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 prsonai—TasnsTIVE—Loss OF THE CAT-
pasTIo A TIEROIC AGT,
pave not heard much from this
& quartor fov & few months back. Lvery-
B ihing has beon moving on in the good old
R uservative way. The winter Lins been
~ cold, but fuel has been plenty
B . chore  Tins been very little suffering
i, mong the poor. Our T -esbyterian Church
1 being prosecut:d with s steady,
vigor. Tort Massey congregation
R« 1oking good progress under the faithful
B inistey of Rov. J. K. Smith, and all onr
Fother congregutions axe in good heart, and
 oing theix  work faithfully. Throughout
{he country our cause is progresging, and
N o only had men enough to oceupy the
E ound, thoe prospocts of our Church
wero never hotter. The harvest truly is
feat, but the Iaborexs avoe fow. Another
itour best men has heen called South.
ho Presbyterians of Fall River have
alled the Rev. John Caraeron, of the Pres-
bytery of Halifax, and he  hns resigned his
congregation with the intention of aceept-
ing their call, 'We can ill afford to lose
Iim at present, although the congregation
Elo which he goes aroe almost all our own
Eycol)le.
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ly sufficient to ;make any one wha lins any
rogard for his 1% lesitate beforo taking
o ticket for o txip by an ocean sleamner.
The sights atthe sceno of the wreek ave
most appalling. About a hundred dead
bodies, most of them womoen and children,
were lying on the shore at ono time.
Hundreds of coffins aro being suat down
from the eity, and s small part of the island
will be turned mto n graveyard and filled
at one funeral. Noarly all the passungers
wovo Grvmon aud Irish emigrants, Rev.
Mr. Ancont, on Ipscopal mimster living
near tho seene of disaster, acted n most
horoic patt, and not orly urged others en
in the good work of saving hfo, but by lus
porsonal exertions saved sovernl who were
clinging to portions of tho wreek, wheﬁ no
one clse dared risk thewr lives to help them.
If we needed another lesson to-impress up-
on ug the shortness and uncortainty of life
guroly we havo ii in tlus sad calamity.
N. 8.

SCOTLAND.
FAST DAY.—GRUENOCK.—AYR~—CHINA MIS-
STONS AND MISSIONARIES,~—MR, KNIGHT, —
DR. WALLACE'S CASE.—THE SCIO0L YLFC-
TIONS.

This 18 one of the half-yearly Fast days
observed by all the Churches in Glasgow

¥ tPhe contest bolween the two sections of

! the Episcopalions still continues, and now

" there is every prospectrof its finding its

" way into the law couris. The cluef strength

* of the Low Church paxty is -in the aity of
Halifax. 'The lwo pavishes of St. Paul's
snd St. George’s oceupy the whole of the
centre and noxth end of the city. Under
the protext of looking after the neglected,
the biehop is starting a now congregation
within the bounds of St. George's parish.,
"Pho others maintain that thisis o pore
protext for starting an opposition churelt,
and they have ordered the bishop and'his
ourato to withdraw. They maintain that
according t5 tho law of their church thd
bishop hins no right to interfero with exist-
ing porishes without obtaining their con-
gent, The bishop maintains that this-law
Jas no foreo,jn. tho Colonien.. Both partiep,
have omployed counscl, and the lawyers
will ave a lively.and profitablo time out of
it.

Our Local Logislature is now in session,
The principal thing. they havo to dois to
deal with the protests ngaiust the roturn of
s number of the members. Our Local
Legislature ean do as little in o given spaco
of time ns any other legislature on the con-
tinent. 'The friends of temperance are nt
work again, and although often defonted,
are still making progress. Our city coun-
¢il commenced work on o bill for the re-
stricting of the sale of strong drink, but the
liquor dealers managed to got it dofeated.
The matter is now before the Legislature,
with & fair prospect of success. Our Book
and Tract Society has had ite annugl meet-
ing, and the reports ave most oncouraging.
We have a colpoxteur in almost every
¢ennty, and tho whole provinee ib bemg
well supplied with standdrd Christian liter-
ature. We expect to purchase a suitable
‘luilding for tho business, and hope le in-
crease Jnrgoly the work and uscfulness of
the Society.

Our whole city isin » state of excite-
ment over the loss of the steamer “Atlan- |
tic.” Whe poor sufferers are gomg about
onr streets, and  overy other subject scems
10 be torgotten by all classes of tho citizens.
The annals of naval disaster contain few
cascs mpre terxiblo than tho fate of the
six hundred arowned in that l-fated slap.
The “Atlantic” is ono of the steamors of
the White Star Line. She was bound to
New York with a cargo of gemeral it
chandisé, and oight hundred and fifty pas-
songers; When off Halifox the eaptam de-
termingd to put into {his port for coal, and
early qn the morning of Tuc-day she ran
under full steam upon one of the rocks ou
ow donst, 'Tho steamer was fauly
_ Slllﬂs\lc@, and ont of one thousand living
< boings pnly about four hundred rianage

Leradrom:. Glasgow

and the vicinity. Al business is suspended
and the populace turn out to spend the dny»
the muost in plensure excursions by the
specinl trains provided for the purposes
many in rioting and dissipation, a few in
church-going aod means Dmore conson-
_ant with the name and originel intention
of tho day. I had oceagion to go to Green-
ock thismorning and found the trains crowd-
od to cxcess, and on refurning at one p.am.s
found some of the * pleasure scekers” nl-
ready the worse of indulgence.

Greenock might almost' be regarded a
one of the suburbs of Glasgow, so intimate
is the conncction between the two, especinl-
ly in the shipping and regular business. For
the Intter thero is an Exchango opening in-
to the R. R. Station, where the _rofiners of
Greenock overy mornini meck their custom-
and in.3 I an-hour ine
crediblo quanties of sweet stnff are bought

| and sold by somple, Ad 10:80 thie bellrings

and the buyers step into their train again,
and are whirled back to Glasgow, in time
to **go on 'Change * there befors noon.
Meantimo tho refiners remnin another half-
hobs to transact with the * raw sugar” men,
Greenock is an old place with narrow, divty
streots. almost always wet, but there are
fortunes to be mado hiere, and the ** comfor-
table " abound. There avo mwore men hero,
they sy, with incomes ovet £20,0004 year,
in proportion to it8 size,than any other place
in Britain.

"Pho striking story of one man’s eareey re.
contly came before the public. Inseventeon
yenrs ho bad made £470,000, and had just
bought 12,000 tons of sugar which had sud-
denly risen in value 8o as to put £7°,000
into his pocket by this one opeiation, when
as suddenly ¢ the rich man died " and left
tho world as naked as he had entered: it;
such is life. -

Ayr s another and muel more largely
frequented resoitut excursionists and many
hundreds go down every Saturday to re-
main ull Monday. I had the pleasure of
vistting it the other day and <holhug amid
tho scencs made iamous by the genius of
Burns. A long walk takes you past the old
clay * biggm " whero the poet was Lorne to
tho beautiful monunent wlueh lus prowd
countrymen lave crocted on the banks of
the bonny Doon. Opposite to it T monnted
the woll worn stone steps into Alsn Kirk
yud, where at once you are mctby the tomb
of Burns father, It Jears o tribute to his
swyirtues from the pu&-t’spon,\vhicll iswnark-
od by the want of any allusien to s god’y
life or Chnistian donth, After pecring
through the tacait Juois and windows of
the rootlcss hirk, and recallng in faney olt
the wondorful sights beheld by Tam O"Shan-
ter on that memorable night, we resumed
the cowrse of that worthy acrosg the narrow

to got lé? the rock and istand- along sule of
. it. Aljout three hundred and fifty womn
5 and children went down with her. Nt
ono wiman and only ono clild was anved |
"Phe whole commumty s 1 a state of ex-)
citemeht over tuo nccident, and overy ove
fecls fioxo is something wrong. It nmyi
not b§; xight to offer any remarks abent
the cdfaduct of the officers while the inves
tigatign is going on, but whetover may be i
the-rdpult of the investigation, it nover will |
E-the goneral fecling of indiguotion

satis{g
whiclgscoms: to pervade the wlhole com-
f. ora captain toretire fo rust,
wheiiffoming on & eernpavatively atraugo
Withiout a .pilot ;- asd for Nis afffovns’
: i on-the rocks:
ight; fowd ol Wi

audl lofty Auld Brig, still in goad repeir, bud
alasdiereft of its beauteous mantle of ivy by
Jte Luugling repairers. Down the lovely
ptream aind ac1oss {he new brig a pleasant
countr tund’ Lroughit us Lack
am sct belimd the must-wreathed Arvan
"Phere ato mauy things about Ayr worthy
of lurther astuution, Qi £ me and spaceper-
unt, bue Lpieder to ghhe what is available
to what nitetceted me 1,010 than g1l

ey ontertained with hind hospitality
by n goitlewman who is the Lrother-in-law
of Dr. Unrstairé -Douglas, the great ntedies
missimm{-y of Awmeg, I had $he privilego of!

‘ Ionming;m\ieh‘pl)‘ thatimporisnt fiuld and,
X had:-gemg to take &,

Dr.who

work frow the

1ii furowell of hia

to towr astho | As 1t 18,

ability—iho firstprinted Chi teno Dictionnry.
It is.o hulky velmne, al} in Roman charae-
tors, and has alrandy been-sent on in pavis
18 soon g complejod, to his follow mission -
aries, to whom it will by invaluable, as well
as to all English residepts, Amongat others
our own Mr. MoKay hog been so favonrad.
It was curious to hear-his opinion of the
;proppects bofore Mr. MeKay and his field,
-and your readers will be gratified to hear
that our Canadian missionary has already
taken & high place in the estimntion of the
other China missionavies with whom he met,
and that in the opinion of those well quali.
fied to judgel two things all important in
boginning & misgion have heen secured—&
good man and choiee lueality. As to tho
management of the work I cavefully ques-
tionied Dr. Douglas vegarding the desirabil-
ity of opening & medical mission in the north
of Formosn, o8 I noticed 3fr. McKay had
oxpressed o desive for steh nid in ono of his
lottors. o my surprisg he sirongly disap-
proved of sucl a coursa at present, as -ex-
perience hns shown that it is n great mis-
take to send o medical anissionary to any
station where ithere m'aglot. at least, four
others (Buropeans), to co-operato with him,
s 15 were, sow and havrow, and water the
ground which he is meroly suited to break
up. Cases in point were mentioned where
years had passed without a single convert
from want of attention to this very thing,
One or more aclive, well-trnined men mark-
ed by zeol for Christ and souls and linguis-
tically endowod would be most desirablo at
present to strengthen Mr. McKay's hands,
Under these o staff of native Evangelis's
valuabie and inespensive, would soon spring
up. The Janguage, ospecially, with the nid
ot this new dictionary, is by no means go
formidable as many suppase.

Mr. Knight having refused all retraction,
a committce of three, Moegsrs. Bruce, Dun-
Top and Dr. Wilson, has been appomted to
draw up a libel.

Dr. Wallace's cigo is at present in tho
hands of n committeo of Presbytery whose
proceedings have lenked out. On commu.
nicating with the Canadian lawyer, whose
publishied notice of his sermons had beéen
Jdendunced Ly the Dr.as ‘‘nonsenso and
falsehood,” it was found -that gentleman
gaid to be Mr, Mack of Quebec—most dis-
tinctly renowed his aflimations. Woreupon
tho committes asked tho Dr. for his M.S.
and were rofused on the ground'that he liad
given his word as o man of honour, and
would do no more, and so the matter
stands.

The Elections for school boards here and
in Edinburgh have resulted in large major-
ities in favor of ** uso and wont * i.c. bolh
Biblo and Shorter Catochisu, Hero a ir.
Long was placed at the head of the poll by
the Orangemon of whom there aro 75,000 in
Glasgow. Of Trish there are over 190,000,
but many of these have no votes, still they
placed two priests nest to Mr. Long, for
above Drs. Buchanan, Jamicson, Me-
Ewen, &c.

CANADIAN ABROAD,

A RARE SPECULATION.

Sditor BRITisR AMPRis AN TURSIYVTERIAN

Dsart Str,—It i surprising o mo that
no Larnam or Advertising Agency has yet
taken hold. of the pulpit #8 a means of ad-
~yortis.aig, or that the shrewd mpnagers of
somte of our churchies have uot taken up the
1den of letting the pulpit out for a ronsider-
ation, for this purpose. Que thing is cer-
tam, that, with or withont considerations,
the pulpit is fast beeoming like the cars,
nowspipers, Lalway stations, &e, an ad-
vortismg agencs§, to the disgust of mnny of
the metmbas of our Churches anl it is
lugh time.a limit weve put to it. I do not
olject to intunations f meefingsconn ~ted
witls the chureh 1 whieh these intintations
are read, (although some go s far as thig,
sayng that Kldexs, Dencons aud managers
should know when thew statod meotings
are held,) but that all rorts of meotings,
roligious or otherwise, should bo advertized
from the puipt, with {hie price of tickets,
and whore they are to be liad, 18 surely not
vight. Bspecially docs this remark apply
tn vur ety churches where the pulpit ight

hae united and the newspapoers patronized.
the number of intimahons seii
Sahbathe 18 alarmiag and they appear o bin
on the ineronse, &0 much so,cthat it s timo
to Le on on. guard aud reduce them to the
smnlleat number posaible,

‘Aftor o sormon shas hassoriously iupro &

i ed & congregation vr aftor engaging in eary-
| cst prayor to God that the truth presented

bo blossed, ani take root in the nunds
and hearts of the hearers, it 18 1uporiant
,that we shiould nave'ss Tutletto distract, the
attentions os possible, and I do frust thab:
we.shall sée some reformation in Ahis mas-:
ter at onos in our Tresbyterian ehurehoi.

may

H

Prisos,
Montresl.

Editor BRITISK AMERICAN PRESETTERIAN

Sir,~A worthy nud well-boloyed-Profes-
sor wns wont to warn lus students over to
uso goft words but hard arguments, and &
Ingher authority still teaches nll not only
evor to speak tho truth, but aver “to speak
the trnth in love.”" I was formbly remind-
ed of theze maxims winle rendmg n o late
issue of the Sword and Trowel n series of
pontificnl presumptions on the subjoet of
infant baptism, uttered with all that tex-
cathedra” s and authonty which weie
wont in days of old to solve all diffieultios
settle nll controversies, and silence all con-
tentions. Thoss L will now set in order be-
fore you, with tlis proviso, that it may be
I ani too stupid to understand thom, or too
sceptionl to boliove them, or too bigoted to
bow to them ; but with your assistance, Mr.
TEditor, wo may togothor discover all they
moan, and scttle at onco, by their weight,
alike their wisdom and their worth.

1. “Surely tho cirowmaeision theory only
needs to bo corefully thought over to be
for over renounced by spintual men: and,
indecd, by all rational people.”  Just so.
The thing 18 said and settled, and if any
dave to dispute it the only appeal is to The
Sword, wiuch tlus valorous champion
scoms to wield as zeslously though not 80
suceessfully ns did Mahomet in days gone
by. ‘Theabove statement implies that cith-
or thoe advocates of mfaut baptsm ate uob
sgpiritual,” nor even rational, o1,supposing
that they ore both spuitual and rational,
they havo not *‘carefully thought over” the
uoroumatsion theory, else they would have
wfor over venounced” it. Now if the fact
that tlus thoory has not, by a cortain class,
been “for ever renounced” 18 an evidence
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then peedobaptism is an idol,
puedobaptists  ave idolaters.
1 1
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and pedobaptism

Aht indead,
and of sourse

Is this the
Toit
thus that he fiuds “plain warrants” for ihe
attorances o makes and the opithots ho
omploys? If a0, verily, the world muatde
much the wiser and  the writer much the
mughtier for the expusitioas. Suzoly this
caps the climas. Phis is & “wvend, vidt,
vecy,” with g vengenmco, Rightly or wrong-
Iy, wo havo not so learned Christ, nol sa
understood that chavity which never fails,
nor hiave wo discovercd thatb sush wero tho
teaclungs of lam whe was -emeok and lowly
m honrt,” In short, we fail to find in the
Bible, for such uiterances, cithor sanction
or sympathy.

P A I
PN Leing

Without unduly occupying your space. or
ovorlaxing the pationee of your readerss
both of which I muy alrcady have unwit-
tingly done, I would only lay before you
another “ism,” presonted in & 1ate number
of tho Chrwshian Union in the form of
question and auswer. The question is, “Is
thero any harm m young mon and young
womon amusing  themselves in parloy
games, which naturaily srise around the
Gireside, on Sunday ovening " Tlie an-
swer which the paper giyos is—*Wo cnunot
seo any positive sin . the occurronco des-
cribedl by our correspondent, though there
doos seen to bo an indecorum.” And what,
pray, 18 “an indecoritm 9 The writer says
.13 something in which he “scannot see
any positive sin,” wiilo the dictionary says
1t 15 something unbecoming, improper, in-
docont, and yei wo aro told it is no “posi~
tive sn.” X could wish to have said more,

thet 1t has not beon *carefully thought
over,” and that ugan a proof that guch are
not “spirstunl men, rational people,” does
not the very fact that-they are not spiritual
and rational preolude the possibilily of the
theory being by ihem searefully thought
over ?* Andas this is their niisfortune
rather than their fault, do they not merit
and should they not meet with Christian
sympathy rather than pitiless scorn. Aud
what other inferenco can be drawn
froms the whole but this, that none
put those wlio have ‘forever ve-
nounced the éiroumcision thoory”™ Lave
«garofully thought over” it and that they,
and they only, can lay claim to the assums
od distinction of being “spiritusl men and
rational people.”  In view of all I leave
you, Mr. Editor, to say whether statement
number one mere resembles a rational, ar-
gument than “a railing accusation.”

9, It is one of the weakest of the various
defences of infant baptism which the in-
gonuity of exror has devised.” Infant bap-:
tigm thon has defonces, “various dofohnces ;”
these, however, mark you, aro not discover.
od, but *devised,” not discovered by the in-
vostigation of truth, but dovised by “the in-
genuty of orror.” Self-convictions, how-
over, are not always sage couclusions.
Nevortheless, the wrter has conclusively
sard that of all those devised defences this
i “ono of the weakest, 1t is & web, scarco-
ly strong enough to retain afly,” Herelis
at onco tho proposition and its proof, and I
leavo you tomark the wisdom of the one
and tho weight of the other. Weak as this
dofence may ba, yet it hus oft withstood
many such & wimdy gust as this, and many
a boistorous water flood besides,and is there-
by none the weaker. Itis often asked,
more in the spirit of taunt than of teach.
abloness, What 18 the .use of baptising a2
mfant ? But let such go a step farther and
ask of God—W hatwastho use of circumeis-
g an infant? And having gotton God’s
answer to the one, the other will not be
hard to find,  Although such = defence
may boa web so wenk as not to Lold a fly,
yet tho spider knows the strength of its
wob and 1s satisfiod 3 but not so the foolish
fly untid 1t has fatally tested its power and
finds its owa strengtliunequel to its en-
tanglements.  From our mmost heart we
pity the conceit of any man who 18 carried
away with tho convietion that his compyre-
homston 18 the compass of all existence, and
comes to tho conclusion that what he does
not see does not oxist. o such the pre-
seription contawnd in Matt. vii. 8-5 nught
not bo out of place.

3. *Tiis countless ovils winch daily anso
fiom the departure from tho primitive ordi-
nances should drive all Christians to their
Bivles for plam warrants for every article
of faith and practice.”  To this we heartily
sy Amen, aud trust that what this solf
suflioiont writer counsols.“all Christians” to
do,ho does not neglect himsolf, for 1o leve
our neighbor as eurselvas ia the oxtent of
God's requirement, at:d to do more is neith.
er commanded: nor commended. And lo§
ine kindly.tell him: that both in dinpesition’

|ond in deelaration he ‘Inys hisssll dompi-
| ingly

' MeCinig, Young

but your space forbids, and it may be that
tho simplo setting forth of the son{iment is
s best condemnation, for if the Sabbath |,
oxi6ts at all, e know that He who made
it not only sanctified it himself, but tolls us
evor to remember both its existenco nad its
requirements,  And if “young men nz}ii
young womnen amusing thomselves irpar-
or games on Sunday ovening” aro cither
remenmborimg “tho Sabbath dny” or kooping
it “holy” or wholly, then I fail to gothor

what.sanctifying the
éver great thie names of the Editors of these: <
“vespective poriodicals, yet with the thought

thero comes tho caution, call 1o mion mas:
tor, “for one 18 your Master, oven Chirist."”

Glenmorris.
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PRESBYLERY OF HURON.

‘Mhig Prosbytery held a rogular meeting
at Clinton on the 8th of A ril. On account
of the bad roads the attendance w.s small.
The following are the more important’items
of business transncted.  Mr. Grant tendercd
his resignation of that part of his charge
known as tho Huron Congregation. The
resignation 18 to be disposed of at & epecial
meoting of Presbytery tobo held at Aetficld,
and within the Canada P.ogbytorinn Churelt
there, on the 28th ingt, The éongregations
of Huron and Astfield to be cited to appear
for their mterests. ~ Messys. Terguson snd
\Walker wero appointed mombers of tho
Synod's Committee of Bills and Overtures,
and Ross and Kernichan membeors of the
Assembly’s Committeo of Bills and Over-
tuves, The remit on thostatus of * Retirbd:
Ministers " was takon up. _ After somo dis-
cussion the following motion and amend-
ment were submitted. Moved and duly
cocondodl that the Remit -bo spproved
o simpliciter. Moved in amendment and
scconded that the following woxrds bo:atded
to the Remmt, viz. 1t being always undor-
atood that the personsadmitted ton position
in our Church Courts by such extoptional.
Togislation shall not have the right to voto™
Votes boing taken tho smendment was car-
siod. 'Fne Rov. Mr. heid wils nominated ax
tho noxt Moderator of the Gensral Assembiyy
Mr. McCunig-gave a report of \his vinit to
Taronto, setting forth that he sycursdsthe
gervices of B students for the onsiinjt sym-
e~ snd that the Assembly's Tlome ‘dis
sion Comnuiteo granted gid a8 reqoabd b3 -
Prosbytery to tho Mission Statious of $fteph-
on nt the rate of 32.50 per Sabba h,.and to-
Bathany at the rate of 31.60 per Subbath,
Tho Presbytery Roll being incressed by the
addution to 1t of Mr. Danby’s shame, snd
thus giving the Presbytery the xight to ap-
point_ two Coramissioners more io the As-
sembly, a Minister and au Elder, Maessrs,
MeDermid and Elliott wore accotdinaly ap-
pointed.  Mr. MoAd was appeinted in placo:
of Mr. McAsh, who declined the nppoint-
ment.  Mr. McDermid-gove in his résig-
nation of hic pastoral charge; The resign-
tion-was allowod to lio on the tablo Hll next -
regular meeting, to which all ,parlies con-
cornod are to bo cited to appear for thebr
intorests.  Mr. Gracoy gavo notice thal at
next mooting he would move that t.n thne
for holimg the April meoting of Presliytory
be changad. Mr, Loask gavé ‘notica that
at & mesting of Preshytery to-bs hollal
‘Stratford during the meeting of ‘Synad; ho-
world bring forward an Qverture ahant o
Board of Examinors of Xnox Colloga. A
committee consiating of Mokars. An; Tods,™,
and MoTsan whs appaints -

od to-sxamine Stidents. Jhwas ngrood that:
the evening sadsrunt of ‘hext: Fogniat maeb~ -
ing ‘bs held‘in a Conférence:on Sabbatit:
{Senosla—Mr. Gradey fo infroduoce he: atfls
L . The next meeting b{;l{usblm(:

‘held as Sealonit on:tha 304 Tised

open ¥o the hlling tuwnt, ‘Physisian
Déaldgelt”
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