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JACOB FAITHTUL.

Bome Remerks to His Oritios—A Thought-

ful Paragraph on Marriage—The De- °
clino of Now Year's Calling,

Jacus isin for it, though why isstill o
puzzle. I have no doubt dear good John
of TLondon thinks Jacos a fearful sinner,
but what his indiguation is about I 1o more
understand than I do tho Eequimaux lun.
guage or thosquaring of tho circle. It wonld
seen that Jacon(is to Lo caton, or at least
Lilled, by a lion for saying what is not true.
This is hard upon Jacvos, poor man, but
perhaps ho may ropent aftorall.  This at
any rate is clear, that if- John spoke as ho
writes there could not Ls tho alightest won.
der that ho broke up, a8 he asys he did, the
Clarence street Methodist church in London
after ho licld threo meetings in it. The
only wonder I can soceis that it took three.
I would have thought one would have done
the job completely. In the course of his
saried and  voluminous reading my good
frimd aud correspondent must remember
the effect produced when Southey the poct
18 represented as trying to road ono of his
warks to the Japostate angels and demons

at the gate of Heaven:

“He ceascd, and drew forth a MS., and uo
f'cratasian on the of devils or saints,
ur angels now the torrent 5 e0
He read the ng threo lines of the contents ,

Jtut at the fousth, the wbole spiritual show
!hd‘ vugh‘hcd. with varlety of scents,

), a8 they s;.rang
1ike lightaing off from his melodious twang.™

Honestly, I have not the most distant glim-
mer of an idea as towhat my correspondent
i Loudon would be at, and my impression
is that hic has himself quite as Lttle,
Another correspondent takes Jacondread.

[ fully lo task for his remarks on old men

manying young women who might bo their
daughters or cven granddaughters.  Friend
*Liberty" writes very courteounly,and from
hix own point of view very scusildy, bat he

d does nat shake my position in the slightest.

I mzy acknowledge that perhaps my words
alwit prostitution were rather strong, and
» far I am willing to retract and apologize.
Tt as to tho gencral principle thatit is
simply scandalous for old men of aixty or
upwards to marry young girls, I must ad.
here to all I aaid with the greatest carneat-
vpear, Children!” A more deteatable
spevtacle than au old grey-headed, tottering,
bepectacled father among little curly-head-
«1 labica with a fresh-colored, almost baby-
{s2cd young woman for a mother is not
cavily lighted upon. Everything is beauti.
fzlin its scason.  Such folks onght to have
grand children and thea the beauty of sca.
renalicncss would comein againg such aman

izht then {ool about and nurse with alt
iis might.  Nay, ho might even wheel the

B csanhulator with the aympathics of all

coewl ned and womem,  But, Skirlin
Veans,” to @all an ol slippered Jantaloon,
“ladily 1"—No ! It istoolad, and the whole
*M of sens thinks so, whether it says
x inech Jacen will not affirm.  Now, don't
% tne be mistaken. I would not, had Ithe
riering of such things, insist upon the
ivecalways being abont thie same age as
«lushands.  Notatall. Onthecontrary,
think they arc all the better for being five
T even ten years youtiger, No very hand

gt Lot mule andbe i down, but every

T beyond ten is in the wrong direction,
“lapirl that marrics for a good home,
#lhnnt loving the gray headed man
4% ealls her wife, had better as well asnot
ink as little as paesible about the matter

the irrewralile atep hay alroady been
hen
Uf urve, mnany s0-called love marriages
tween peaple of much the samo age, tam
tladly Al xach, however, don't make

it less tho truth, that young men should
marry o soon ag they cau keep o house, and
should marry girls somowhat like themsclves
in ngo and overy other respect. .
Yerhaps the girls are to blnme by wishing

to begin where their fathers and inothers
onded. Porhaps the Loys uro chiefly in
fuult by their sclfish, sclf-indulgeut habits,
I am not particular about apportioning the
blatae, but blamo thero is somowhere, else
90 muny girls would not consent to Lo ‘‘old
mens' darlings,” even though they thoreby
received ¢

A grand house to bide In,

A coachi forto ridoIn

Aud flunklos to tend them
Asoft as they ca’,

N.B.—~No nice young girl ever jilted
Jacos in order to share tho fortune of somne
rich old fellow who, sho really thought, till
informod to the contrary, had been *“aulder
than three score and twa.”

I am not surc about theactual facts of the
caso, but every body I have wet tells of the
decay of New Yvar's call, These things
have become such absolute formalities that I
don't wonder sensible men begin to kick at
them. Thereisnowscarcelyany winsoffered,
and with a certain class of fast young fellows
that fact takes away one of the great
charins of New Year's duy, It was some-
thing to put twenty or thirty glasscs of
wine under one's belt, but who would even
decam of facing such a frightful amount of
coffece? And so tho thing dies as it bocomes
moze and more distinctly scen to bea sham
pure and simple.

Instead of calling for five minutes ou Now
Year's Day and indulging in a few words of
inaipid talk, if young men, and old, too,
were to get into tho habit of looking in
upon friends and neighbors of an eveningin
a friendly, ncighborly way, and having an
hour’s pleasant chat, aye, or even gossip,
the change would in cvery way be an im.
provement. But no.  Unless there begome
grand, atiff, formal party, with Lkids nd
clawhamincers, very formal invitations, and
all the cteeteras, there is no crossing the
threshold from one New Year to another.

I utterly protest againet the abolition of
the nico, quict, friendly, enjoyablo tea
drinkings at which thcre was plenty of
fricndly‘talk. No cxpeuso that could bur.
den anybody, all at their case, and homo at
tar o'clock with a clear head, a sound
stomach, and a quict conscicnce. These
mighty fino swell affairs aro the death of
all fricndliness, and ~lsc a mighty large tax
on the kets of some who goin for that
sort of thing. Jacon.
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Home Comforta,
It tuay read strange, but onc-half of the
world marrics, starts housckecping, and yet
passes through life with only the smallest
modicum of home comforts.
Home should bo made home, Lut homo is
too often the very oprosite.
Sometimes it isthe young husband's fault.
Fond of coinpany, ho staysout at a club and
scldom or never gets homo until the small
Lours.
QOccasionally it is the fault of the wife,
who fills the parlors with the gossips, whote
atsenco the hustand would infinitely prefer
to their company. .
In oither case the result is the same, and
thy two '*fond and faithful hearts,” who
had uoped to Lo so happy, end by ainking
into the habit of confinned sulka,
Equally bad is it when both hushand and
wife get into a Wa{:f apending their even.
ings from home. rty going means party
giving, and after the round of visits arapaid
ontside a round of meetings must be pre-
pavea in retum.

Thus the housckeeping exp Tun ur,
and the financial Aliupwreck looms ugly in
thefature.

v one would, of course, connscl young
eople to mope, or atay at homewhen pleas.
antsummer eveningainvited totake a walk,

bat botween uk‘mi; a little ploxsure that
way and perpeteally gadding abont 2 very
witfe guli 13 fixed.

Our Scriptural Enigma.

TOR BIBLE STUDENTS,
NO MONLKY REQUIRED, TRY YOUK SKI1LL.
NO'XLVL

Though it will be l(‘mg after Lotl Christ-
mas ond New Years befors this nppears in
TruT, yet it is not tho lces necessary that
we should reciprocato in the warmest way
tho many kind grectings which have found
their way to our sunchiwm during the lust
few days, Nothing could bo more cordinl
than these and notbing more gratifying.

When we look at No. XLVI. as nbove,
wo almost feel that weshould be making our
bow and bring the Enigma colunn toa closc.
But whon wo read many of the letters we
reccive we can see that a goodly nuumnber
are not yet tired of the woekly exercise.
We shall complete tho half hundred in any
cate.

No. 43 was neitherlong nar diflicult, yet
it appears to have caused a good deal of per-
plexity. The chief stumbling block was
No. 6, of its questions. A very large
number said, aud very truly, that the word
¢Echo * which was ovidently required did
not oceur in the Bible. Some, however, who
bad cvidently searched niore closely or with,
better helps, referred to Ezek vii. 7, where
there is mentioned *‘ the sounding again of
tho monntains,” which is cvidently an
“ocho.” And then others who had evident-
1y Bibles with warginal references pointed
out that in that very passcgo the marginal
reading gives *‘ echo.™

We don't think such a question unfair,
though it involves a _tolerably minute ac-
quaintance with Seripturc.

With this explanation we procced to give
the solution :

CHALDEA RARYLON.

1. Caleh, Numh, xiv., G, 24.

2. Hoshea, 2 Kings xvii., 39,

ii. I‘}:ninul:b‘; }{_Sam. : vi, L

. rosy, 2 "y T

5. Danicl, Dan. vio, 22, 24.

. Echo, Ezck. vii., 7.

7. Ajalon, Joshua x., 12,

We do not say that these aro the enly
cortrect references, expecially in tho case of
“Jeprosy.” We have been careful o verify
the answers,aud when they have in our csti-
mation boen correct, though different from
what we had £xed on, we have uniformly
given them credit.

This wack the Scriptural clocks are so
numerous and 30 well executed that we
give two prizes to the Enigmas, andone to
the beat clock-maker.

Thotwo catitled to prizes for answers to
Enigma, aro

Lily Young, Ingemol;

Bello Ferguson, 49 Bdlevue Ave., To-
ronto,

Alout the best Clock wo have had very
great difticalty, as g0 nany of them areal-
most oqually cxccllent.  Upon the whole we
have settled vpon that of Walter Ruther-
ford, 506 Yonge St., Teranto, ns warthy of
the prize, though we coull bave given a
gool many with great pleasure and with
perfect resurance that they weredeserved,
Qur corrapondent from Tort Elgin is
mistaken.  The mere fact of Leing firt re-
ceived docs not necessarily secure thi prize,
thongh of coume, other things Ixing equal,
itisin cicment taken into conxideration.
An a matter of fact, however, it has been
acldom that tho fint reccived has beenin
other respocts such as to xecura the prize.
For No. XLVI. tako the{ollowing : =

Ry prize and 1ot we cheee Ty Lot
AUy Brxt from Holy story paased.

. Though little, notic may three dewpis,
} Yor, o§ 1 how great In Christlan <yes,

[

2. Mot 1o within U Templonent *
Blest heart Lo sontemplationient

8. This, thankful clalms tho agwl one,
118 courso fuliltled, hia duty done.

4. In holy scula which purely lhve,
Aud faithful dle, this name we glvo,

S, Spouse, by a gratetul monarch ghven,
To ohie who read tho will of heas en.

G. The llnrlhnr son of beat loved wife,
Last gift of hier depanting itte.

7. Seven clhiamwberlalng In Shushan gtand -
Natre ono who bears the Klng’s commaml,

118, Oxen were ploughing: ases fod bosidy
Suddenby tlhcu did Deatrh and loys betlde,

All communications about prizes and
busiuess in general to bosent to Mr. Wil-
son, Prize-takers will receivo the books
they may mention when they remit 12 cents
for postage.

Eviron or Exteyna Corusmy,
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Novelties of Ohinese Costume.

‘The principal feature about o Chinaman’s
costume is the fact that nothing ever fits
but his stockings. His clothing conalsts
really of threo or four shirta, or garments
mado after the fashion of a shirt, each open.
ing in front and having fivo buttous, a
sacred number. Theso buttons are never
in a straight row, but in a sort of semi.
circle half around tho bLody, The outer

garments have aleeves a foot longer than the
arm, a fact which affords abundant oppor-
tupitics for theft. A Chinaman's jackets
are bis thurmometer.  He wall say: ¢ To.
day is three jackets cold, and if it increases
at this rate, to-morrow will be four or five
jackets cold.”

Their shocs are well known, but their
caps arc of threo or four differcat forms.
One they call the ** watermelon cap,” of the
shape of half a watennelon, baving no front.
piece, but instead, a knobon the top by
which it is handled, The second is likea
round top felt hat with the sides turued up,
and tho others arc of various ahapes. Tﬁo
color of tho knobon top of the hat is the
»sign of rauk among mandarins. Tho lowest
wear a gilt knob, then a whito stone, a
clear crystal, a pale bluostone, a decp blue,
o pale red and a deep red, in order of rank.
Yellow 1nay only be worn by the emperor's
family, but as a mark of respect to age, men
over sixty years by special edicts arc allow.
ed to wear yellow, this always entitlin
them to great considerntion” among a
classes,

The dude pantalor~, uwoably originated
nnong the Chirse, for, from the dawn of
hisiory, on statc occasionn  officinls and
dremy perrons will wear a s v pantaloon,
titting na_tightly as possible to tn‘c leg and
cach ﬁc; heing entircly scparate from its
fellow. " These trouscrs arc of ailk or satin
and thoe lcysare hcld in place by being fas.
tened to n waistband or bLelt around the
body.  On the approach of cold weather the
Chinese increass the number of their gar.
ments, until sometimes they are likeaninat.
ed bales of cotton, their arms being forced
into & ncarly horizontal position ; nor do
they tako off their masses of clothing until
the return of spring. ~St. LZouis Globe-Demo-
erad.

He Liked 0ld-Fashioned Singing.

In making an hour'ssununary of a century
of American Mcthodism, the Rev. 0. H,
Tiffany =aid he Lelieved that old-fashioned
singing of elldaskioned revival hymny hiad
brought mare people into the fold than all
the prayers and acrmons. e liked to hear
peopric shout tll the ool rang.  Mre. Tiffany
thonght it would hea poorday fnr Methodism
when the classmecting was left to suffer,
and its followera lost faith in a perronal ex.
pression of Uelief in their convension, Ie
thought, alse, that the best temperance
»ocicty in Anienaa to-day was the Mcthodiat
church, and it was thic surest aafeguand of
rerranal character,  Mr. Tiflany liked the
old-farhionod idea alout plain dreas, ton.
Taking a ok into the future he xaw the
methodiat ehurch marching to ultimate pos-
zeasion an 1 almat unlimited power.
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A boy of tender years anl heart has
Amunncl aeventeen kittens, ticd pans to the
ils of nine dogs, brushed his {ather's new
silk hat against thoe gmin, and blown up
apot camary with a tire evarker -all in a
wonth, and still his mother intends him for

the pulpit,




