
ON THIîE A'MOY ('<)iLOQUIA L 1)[ALrCl'.

Thiere are inot moi-e thoan seven litndredl monosyllabies in tthe 11noy
iialct An Ortlioepist trained in Eîmrojc ivoid recognize oi ee

Il andreelU iords.

It is evident, tliat convversation cannot be maintaincd wvitl so snial
a iiumber of words. Tie trnith is, that tiiere are several thousand
znonosvllabie words in thiis dialect.

Under tl)c initial " B," it bias been stated tliat thcrc are twcnitv-niine
monosyllables, and yct thiere arc at least 1IbI distinct, separate, intelli-
g)ible monos llabi c words begiingii<ý with -I" O f these 76 are
nouans, .13 verbs, 22 adjectives, aîid -10) othiers.

Under the initial ''," tiere are 13 inonosyllables, And v'ct tliere,
arc at least -148 Nords, viz. : 186 nouais, 1 75 verbs, -16 adjective s1
advlerbs, and 1<) othiers.

U ader the initial <1 Tii,''(sirtd' T "), thiere are onlv 39 Mono-
syllables recognizalile bya tropean ear, 3-et there are 2,23 distinct,
monlosyllabie Nwords, viz. -66 nouans, 117 -vertis, 19 adjectives, &c.

Uîîder tiiese thirec initials (B, T, TI),) timen, ti re -re onlv 111 mono-
syllables ortliograplliicaillv indicated, and yet ''eeare 8.52 distinct
monosvllabic word s, ï.e. <aboteighlt words to ecch ionosvllable.* If
this p)rol)ortion be inaintainûd through ilhe Nyliole niimber of iinit-alsl it
will give more tian 5000 distinct îaionosvliabie %vords iin the languagýe
Nyith oalv 700 ni onosyllables. Thiere 2re probably more than 7000
words.*

Let iis proceed to shiow lîow these iiiinerous nionosvllables are
uttered. so thiat thiey niay bc readilv distinguishied front eachi othier.

"Stay hiere ;" Stay liere V" are similar cormbitiations of prccisely the
saiae letters. They -m-av eveit be said to, be pr-o;tioiaced alike, but
wlieii properly z'ttered, they ar()eecivedl to be very différent. The
one is a commnand, Il Stav hiere;" ti odier is a remionstratîce ag-ainst
the commnd. Thiey are at once distiîîgîishied tiot by a difference of

oîminciationi (iii the usiial acceptation of tbat, word), but by a differ-

ence of modulation. The command is modulated thius,

:zi Sty heie.
the other is The word "Go" inay be u-ttered with

Stay here.

These- tinbers are taiken fron aun upublishied vucabulary of the Amoy
dialect. The aumber of words îs probably înwoh greater tin lere given. Thbe
nuiîîber of syllables is exact.


