
1896.1 TIIE MISSIONARY STATUS IN~ TUIUKEY.

gtiaranteeingç to Americans ail the riglits and privileces yîelded to the citi-
zens of the "most favored nation." The occupation of the mnissionaries
bas never been made a ground for exceptioneal treatmecnt, andl does not,
differ from the recognizcd occupation of the citizens of other friendly
nations who reside in Ttirkey. The niissionaîies in large nuinbers are
teachers, in ch'arge of schools of ail grades, in which tuition. is charged and
from svhîeh revenue is dcrived. Several of their number are engraged in
the manufacture and sale of books, a business yielding, a profit, ani as legit-
imate as any other commercial enterprise. Thiat their personal influence
and efforts are aiso directed to the encouragement of virtue and piety,
hoilesty of life and eonscientiouisness of purpose, neither dcstroys those
other aspects of thecir occupation nor exposes thein to, the just dispicasure
of a sovereign ivho desires the iinprovenment of his people. lu a word, the
Amnericati nissionary in Turkey is there by the saine riglit as the Anierican
inerchiant, pursues an occupation as legitiinate, and is entitled to the saine
protection.

The mnateria,,l interest invoived in. Ilie missionary enterprise in Turkey
is by ne means inconsiderable. At least $6,000,000 have been expended,

byAinerican citizens in developing the plant and maintaining ils opera-
tions for lte Iast sevenly years. The animal expenditure of Amnr-
can funds upon this field is now above $160,000, and the animal receipts
fromn varions sourcs on the grotind, which are aiso spent upon lite devel-
opnient of the work, amiuit to at least $7-0,000 more, making the total
annmal expenditure $230,000. The greatness of the enterprise itself and
the signilicance of the interest at stake is sufgstdbu b n man

f ully expressed, by tbis annual investinent of nearly a quarter of a million
dollars. \Vhen ive consider in whiat formns titis expenditure is expressed,
hoiw nany churches and sehools of vanjous grades, %vlat a volume of litera-
ltre and texl-books, and wvhat a Nveigit of personal and social influience are
represented by this sum, lte valuec of the zAriericail interest iii Turkey,
and the validity of its claint to. imtnuniiiity, and the importance of is ample
and efficient protection, niust be clear and convincing toe very inid.

EU is a grand sucess whicli missionary labors iii Turkzey have attained.
It needs but a fcev statenients; le make this plain.

The territory of Asiatie. Turkey is suibstanitizilly covered by flhc labors of
lte missonaries. Twcnty cities and towns are occupied as places of mnis-
sionary residence, and about three hutndred other towns and villages arc
centers of evaugelical teaching and preachiing. Thiere are but few consid-
erable places in te whoie empire that are not titus reachied and blessed by
miissienary influence. This is a significant fact, and f ull of promise.

The first evangelical church -,vas oiranized at Constantinople in 18S47,
a nccessary step after the evangelicals were forinaliy excomnunicated. by
the Armenian Palriarchi. The last reports f romn these fields show il11
churches, with 1095memnbers, 90 of îhem having native pastors of thecir
own. The averagre congregations ini ill these ficids number 32,092, and
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