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bo evolved,as to which party the indiviti-
ual property shalH appertain. An cde-
siastical judicature cannot decide on
questions of' civil right, and nothing
wouid rc-main in snich unhappy circum-
stances but an appeal to ti iiltiu
na].

To obviato as far as possible these
evils, acts of Incorporation for church
property have been very generally
sought for by particular churches, and
granteti by the Legislature. "'9'lîe
design of such a statute is to onable
the members to nct by one united will,
andi ta continue their joint powers and
property in the saine body, undisturbed
by the change of members, and without
the nezessity of perpotual convcyanccs,
as the rights of inembers pasa fromn one
individual taanother. Allthe individu-
ais cornposing a corporation, and their
successors, are consîdereti in laiv butas
one moral persan, capable under an or-
tificial form, of taking andi conveying
property, contracting dcbts andi duties,
and of' enjoying the civil rights which,
their ci'rter confers on them. One of
the peculiar properties of a corporation
is the pover of acting in perpetual suc-
ces3ion, like one individual, without in-
curring any personal hazard or responsi-
bility, or exposingr any other property
than what belongs ta the corporation in
its loge1 capacity. The ordinary inci-
dents ta a corporation are--to have per-
-petual succession, ana of couirse the
power of electing members in the roam
of those rcmovod by death or otlîerwise;
-ta sue anti ho sueti, andi ta grant andi
receive by their corporate nanie;-to
purchase andi holti landis andi chattels;-
ta have a coromon seal;-to makec bye
laws for the goveriirmcnt of the corpo-
ration;--anc the pawcer of amotion, or
the removal of mcmbers.' In reference
ta a religious corporation, these powv-

ers refer only ta the management of
ternporalities.

But in order the mare cfl'ectually to
secure thîs gooti management, it is im-
possible altogether ta keep out of viev
or overlook certain questions that lie
rather ivithin thc range of spiritual ju-
risdictior. Church propcrty is acquir-
cd, andi he!d, anti mnanageai for religiaus
purpases. Confining our observations
ta the Prcsbyterian church, let us sup-
pose an edifice buiît by certain mcm-
bers of our communion, that they anti
thecir successars nlay onjoy it for di-
vine ordinances according ta, the re-
ceiveti standards of doctrine, discipline
anti warship. The building with
ail its revenues, wvhcthcr thcy arise
from pcw rents, or other endowv-
inentb, are by the original contract ta
bie devoteti ta this particular form cf
religion. No anc will question the riat-
ural riglit o? tic parties se ta devote
this property wvhich is their awu. Andi
Wf the Legislature grant the parties a
act of Incorporation ta secure thîis pro-
perty in perpetuity for its spccifflc use,
a legal authority is given ta a proviaus
agreement, andi the civil court, in case
of dispute, arbitraLes according ta the
provisions of the charter whieh tie Le.
gislature bas granteti. Promn tlis vieiw
of the case, it is obvions, that two class-
os of rights,. very tififrent tin thoîr na-
turc, mnay becomethe subjeet of dispute.
The onc css will purely respect the
faithîFul management o? the praperty-
the aLlier class will respect the lises te
which it is opplîcti, that us ta snywhetlî-
or tic property bc really useti for the
maintenance of doctrine anti worship
according ta the standards o? the Pres-
byterian churclu. In the former class,
the integrity o? the managers is thc mat-
ter ta be escertaineti; in the latter, thie
orthodoxy-tlie moral cluaracter, Uhc fi-
delity of thie rminister. The anc us


