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THE MINISTRY FLYLLY PRLOVED*

BY THE REV. 'WILLIAM RITCHIE, D«UNSE, SCOTLAND.

My Dear ]Brother,-The Christian rninistry, to which you are now..
ordained, is a great work. It lias Christ for' its author, the gospel as
its subject, and the. salvation of men for its end. On this solemu
occasion, I arn appointed in naine of' this Presbytery, to address to you
the wvord of exhortation, and in humble dependence on Divine aid, 1
eall your attention to this counsel of Paul to Timothy, "'Makce fuil
proof of thyl ;iîti.stry."- You are here reminded that your work for
life is a miai8tiy, a service for Christ as an ambassador of Ils grace to
perishing men. You are further reminded, that the wvork to which
you are set apart is Ilt7hj ministry,"' your special labour in an appointcd
sphere to be fulflled in the pastoral care of this flock. The Divine
counsel to you then is, Ilmake full proof of thy rninistry." It is not
only a ivork to be faithfully performed, but a power to be fully proved,
its capabilities tested to, the utrnost, its living energy to, be displayeil
for evermore. The commnand therefore laid on you is, make full proof
of thy ministry, as an agency for the salvation of souls, and the glory
of Christ.

1. Make full proof of your ministry by a Zivînygfait ingosýpet trzctk.
I arn persuaded you hiave learned, that a belief of the gospel is essen-
tial to your personal salvation, and have trusteci in Christ for your own
acceptance with God. A living faith in the truth as it is in Tesus, is
no less necessary for ail your success .in the ministry you have receive'd.

* Anziddress at the Ordixiation of the Rev. James 31cLeibb, in tbe IL P. Congregaticn
Chapel Street, ÏierNviel--upon.Tweed, 3sTt3Iay, IS59.
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