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Both, indeed appeal to experience to prove the justice
ofu their priilesand secm cntirely to forget that

hile the propricty of therpractice aîapplicd to par,-
licu/ar cascs remains nninpeached, the vtry nature of
1he lisca-ses thcm-sellresmay have been c/hangcd. A sum-
mary view ofthe character assuîmed by diseases,during
the Jas twenty years, both in England and ii other
countries, will perhaps aflrd a solution ofthis question.
About t he end of hlie last, and during the first threce or

lour years of lte prescnt century, the proportion of
nervos fe-vers Io other diseases, was as one to eighteen
in Piîymouth. (Woolcomlie), as one to sixteen in Lon.
don, (Wil- t), as otet ten in Newcastle, (Clark),

and in uLiverpotl, one to fivc, (Currie). Nor vas this
scotrge of malikind less severely felt on the Continent,
vhere ty&ph, and the diseases closely allied to it,

committed extensive dcvastations, particularly during
tlie epidemics of Erlangen. Jena, Kiel, Ratisbon, and
Vienia; Cadiz and Seville were at the same time
depopulated by yellow fever, and Europe in general
suffiered much from repeated visitations of the influenza.
An inclination to a sudden sinking of the vital powers,
unpreceded by violent reaction, and unaccompanied by
any narked symptons of a gastric or inflanmatory
nature, constituted at that period tie characteristic
fbri of acute diseases, which were always preceded
and attended hy an unaccounutable degree of debility.
Stimnulatinig and touic inedicines obtaiued, therefore,
mtuci coielrit y ; atd every physician who practised
during tint period, attests the injurious or evèn fatal
effects which were produced by vcnesectioni and other
depletory mnasures. What is still more renarkable,
an epideiic typhoid pneutonia, prevailed in nany
parts of Germany during lie years 1800-1,2, in which
lthe speedy production of an inflaimnatory state by
meanis of bark and ether, 'was the only nethod whicll
afforded a chance of recovery. These facts must im.
press every impartial mind vith lie conviction, thaI
the constitution of discases has undergone much altera.
tion since thai. period, and explaini why physicians did
not then employ copious venesections, but were
obliged te content theinselves ivith ordinary coN afTu-
sions, acids and mercury.

The reign of typhus appears to have ceased with
tc influenza of 1804, wihen a new constitution began
-at first more remarkable for the disappearance oi
ntervous fevcrs and other contagiotus disorders, than foi
any peculiar character of its own. Catarrhal and
rheunatic comuplaints, partly attributable to ote wea.-
ther, prevailed for some tine, and fevers of an inter.
mîitting type became more frequtit, forning an evident
transition from the purely typhus constitution to that o
the vascular eícitmcent of the following years. Some
renfiant of tlie typhus constitution 1as indeed still
perceptible in the pectoral complaints which prevailed
inLondon during the w%,inter of 1804-5, and were at-
Ïended with remarkable debility, requiring the greatest
prudence in the use of lie lancet; venesection was in-
deed often entircly contra-indicated, and Bateman says,
that it sometimes even proved fatal. The constitution,
however, soon developed itself more decidedly, becom-
ing more universally diffused, and obliged physicians

to relinquish their formuer plan cf treatment, and adopt
ohier mteasures. Drangement of the alimentary
canal became its prominent feafure in tlhe summner and
autumn of 1804, and diarrhœa, termîinating il dysen.
tory, was often nmet with.

This constitution suffered, indeed, a Check fronm the
cold of 1805, but it increased again during the foilow.
ing years, and afterwards became stilli more prevalent,
manifesting itself by headache, a bitter faste of the
mouth, a ioaded yellow tongue, irrcgularity of the
bowéls, naisea, and anorexia. 'The utility of purga-
tives became now se obvions, that IIamilton's doctrines
soon obtainied as mutch celebrity as bad been before
engaged by the stimutlating system. The nervous fe.
ver in Nottingham in 1807, the dysentery in London
in 1808, the scarlatina lin Ediniburgh in 1805, and the
measles in the same place in 1808, ail required the
purgative plan of treatment, and calomel becane the
favourite cathartic. The advantage thus derived from
the purgative plan of treatment is abundantly testified
by the writers of that period. This gastric constitu-
tion appeared on te continent, but its progress was
less ripid tiere than in England, where the inhalbitant
live in a manner calculate'd to augmeit or even to pro.
duce a tendencv to gastrie diseases. There were
likewise ioter circunstances which inpeded the for.
mation of this constfitotion on lthe cntiititen. '[its in
( ermanv, the purciy ne irvous constitution had scarcely
yielded to ctarrhuail andi rheunmatic a fictions, wien il
wlas again revived in that utnlhappy country by tlie po-
litical occurrences of 1805-G-7,-typltus sldom,iow.
ever, assuimed flic character of exquisite, for the rheu.
natie and catarrhal aflections vith which it was nixed
partook sonewhat of a gaîstric nature, as Vas provd
by the great benfit derived froimnî emetics and calomel.
This appears in accordanlce wit h th it that the gas.
trie constitution was more filly developedwhere thl
ravages of var had not extended, althiough it requird
les$ attention in lthe treatmenozit than rhetniatic sym-
toins, then likewise pr'valOni. Thus thie agutes wIîid
W 0ere conmon at ubigen, abolut the end of 18OC
comnienced, in general, with pain in fite belly, vomi-
ing, iad ir-egularity of Ilie bowcls, a yellov furrd
tongu, headache, and fumors of the parotids wvre Sl
frequtenit occurrence, and, in general, gast ric symptois

f were by no mais rare. Tiese symptois graduai1

gained ground, and thle reputation of ipuecacutanhita ad
cathartics incrcased in flic sane proportion. At R-
tisbon lie constitutilon was renarkably gastric iti ài
auntuml of 1809 ; and a tervous fever .prevaiCd i
Weimar, ii 1809-10, vItich was accoitpaniied Iy 2
bitter traste in the mnouth, diarrhca, naisca, and veri-
go. Acute catharsis vas injuit-ous in' this epidemi,
but nutch benefit retsuted from the exhibition of castI
oiL The advantages, derivd about tlie same 1 une
-Berlin from the treatient of fevers by emetics -Dl

cooling purgatives, proved that they were therc abi
complicatcd evith gastric deranemnt,

To be continued.


