
18~6] EW FORCES FOR MISSION 'WORrà.

deep. Whole continents were not so mucli as explored, to say nothing
of being opened and evangelized. It closes upon a world clear iii every
direction to the advauce of Christendona-a iworld the fartiaest points in
ivhichi can b- reachced in a few weeks by Christian agenicies. It closes
wvith a raissionary niovement unparallelcd. in its successes-a inovement
Nvllich is yearly gainingr strengrth and tidal propulsion ; for Inaa is
tremlbling on the brinkz of a landslidc: Japan, aftcr rcaclaing the fartae-st
paoint of reaction, is turning again with redoublcd cncrgy toward Christ;
Africa is ablaze in a hiundred points-in LTganda, iu Basutoland> iu Mada-
gascar ; flussia is being li oncycombedl with a vital nonconformity ; China
is entcringr upon anl cra of Renaissance in which the patient labor
of a gencratioîa of inissionaries will doubtless 110w reap its full lbar-
vest. World over the fonntains of tlîc great jccp arc 'brcalzing up.
World over one finds indications of gCrceat, solemn, incoînparably important
changes. Christianity, in fulfilinient of the iviine prograîn, is bccoming a
universal religion. Thelî Gospel of the kingdloui à, being rapldly witnessec.
to throughout tlie world.

Whlen we turii, lîowvvr, to the homne age- -tics 'ii this carthi-w.idc work
of evangelization, %-; find niuch tijat is discouraging. Ainerica and Engr-
land, in coînmon with t'i- commcrcial wurld nt large. hlave becn suffcring
froin serions and lonig-conitin.ued financial. depression. Froua sucli cpi-
demies Chris;tians arc, of course, nu(t quarantincd, and tlîc pîraiticaI effert,
on the operations de-scribed alove lias been t1iaI vblicli aîaturally lesulis
froia slirinkage iii incoine and retrenclîient in plaius. Not a anissiunary
board but Lias lcun afflicted with the incubais f t1elicit. c a loc-al chutrcl
but lias reccivcd ifs quota of circulars dcsri ie h pressing iirgecc. d
sore nced of tic ecetiic coinmittcc dircctingr at lcadqù,artcrq. The
rc'gource-s of the churches arc ample. The wclt f Christians; lias liven
toc often dwelt on te îîccd rcstemcîent here. If. is iii senscý of obligatien
zr.d ini cxtcnit of spiritual vision t1iat fiair "- r.ylies. Witliont an en-
ricineait in thes directions if. is douLtful whîethier thie re'iecatud reciarreuce
of thicse Is.riods of distxcss can be %varded (,il.

1>cnding su-11 an enriclirmont of thtc muer life of leresent-day Chris-
tianitv, wu inust cst about for othier ineans of Ca-rryving ou fla ppointcdi
'%vtrk,. It iq aul .cpeu questicu to the Nvrit.er whicthcr or nof., lu iciv of hu
extraordinarv cIî. - es iii tht %vorld siaice the days of Judisnn -ild Martyni,
the xnethad of c.)iiduc*.ing Cisti issions is iiot iii a 'argcr degr:e

arcbair. Conditionîs wcre suich in flhc carly part of flhis ccntury as tf-
inalzc unavoidable the substitlitinn cif <'seci ye into ail thie iverld7' fo-r
thec rcrcived version of tlit passagc. Sileli tn interpretation h> by no
inean-ý so pertinent noivadavs, when thc whole iiorld is opta to aliea ros-i-
denice alli arcessible nt thc shortest notice. To distribute Bil-les inra ouie

ify iers nc uant imprisonment, or worse ; to disembarki on J. pan.s.e
snil nitant thc luss of one's licad ; 1.0 undertakce mission work in t7rve
countrirs onit cf four was equiivilent tcb martyrdorn. Longr distance nr
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