visibly on Christ. FHeo was
thero and then divinely anvinted and divinely pro-
claimed the Christ the Son of the lving God. That
great truth was announced by God that it might be
confessed by men. It was put to Christ when «n
trial for Tha life by the highest functivnary in tho
Jowish church, **I adjure Thee,"” eaid the hish
priest, ** by the living God, that Thou tell us
whother Thou art the Son of God." Jesus said,
*1 am,” and for that confession He is condemned
to the cross. He diee confessing it, and now comes
the trial. Xf He is only a mau, death will prevail,
the grave will hold hun. But He proves His
divinity by His resurrection. This Petra (bed rock)
passes through death and comes from the grave
unbroken and unwoved, Death's power is broken
and wasted on thisrock, He 1salive now and lives
for evermore.

11. The Facts of the gospel are the things which
Jesus did and suffered. After He had dune His
Tather's will so completely—revealed His will to
men and showed them the Father, that He was Gud
manifested 1n the flesh, He died for our sins ac-
cording to the scriptures. It is wunderfil to see
an innocent man die—to see him die willingly, die
for others—not friends, but onemiea—enemies by
wicked works, so hardened as not to ask a favor.
Yot He dies for our sins. His love to us was
great enough, and no other sacrifice could atone
for them. What must our sins be! What must
His lovo be!! Tha Father gave His only begotten
Son for such a death, and loved Him the more for
laying down His life. John x, 17,

Christ was buried is another Gospel fact. The
grave was the palace of him that had the puower
of death where he hept the bodies of the human
family in peace. But one strongor than the strong
man came upon him, bound him, entered his
palace that He might divide the spnil. Christ was
baried. Though perfectly Sinless, His body lay
quietly with the bodies of His brethren long
enough tu prove that Ho was buth dead and buried,
but net long enough to see corraption. Hungry
worms would never feed upon that sinless budy.
God would not leave His soul in hades nor suffer
His holy One toace corruption.

Christ rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures is anothor fact of the Gospel. 'The facts
prove true what God had announced at the Jordan.
**Thou art My beloved Son in whom T am woell
pleased.” His resurrection declares Him to be
divine and all His work petfect, well pleasing to
God. It nroves that He who was delivered for
our offences was raised again for our justilica.
tion. A full and freo and perfect salvation is by
Him provided and offered to the very chief of
sinners.

111, The Commands of tho Gospol. When God
raised Christ from the doad He gave Him aly
authority in heaven and on earth,so that Chrisg
commands men. 1st. Ho commands men to bolieve
on Him, to believe that Ho is the Son of Gud. In
belioving that He ia the.Son of tho living God they
believe God Himself, for it was He who first epoko
this. Tho great truth passos from the mouth of
God to their oars and their hearts.  ¢¢ With tho
heart wan believeth unto rightouusness.” Jesus
commands sinners to belicve what His Fathor said
of Dim with all their hoart.  And to believe that
He died for their sins, was buried, and that He
rose again tho third day according to the Scripturus.
Bolioving the truths und facts of the Gospel with
all the heart brings Christ near us. 1t is some-
*hing in which Christ and the sinner aro pers :ually
concerned.  Here Jesus commands men to believe
on Him. 2nd. Aunother command of the Gospel is
repentance. Jesus commands sinuers to repent or
determine with all the heart to turn from sin to the
service of God. ‘This is a reusonable and plain
command, When any wrong-doer is shown hia
wrong aud how he can forsake it and do the right
he can make the determination te do it. Christ
commands all sinners to turn frum their sins and,
sorve Him, and they can determine to doso. He
furuishes them with all the strength to carry cut
tho determination; but the determination they
must wako or perish. The great goodness of God
in giving His dear Son to die for them leads them
to repentsnce, and thoy aro to believe in that death
of Jesus before they make the determination to
turn to Him.

Confession is another command of the Grspel.
¢ With the mouth confession is niade unto salva-
ton. (Rom. x. 10).  The sinner who believes in
Jesus with all his heart and repents, is to coofess
with his mouth the Lord Jesus or to declare before
men what God said of Jesus, that is to cunfess that
Christ is the Sun of the living God. This is called
“the ygood confession.” Christ made it and died
for it, sud itis a blessed arrangement that the
sinper who lives by Christ’s death should .make it
when giving himse)f to Carist. The Bunuch made
i: when he believed, and Timothy made it before
many witnesses, and the one who now makes it and
holds it fast till death Jesus will confess before
His Father azd the holy augels,

Baptism is avother command of the Gospel.
After men beliove and repent and confess the Lord
Jesus they are to be baptized into the name of the
Father a1 d of the Sen and of the Holy Spirit. It
is the nnly command ia the Biblo that is to bo done
into tho three glorious names. Men are to do it,
not becanse they look for a virtue in water or
anything of the kind, but because the Lord Jesus
Chnist commanded it. He did it Himself and com-
mands them that believe on Him to do it as He
did it before them. ** Blessoed are they that do
His commandments,”

TV. The promises of the Gospel. Jesus raakes
great and precious promises. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved. (Murk xvi. 16).
This promise was to last frum the time Jesus gave
it t1ll the end of time, and it never did, never can,
fail. A man may be baptized who does not believe
with all his heart in Jesus, to him there is no such
promise; but the true penitent beliover who is bap-
tized has Christ’s promise, which will stand though
heaven and earth pass away.

When men who were pricked in their hearts,
under the G-spol, asked ** What shall we do?” the
Apostle, speaking with the Holy Spirit sent down
from hezven, answered, ‘‘ Repent and be baptized
ovory ono of you in the namo of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins and ye shull recoive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. (Acts ii. 38). Here was the
precious promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit on
the plain conditions of the Gospel made to them, to
their children and all afar off, evon as many as God



