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opposition which systematically endeavored to frus-
trate every measure that the government was desirous
of carrying. On the other hand the assewblymen par-
took ol the muliifarious character ofiheir constituents;
many of them were poorly qualified for the business
of legislation ; unable to judge for themsclves oun the
great questions brought befere them, they genevally
fell into the train of some party leader, whose opinions
and spirit they reflecied on their constituents, as they
returned aunually [rom their legistative duties. With-
out fixed principles, they sought, by referring their
acts to popular sutirage, to draw from this variable
and uncertain source an illegitimate support ; and
thus their opinions, even on questions that Iay within
their reach, were unsettled and variable.  Their per-
plexity became the more evident and embarrassing,
whenever it was attempted to legislate on principles
opposed to thosc embadied in the British constitution,
as was the case in referenceto the law of primogeni-
ture, in the various atiempts o generalize the clective
franchise, and above all in the measuresthat have been
repeatedly pursued by assemblymen especting the pub-
lic mainainance of religion. Had the principles of our
constitution been deeined sacred and inviolahle, such
questions would not have been brought into discus-
sion., Our legislation would have been eonfined with

inthe limits of the constitution, aud regulated by the
practice of the paren: state.  The collective wisdom
of ages would then haveserved as a guide, aund pre-
vented our raw statesinen from losing their way in a
labyrinth of unsettled opinions in political science—
often very dangerous when attempted to be car-
ried out in practical legislation, cven by those
most profoundly skilled in the art of government.
Ttis not difficult to conjecture what would have been
the fate of Canada, long ere thisday, had not the kigh-
er branches of the legislature reived in the popular
branch. If we areto indulge any hope thatthese evils
shall not again occur, it must be founded on a deeper
veneration of our constitution inthe body ofthe people,
and especially among those who represent thetn jn the
legislature; its fundamental principles must be csieem-
ed an authority to which all, of every degree, will
cheerfully submit; its walls and bulwarks must not be
assailed ; it must be defended in the citadal of the peo-
ple’slove, and hauded down to pusterity as the charter
of their freedom; whatever modifications it may under-
go toadaptitto a new condition of society, itsspirit, its
‘essential form, its parental image, must be preserved
immutable. Throughoutthe changes and expansions
of anascent empire, let its excellencies form a fixed
centre around which the love and veneralion of the
people shall ever concentrate. Such an object of
deep and genercus regard would form a potent cause
of political concord. Embodying a multitude of fun-
damental principles to which all have resolved to
bend with cordgial and implicit submission, it would
infuse amilder spirit into such debates as mightarise,
inits application to emergent circumstances. We
wmight then indulge the hope that our social fabric, a
thing notof mushroom growth, would notbe a thing
of mushroom decay ; that it would survive to hoar
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artiquity, and occupy anitch in the temple of history
callateral with that of the empire from which it
sprung. ‘These are pleasing dreamst 'What bosom
warmed with the glow of patriotism, does not breath
the fervent prayer that they may beecome realites
when we shall have quitied the stage tu be the in-
tiubitants of @ kingdom thatcannot be moved.

We may ofier in connection with these remarks, &
suggestion as to what the character of those men
should be, to whom the management of public affairs
is intrusted.  T'oo many among us seem to have acted
on the marim, that any body would do for an assem-
blyman; and talents, principles, moral character,
did not furm clements in their choice. Were a parent
to commit the education of his child 1o atecacher with-
out inquiry on these points, he would be highly
culpable, and might be doomed to reap very bitter
fruits. How much nore culpable is the elector, who
intrasts the most important of his civil intereststo a
person of whose character and qualifications nothing
favorable is known! It is true, that the difficulty of
finding suitable persons to undertake the affice, and
the Jow intrigues of electioneering, may occasionally
frusirate our wishes. But it were well that every
one wer: fully aware that no provisions of a consti-
tution, Liuwever excellent, can preserve the liberties
of a country, or prowmote its well-being, unless they
are administered by suitable officers. It will not be
denied that senators should be men of competent in-
tellectual ability, not merely of natural endowments,
but of various acquirements. Ina young colony in
which civil affuirs are less complicated than in great
nations, it may be neither necessary nor practicable
10 establish a2 high standard; yet, in amaiter of so
much importance, it is surely allowable to aim at
high things—to elevate rather than depress. *What-
ever oftices rulers hold, it is of very great importance
that they haveimproved their mental faculiies by easly
cultivation, studied the principal sciences with great
care, and formed habits of correct thinking, of patient
vesearch, and prompt action, by previous education.
Especially ought they to have siudied politicsas a
seience, not satisfied with the loose maxims that float
confusedly on the surface of the public mind, but ex-
amiuing the fundamental principles, that lie open to
the diligent inquirer only, in theit order, origin,
connexions, and results. It you load a vessel with a
precious cargo for a distant country, you do not em-
ploy a commander unacqnainted with the artof navi-
gation. It you equip an army for defending the
national rights against the violence of unprovoked
aggression, you do not choose a general who knows
nothing of the military profession. If yon wish a
physician who may cure vour bodies of the maladies
with which you are afflicted, you do not prefer some
iguorant pretender, who has never examined the
structure of the human frame, nor learned the approv-
ed mode of medicalireatment. 'Why, thep, choose as
fegislators men who bave not studied with the requisite
autention, tbe leading principles of politics and jaris-
prudence, whose memories ave not furnished with,
an aceurate knowledge of those laws and precedents



