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deep. Whole continents were not so much as explored, to say nothing
of being opened and evangelized. It closes upon a world clear in every
direction to the advance of Christendom—a world the farthest points in
which can be reached in a few weeks by Christian agencies. It closes
with a missionary movement unparalleled in its successes—a movement
which is yearly gaining strength and tidal propulsion; for India is
trembling on the brink of a landslide ; Japan, after reaching the farthest
point of reaction, is turning again with redoubled energy toward Christ ;
Africa is ablaze in 2 hundred points—in Uganda, in Basutoland, in Mada-
gascar ; Russia is being honeycombed with a vital nonconformity ; China
is cntering upon an era of Renaissance in which the patient labor
of a generation of missionaries will doubtiess now reap its full har-
vest.  World over the fountains of the great deep are breaking up.
World over one finds indications of great, solemn, incomparably important
changes.  Christianity, in fulfilment of the Divine program, is becoming a
universal religion.  The Gospel of the kingdom is being rapidly witnessed
o throughout the world.

When we turn, however, to the home ageries in this earth-wide work
of evangelization, we find much that is discouraging. America and Eng-
lang, in common with the commercial world at large. have been suffering
from serious aud long-continued financial depression. From such cpi-
demies Christians are, of course, not quarantined, and the practical eflert
on the operations described ahove has been that which naturally resulis
from shrinkage in income and retrenchment in plans, Not a missionary
board but has been aflicted with the incubus of deficit.  Not a loeal church
but has received its quota of circulars describing the pressing urgency and
sore need of the exccutive committee directing at headquarters.  The
resources of the churches are ample. The wealth of Christians has been
tou often dwelt on to need restatement here. It is in sense of olligation
=rd in extent of spiritual vision that their poversy les.  Without an exn-
richment in these directions it is doubtful whether the repeated recurrence
of these periods of distress can be warded oif.

Pending su~h an earichment of the inner life of present-day Chris-
tianity, we must cast aboud for other means of carrying on the sppointed
work. It is an open questivn {0 the writer whether or not, in view of the
extraordinary chz - esin the world since the days of Judson and Martyn,
the method of comducting Christian missions is wot in 2 iarge degrec
archaic. Conditions were such in the carly part of this cenlury as to
make unavoidable the substitution «of ““ send ye into all the werld” for
the received version of the passage. Such an interpretation is by no
means so pertincat nowadays, when the whole world is open to alicn resi-
dence and accessible st the shortest notice.  To distribute Bibles in Rome
fifty vears szo meant imprisonment or worse ; to disembark on Japan.se
snil meant the luss of one’s head ; to undertake mission work in three
conntrivs out of four was equivalent to martyrdom. Long distarce work



