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opposition wivich I>svîakly îdaoe o frais-
traie evcry mensuire abat the govt'ttiiitit was desiroîî-
of carrying. Oin the oither hnnd tuie as,;ctnblyien par-
tookof rite niulidfarions charartcr of licir osiun;
many of dictai %'ere puorly quilified l'or tue blAi icss;
ofrlegislation ; linible Io jilge fnr îleîc~oit the
great questions broub'ht bef.re tlîern, they getwrally
féli ini the train of borne party leader, wlîose opinins
and spirit they rt-.lecctd on dlîeir conýî tients, as, they
returneti aunually front their legislitivc doutes. With-
out fixeti priniciples, the ' souiglt, by refer ring their
acts to popular butlrage, tu dramv froin tItis variable
and inccrtain source an illeg-iiinate suipport ; and
thus ilteir opinions, even on questions tait lIy vitluin
their reach, wvere unseitled and variable. Tht-ar jier-
plexity became the more evident and canharras.sing,
whenever it wvas alîcînuitd to legiblite on) principles
opposedl ta ihiosc cmbadied in tic Britisii constitution,
as was the case in rererpncc Io te aw of priniogeni-
ture, in the variouis aticiopts to gentvraliz th icecivc
franchise, auJ abivc all iii the- measurcs thnt have been
repeatcdly pursued by assembly'ncnt c spectiug Uie pub-
lie maintairance of relig-ion. Mlail the principles of or
constitution laera deeîned sacred -and inviolable, such
qustsions would flot have been brouglit int discus-
sion. 0ur legislation would h.ave becu confmcd witti
in the linits ofthfe constitution, and reguîlated by tie
practice ofthe pareit: mate. Tie collectiveirisclomn
of ages would tht-n have seri'cd as a guide, and pre-
venteti Our raw statesinena front Iosinî; tîcir wvay in a
labyrinth of unsettled opinions in political sciecec-
allen ver>' dangerous Miecn attemptcd to bc car-
ried out in practical legislation, even by Ujose
most profoundly sktlled ira thse art of gurerîîîîîent.
ILi Mflot difflcuit go conjecture wvhat v.ould have been
the fate of Canada, lon,- ere this day, bail net the high-
er branches of the legislatture reined in tic popialar
branch. If wc are te indulge any hope that these evils
shall not again occur, it most ha foundcd on a derper
veuieralio f eO ur constitution in the bous> ofîhe peuople,
andi especially axneng those wh1o represent Lteau in thc
legislature; uts fundamental prinaciples tnust be cstcem-
cd an autherit>' ta wvhîich ail, of every degree, will
cberfully subirait; ils watts and buhvarks miust net hie
assaileti; i must be defended in the cicadal of tlie peo-
pleslove, aud haudzd down t0 posîceriiy as the charter
oftheirfreedom; wbatever modifications it may under-
go toadaptitto anewv condition ofsociety, itsspirit, ils
esseatial forant ils parenîtal image, niubt bc preserved
immutable. Tlîrou.-houtthie changes and expansion.,
of a nascent empire, let ils, excellenacies form a flxed
centre arotind whîicha thc love and veneraiion of the
people shall crer cencentrate. Such an object of
deep and generous regard %voutd ternai a potent cause
cf policat concord. Emabodying a multitude of fun-
damental principles ta which alt have resolvcd te
bend with cordial and imphicit subamission, it wosîld
infuse ansilder spirit into such debates as mightarise,
li its application to emergent circumstances. We
uight Ibhet indulge the hope that eur social fabrie, a
ting nol of mu-Iroom growth, would not lie a thing
of mushs'oomn decay ; Ihat il wIould survive to hoar

ar tiquity, and oecupy a itieh inr ilte temple of lîlsîory
collaîcral %villa abat of tle empire from which IL
spriug. 'rhese art jîleasing dreains 1 Vhat boson
%var)inet w-th thie glosv ofpatrioîiisin, does not breath
tIse fervent prayer that ttîvy niay become realites
wlien wve shail have quilted (lie stage tu bie the in-
htaitîntssufaldcngdum tiucanut be moved.

Wc miy offetr in connection wlîh ltese remarias, ak
'utggtestioîs as to wlîat the character cf titose men
bliould bc, la, whiom the management of public affales
is inîrustud. Too many ainoig us setm lu have acted
oi1th Ui naim, ilint an>' body wonild do for an assem-
blyi'aî; ind talents, principles, moral character,
did nect fuorin elemenîs in their ehoice. Were a parent
te conmmit te eduication of hi1% clîild to a teacher wlîh-
ont inquiry on these points, lie -would bie higbly
culpable, and nuig-ht bie doonied ta reap ver>' bitter
fruits. lin much more culpable is the elector, who
iîîtrats te inost important et' lais civil iiîterests ta a
person of svhose character and qualificatimns rnthing
favorable is knuwna! l is truc, that the difficully of
flîîding suitablo persons to tandertake the oiffice, and
tic IoNv intrigue% of electioneering, ina> occasionally
fruaraie our wibhes. But it were well that every
une wer, t'lly aware thiat ne provi-ions ot a cousti-
tutions, 1-wevcr excellent, cau preserve the tiberties
or a country', or protnote its wveli-being, uiess lhey
are adtitinisicred b>' suitable offtcers. It wilt flot be
denied that senators bhould be mcn ai compebent in-
tellc-ctual ability, not merely of natural endewmients,
but of variîts acquiremencrts. Ina1 Young colony in
which civil afrairs, are less cemplicaîed than in great
nations, il na>' be neither neccessary nor practicable
ta cstablishi a lîigh standard;, yel, in a maiter af sa
mueh imnportance, il ib surely alîowable 10 aim at
hightîhings--toclevatc rauher tlan depress. "What-
ever offices rulers haold, it is of ver>' great importance
thiat îlaey have iîîpravcd titeir mntaI faculties byearly
ejillivatien, silidied tlle principal sciences wiîls great
care, andi formed, habits of correct thinktng, ofpatient
resenrch, anti prompt action, by previous education.
Especially oîîght they Io have studicd polilicat as a
3tivaacc, flot saîisfied with thie loose ataxims that iguat
contosedly on thte surface of the public mind, but ex-
amiuaing tIse fondamental principtes, that lie open ta,
the diligent inquirer only, in their order, enigin,
connexions, and results. II yen Joad a vesse] wiîh a
precieus cargo for a distant country, yau do not em-
pIe>' a commanîder uuacquiainted with the art of navi-
gation. Il yeu equip an ariny for defending the
national riglIits against the violence of uiipravaked
aggression, yen do not choose a gensral who knows
nothing of the military'profession. If yoiî wish a
physician who mny cure Vour bodies of the maladies
with whiîch yen are atflicted, yen do not prefer some
ignorant pretrader, wvho las never examineti the
structure of the human frtrme, nor learned thse approv-
cdnmode of meditaltrcalment. Wiiy, hei>, choose as
legîsîntors mens iho bave not studied vîith thse requisitt
attention, tIse leading principles of politics and juris-
prudence, whose meinories are mot furnisbed. witlh
an accurate knowledge af those laws and precedents


