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guaranteeing to Americans all the rights and privileges yiclded to the citi-
zens of the ‘“ most favored nation.” The oceupation of the missionaries
bas mever been made a ground for exceptional treatment, and does not
differ from the recognized occupation of the citizens of other friendly
nations who reside in Turkey. The missionaries in large numbers are
teachers, in charge of schools of all grades, in which tuition is charged and
from which revenue is derived. Several of their number are engaged in
the manufacture and sale of books, a business yiclding a profit, aud as legit-
imate as any other commercial enterprise. That their personal influence
and efforts are also directed to the encouragement of virtue and piety,
honesty of life and conscientiousness of purpose, neither destroys those
other aspects of their occupation nor exposes them to the just displeasure
of a sovereign who desires the improvement of his people. In a word, the
Aumerican missionary in Turkey is there by the same right as the American
merchant, pursues an occupation as legitimate, and is entitled to the same
protection.

The material interest involved in the missionary enterprise in Turkey
is by no means inconsiderable. At least $6,000,000 have been expended
by American citizens in developing the plant and maintaining ils opera-
tions for the last seventy years. The annnal expenditure of Ameri-
can funds upon this field is now above $160,000, and the annual receipts
from various sources on the ground, which are also spent upon the devel-
opment of the work, amount to at least $70,000 more, making the total
annual expenditure $230,000. The greatness of the enterprise itself and
the significance of the interest at stake is suggested, but by no means
fully expressed, by this annual investment of nearly a quarter of a million
dollars.  When we consider in what forms this expenditure is expressed,
how many churches and schools of various grades, what a volume of litera-
ture and text-books, and what a weight of personal and social influence are
represented by this sum, the value of the American interest in Turkey,
and the validity of its claim to immunity, and the importance of its ample
and efficient protection, must be clear and convineing to every mind.

tis a grand success which missionary labors in Turkey have atiained.
It needs but a few statements to make this plain.

The territory of Asiatic Turkey is substantially covered by the labors of
the missionaries. Twenty cities and towns arc occupied as places of mis-
sionary residence, and about three hundred other towns and villages are
centers of evangelical teaching and preaching. There are but few consid-
crable places in the whole empire that are not thus reached and blessed by
missionary influence. This is a significant fact, and full of promise.

The first evangelical church was organized at Constantinople in 1847,
a necessary step after the cvangelicals were formally excommunicated by
the Armenian Patriarch. The last reports from these fields show 111
churches, with 10,935 members, 90 of them having native pastors of their
own. The average congregations in all these ficlds number 32,092, and



