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oriental Christian Churches existing in Asia
Minor, so little was previously known about
them. Chiefly through theirrepresentations,
the American Board saw it to be their duty
to enter upon the great work in which they
have now been engaged for fifty years. It
was in 1831 that the work was begun in
Constantinople by Mr. Goodell. At that time
the Armenians were the most influential
class in the capital, and they gave the mis-
sionary a hearty reception—even the Pa-
triarch blandly assuring him that, so great
was his love for him, had Mr. Goodell not
come to visit him, he must nceds have gone
to America to see Mr.Goodell | Adding many
other protestations of friendship, all of which,
however, were speedily forgotten. So socon
ag it was discovered that the Protestant doe-
trines were wholly at variance with the dead
formalism of the Armenian Church, a pro-
nounced and bitter persecutiou followed. An
order was obtained from the Sultan for the
expulsion of the missionaries. Armenian,
Greek, and Mohammedan combined to crush
out the new religion. The converts were ex-
communicated, arrested, imprisoned, and
banished. Bulls were issued prohibiting the
reading of alZ the missionary books. Ana
themas were proclaimed against ¢ the here-
ties.” But sultans do not live for ever. When
opposition was at its height, this ruler sud-
denly ceased from troubling. By & remark-
able providence, the young sultan who suc
ceeded him, in 1839, commenced his reign
by granting his people & charter of civil pro-
tection and religious liberty. The missionaries
took advantage of the new state of affairs,
and prosecuted their work with renewed di-
ligence. A spirit of enquiry incrensed among
the Armenians proportionately to the efforts
to put it down. A wide-spread reformation
set in, and extended to every important town
in the empire. Station after station was
opened : one band of missionaries succeeded
another; and the foundations werse laid of
churches and seminaries over the whole
land. The opposition of the old echurch au-
thorities became fiercer than ever. They
took the law into their own hands. At their
instigation the missionaries and converts
were pelted with stones, even in Constanti-
nople. The little band at Nicomedia were
driven to worship in the fields, like the Seot-
tish Covenanters. The missionaries were
expelled from Aintab by the governor and
driven out of the town by the Armenien
schoolboys and teachers. But the work
went on. Hitherto the missionaries had
aimed at the reformation of these old dead
churches, now they resolved to form a sepa
rate organization. The first evangelical con-
gregation was instituted at Constantinople
on the 1st July, 1846, followed by others st
Nicomedia, Adabazar, and Trebizond. In the

following year the Protestants were recog-
nized as an independent community. The
next important era in the history of the
mission, resulting from the Crimeen war, was
a still further concession extorted from the
Turkich government by Lord Stratford de

.Redcliffe, the British Ambassador. This was

known as the  Hatti Hemayoun ”—a solemn
cbligation on the part of Turkey that thence.
forth no person should be perseouted for his
religious opinions in the empire. This be-
came law in 1360. The battle had been
fought and won. By the recent treaty of
Berlin it is agreed that the civil disabilities
of dissentients from the State religion shall
cease ; that all persons without distinction of
creed shall be admitted to give evidenoce be-
fore the tribunals, and that liberty to wor-
ship according to every man’s conscience
shall be assured to all.

VI Centrar Toreer. Among the thirly-
seven stations and out-stations in this section
is Antiock, the old #Queen of the West,”
whither the disciples who had been scattered
abroad by the persecution following the
death of Stephen went, preaching the Word,
Acts 11: 19. It was then a eplendid city of
200,000 inhabitants. Here Paul and Barna-
bus preached a whole year. Later, it took
rank with Jerusalem and Alexandria as the
seat of a patriavchal see. Ten Christian
councils have been held at Antioch, at which
Arianism and other heresies were condemn-
ed. At one time it had three hundred and
gixty Christian churches. Since then it has
been twenty times overturned by earth-
quakes, and as often sacked and burned by
invading armies. It is still the residence of a
patriarch of the Greek Church. There ishere a
Protestant church with a native pastor under
the American Board. The Irish Presbyterians
have large and flourishing schools. But the
modern town, called by the natives Antakieh,
is litile more than an unsightly village in-
terspersed with ruigs. Zersus, in St. Paul’s
time, “no mean city,’—now a poor filthy place
of 20,000 inhabitants—is again placed under
the influence of evangelical Christianity. But
the chief stations of the American Board are
at dintab, Marash,and Hadgin. The college
at Aintab, commenced in 1874, bas eighly
students. The Theological Seminary at Ma-
rash graduated eight studentsin 1878. Alto-
gether the Central Turkey Mission has 8 or-
dained missionaries, 20 native pastors and
preachers, 04 teachers, and 2700 communi-
cants.

VII. Eastery Toreev. This part of the
field is on many acceunts worthy of special
mention. Armenia is the home of the people
among whom the principal succestes have
been gained in the other parts of the em-
pire ; and & very interesting people they are
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