
DISEASES Or THE SPINE.

the spine, or any disagrceable sensation. Ile has liad several seminal
emissions, but they have been attended with natural feelings, and have net
left him in the iveak, nervous state as when thoy occurred sone months ago.
When I saw him yesterday, lie conplained of being weaker in the right leg
than li the left, but not in any paim."

Froin this date lie gradually and stea'lily inproved-the issue was henled
on the 4th of December, and now (January, 1853) is quite restored to health,
the swelling lias been entirely absorbed, and on both sides the loins are
exactly the same size und shape. The nocturnail missions have ceased ; the
urine is fre fron spermatozoa.

Feb. 7. Re has ail the appearance of health, and though btill nervous
sbout a relapse, lie lias no smgle sign indicating it.

Ie can bear any tapping on the spine fron the top te the bottou. le lias
been out iwiti his gun several hours during the day, and feels no weakness
or -inatural sensation in the lower extreinties.

The result of this case is highly satisfactory, and it inust encourage ye
to pursue a sitilar plan of treatment i a case in which the pathology is
similar; for I do not cxaggerate wcn I say, thit, if this disease lad been
further neglected, it must have termînated in complete paralysis of the
lower extremities.

You must net confounîd this cla-s of cases with another, and that of a
wholly different origin, and in which the pathological condition is likewise
diferent. I refer te a forni of paraplegia, vhich cornes on se musidiously
that the sad %ictiin of it is almost lest before le is aware that lis health is
seriously deranged. The disease is unaccompanied with pain, and it gene-
?aUy occurs tO those wbose attention is zo drain fron thoemseves by active
mental exertion that they often pay na attention to the first symptons of
disase, regarding them as trivial aond unimnportant. Thse cases wre have just
been analyzing had both an inflanmmatory origin: the cases te whiclh I now
direct your attention, are, I believe, aeinic from the first; they are cases
of permanent spinal exabstion, and you wvill see, therefore, the importance
of a correct diagnosis, as the treatment which in the one ase vould cure
your patient, in the other would aggravaîte his malady.

The disease commences vith slight nuubncss of die lower extremities;
this is followed by sone loss of power; there is no pain in the spinal region
at al); when you examine them, ye imay rap the spi fron the ncck tO the
tmp, and the patient does not slr&nk. Yeu may api y the lot sponge, but

Wi1 clicits no evidence of disease of the vertebral coluin.
The history will assist yen if you strike the right key. Yeu fid no

eidence of your patient having ever received any injury to the spine. He
Cannt account for it at all. If, however, Yon ask him whethcr he hias liait
much sexual intercourse, he wili say, if he n honest, yes ; but more probably
hevillnot acknowvledge te it nimediately, but ihen ye tax lin directly
'ith not having been satisfied wîith the caresoes and charms of one siren but
tht two claimed bim for their own, and that his nlii pride vould not
slow him te stint them, lie -will generally acknowledge te the truth of the
Sdot imnpeachment. If, on the other hand, ie says indignantly thnt lie never
Wai connexion with a iwoman in his life, it ib almost certain that lie is tlhe
tim of that dread delusion-masturbation.
In the treatment of these cases yout must avoid ail antiphlogistic mensures,

kr they enly do harm. The first thing is te stop the exciting cause, and this
soften, strange as it nay secem, the most diflicult part of your task.

I have knos:n men of sound sense on ail other inatters, men whose judg-
ment is of the greatest value te their client, such Slaves to the venereal appe-
te and tbeir own ideas of pleasure, tha' they would submit te any plan of
vstment that yen like te propose, yet would net abstan fron copulation,
e give up their ordinary exercise and mental eiployment. I renember
ace saying to a patient, -e consulted nie for this nalady, and iwhoin I
tudperfectly deaf to ail ny adrice on this point, "Thebestthing tliatcould
hppea to you vould be to be pitched out of your phacton, and to have a


