
THE OUTLOOK.

1899 the I?2pubIic made mure than double as much
as the Monarchy, the figures being 10i.639,957 and
5,ooo,oo tons respectivelv, an eigl-fold iuncrease for
Britain and fifty-tlhree fold for the Republic, and ai-
nost 40 per cent. of all the steel iade in the world,
wich was 27,000,000 tous. liudustrial history lias
nothing to show comparable to titis.

Mucli lias been heard of the smuuartnîess of Amenri-
cai iroifouniders in coipleting work. and it lias been
said, as an excuse for placing contracts witih thelm,
tiat British firmlîs coluld lot prodiuce the work wanited
in time. This couitention lias been stoutlv denied. and
very rigitly, as the construction of a \Vest African
bridge in record-breaiiig timte by a British Midland
firn shows. The bridge is to carry the Lagos and
Coomtîassie railwav over a tribultary of the Niger at
Abeoktuta. It is an enormlous steel structure 520 icet
long. built in six spans. three of io0 feet aci and
tiree of 60 feet. Ini addition to carrying the railway
across the river. it provides a footbridge on aci side
of the line. 'l'le conîtraci was placed bv the Crown
agents with the \\idnes Potundry Comiany on No-
venber to. and withiun ai hotir fromi the tie the order
wvas placed the steel was being rolied for tIe bridge,
the timte allowed for its completion beiig inete
veeks. The importance of turninîg ont the vork in

so limited a period is readly gathered fromt the fact
theat the railwav staff and a smaill arnv of natives are
waiting to procced wilth its crection. whici mnust be
doue before tile rainv season contes on. Within ithe
specified contract tinie tIe task. lias been accoiplisi-
ed to the satisfaction oi ic Crown ageits' inspect-
ing cngineers. The \\idncs Fo-undry Conpany lias
tiuts periormed wiat is adiittedly a wonderfuil
achievenciii. Tie first tihrce spans were completed
and erected on the foundry preiises on Janîuary io,
and on the 15thi the remiaining three spails were ready.
thirty vaggons wis reqpiisitioner to convey tIe vari-
ois sections of the bridge to Liverpool for tranship-
ment to the steanship Jcbba. of the Elder Demnpster
linge. whici recettly saileid for West Africa.

MAR K TWAINS BEGGING LETTER.

Begginu letters by the iundreds aire addressed
to Anidrcw Carnegie daily. A few days ago the iron
king reccived this original missive:

"My Dear Carnegie- sec bîy the dailv papers
that vou are prosperous. 1 want to get a hvmnt book;
it costs SI.o. If vou vil] send Ie tis ivmn hook
I will bless von. God will bless vou and it wili do a
great deal of good. Yours truly. «Mark Twain."

P.S.--Dn't send the hvmn book. send the
Sr.5o."-Cicago Chirnicle.
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MOTIVES-CONCLUDED.

Written for the Outook by \V. F. P.

Said a rural orator with a glass eye wiho was pro-
mointing before a commitce of a Provinciai Legisia-
ture a water bill for his village: "I arn iere with an
eve single to the public good. .\nd so lie was. But
lie iad in his pocket a. provisional appointient on the
proposed water works of a modestly reicerative
character.

A suggestive piase of such a discussioin as tihis
presents itself when we relect that it is a muatter of
comm1on observation to find that mne who performs
soie action worthy and even laudable in itself tuay
obtain credit for a motive as praisewo rthv as his con-
duct ; whereas lie is in reality actuated only by an ob-
ject or desire that is base and even sorditi. ltere we
classifv our Pcksuiff, our s.ommon fraud. mur man of
hypoc-iticaI pretecie. To take an illustration. Walk-
ing on the Ievee at New < )rleans. a gentleman fron
hie North observed an old negro and a litle negro
boy fisling. Sldenily the boy lost his balance and
fell into the water. welire lie would uloubtedlv have
been drowned had lot the Ai mnan coolly and dclib-
crateiv dived after him and brought the chili ashore
on his back. The two returned t) toteir sport at atnce,
as if nothing hdappened. The gentleman, ap-
proaching tle pair. warnly and eloqitently congratit-
lated the old mnan ipon his hieroiisin and promptitude;
cnquiredi his naime am circmstances aid about the
bov: and then lie .suggested that thruglih te press
lie wouild call the attention (Ji the public to vhat lie
had seen so thnt steps mlight he taken to suitably
reward the brave rescler of a drowiing chilil. The
oild negroî. wchen lîe Iad taken tine to recover fron
lis evident alîazeeiint. replied: "Now. look heah,
boss. wiat's ail dis vou'se give' us 'bout dis Iealh
bor? 1 do' sce no *casion fur vo' reIarks' bout dis
bov ''all. I never dun tinîk iiffin' 'ba4ut de boy. He
lad de bail in his pocket !"

\hy docs Joes so regularly and levou>tly at-
tend vounder fasiinable churchu. forsaking the crecec
and faith of his fatihers ? \\hy. tlat church lias de bait
in its pocket.-social advanceient for the sociai
climbxher. to wit. Why lias Brown. the votuing and
ambitions Iawvcr. turned his coat and becomîîe so zeai-
ous a liccier for thlc political party tihat for the tinie
iolds the reins of power? s it the party of progress.

puritv and a sane fiscal policy. say Vot. No. iîy son.
The governing party lias d lbaiinlu its IpOcket. soie
snall office, in doubt. or some promise of preter-
ment.

Wiv diocs thiat otherwise reputable citizen pass
bv varions and excclient tailoring establishments of
lis fellow citizehns anid laloriouslv wend iis wav to
the noisesomc purlicns of Ch;iînatown. carrying lis
self-imllportedl cInth to get lhis unakedncess covercd at
the lands of the eatien? He would. savs ne. thlus
lcnld a band to hlcip a strugging down-trodden
stranger up tlc rugged pathi ni life. and so advance


