
CHR[STIANITY IN INDIA. [April

The increase ini the native Chiristian conmunity is denionstrated by
the following figures

1851 1801 187 1 1881 1890

Native Chritians ........... 1321,81 224.258 417, 372 559.60!
t'hturet.beA or Cougregations.. 23 971 2,278 3,650 4,8m3
Coa)nuuaiilimuts............ :....... 14,M61 24,97,6 52,816 113,325 182,-722*

Thus it wvil1 bc seen that the increase in the native Christian coin-
inunîty is great, pro.grcss,,ive, aud at an accelerated ratio, thioug,,li the nulmber
of couverts at the Ia.st returns was Iess than liad becu anticipiated.

And tliey are inecasing more rapidly than any other part of the vast
and varied population. The Governrncîst cousus and the Iiighi anthority of
Sir M. W. Iilunter, wliuse knovwledge of India probably exceeds that of
any othier pcrsou, justifies this statenient. Hie reported sorte thue ageo
that the intrease of population throiugheutt British India, in the nine years
betwecu 1871-81, %vas at the foliowing rate:

General increase......... ............... 10.39 per cent.
Moiaminedfan ......................... -10.90
ilindu.......... ..................... 13.04
Christians of aill races .................... 40.71 "

Native Clîristians ........................ 064.07
fiere is ne reason te suppose thiat since 1881 these ratios have grcatly

changed.
Equal progress lias been made in the social status of the Christian crni-

xnunity. A fair p)roportion of thie converts are drawu frorn the highier
castes and best. educated classes.

Great care is generally taken in receiving applicauts for baptisin, ad-
mitting inembers jute the chutrches, enîloyinig native preachiers, aud re-
ceiving ani' of themn jute the ininistry. The cutire coniiiuniity, tliough
relatively sial, is botter educated, mere free, liopeýful aud aggressive thani
any other. Their niorals, virtue, and benevolence are li.giier-iglier even
than in the general miass of Englisli aud American society, thoughl below
the level usually recognized in professedly religions circles. There is,
indeed, a Small class of so-called Cluristians, usually found in înilitary sta-
itiens, wlio briug opprebrium on the naine they hear, and are, unfortu-
nately, the euly representatives of Clhristianitv their inasters knew or cure
te know. Thtev are îîut iuterested in missions, and the instances are
numerous whiere thîey have lived for muonthis necar censiderable connunities
of nature Christiaus without kuiowingit, and on their return te r!tigclatud de-
claring that they liad nover scen a native Christian station, or tliat the few
Cliristians thiere -,vere were the refuse of the bazaars. The-se ixo more rep-
resent Indian Christianitv than the crowds of Londen aud New York relire-

* Theste fIgures relate onlyv to India lmoper. There wcre aldo In 1890, 89,182 converts Iu Ilurmab
ind abont 37,000 In <cylon, thotigh the r,.îurrl, for the: latter art: iconmplete.
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