THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. .

59

is that the Dominion Government will provide
seed wheat and oats to enable the farmers to
put in a crop next gpring. Without this help
there is acerainty of a famine in one district in
the winter of 1885-86. The bulk of farming
population are in impoveriched circumstances,
they owe money which they canoot pay, sud
many of them are forced to kill their cattle to
provide food and r-ecessaries for their families to
carry them over the winter.

In spite of this we are glad to see that
the ¢ Iligh School” at Prince Albert is now
an accomplishod fact. Messrs. McWilliam
and Sinclair have taken hold of the new
enterprise aad are meeting with considerable
favour. The local papers speak of tle
proposed school and the kirdly aid pro-
mised .by our Church in most flattering
terms.

I have, Mr. Editor, extended these re-
marks beyond what I intended. In closing
let me express the hope that the wealthier
members of our Church will avail them-
selves of the privilege new offered, of giv-
ing liberaily to the funds of the Home Mis-
sion Committee, that the many calls made
upon ‘us, not only by the newer provinces,
but by Ontario and Quebec may be promptly
met. Commerce is in many places fur from
prosperous, but our Church has the means
to meet al] our requirements if only there
is the heart to give. Contributions for Aug-
mentation and Home Missions should be in
the bands of Dr. Reid by the 15th day of
March,—-WiLriau CocaraNE, Convener.

Gditorial Jottings,

ACROSS THE BORBER.

EROM Manchester to Carlisle, asthe crow

flies, is a three hours journey by rail.
The first balf of it is through a flat country,
densely peopled with colliers, cotton-spin-
ners and machinists. There are a number
of large towns—Wigan, Preston, Lancaster,
&ec., packed full of artisans, living in dingy
brick houses with red-tile roofs, and contri-
buting their daily quota to the wealth of
nations, while they themselves eke out a
scanty livelihood. We pass them all by
with the complacent remark, that * one half
of the world does not know how the other
half lives.,” The landscape changes at Ken-
dal—the gate of “ the Lake country.” Leav-

ing the rail, and making a slight detour to
the west, we skim tbe surface of Winder-
mere in & steam gondola, spend a mnight at
Ambleside, do homageat the tomb of Words-
worth in the old graveyard at Grssmero,
drive round Derwentwater, have a look at
Southey’s monument in Keswick Church,
geta glimpse of Skiddaw, and pick up the
train again at Penrith, satisfied that we have
seen the most charmingscenery in England.

Carlisle is on the English side of the bor-
der. It was a place of renown when the
Scotch a: 4 English were notas good friends
as they are now. After the union of 1707,
which the Northerners bewailed, ¢ believing
that the glory of their country had departed
forever,” Carlisle sattled down into a quiet
provincial town, scarcely thought of except
by Insurauce companies, who for a hundred
years have consulted the ‘ Carlisle Tables”
in calculating the average duration of human
life. But the railway, which has effected
such marvellous changes all over the world,
touched Carlisle with its magic wand and
awakened it into life again. It is now a
large manufacturing town. T.ic of the old
landmarks remain—the Cathedral and Castle.
York, Durham and Che ter excepted, there
is no finer ecclesiasticaledifice in the north
of England than Carlisle cathedral. Onlya
portion of theoriginal structure remains, and
that has probably lost much in the process
of restoration, but it is still an imposing edi-
fice, and the interior is exceedingly beauti-
ful. And one cannot enter the old Gothie
gate of the Castle without thinking of the
exploits of “ Bonnie Prince Charlie,” and the
imprisonment of Mary Quecn of Scots, not
to speak of the dramatic interest given to
those crumbling towers and battlements by
Sir Walter Scott. It was as Dean of Car-
lisle that the late Archibald Tait Campbell,
the first Scottish Primate of all England, be-
gan his ministry, and developed those quali-
ties which created for the office which he
was afterwards to fili new dignity, as « the
acknowledged head of English-speaking
Christendom.” Resuming our jouraey, we
descend into the fertile plains of Eskdale,
Annandale and Liddeldalo, in what used to
be designated Galloway, a district full of
historic_interest. The aborigines were of
Celtic origin, as the name seems to imply,
and were noted for their warlike propensi-
ties. It was one of the earliest Roman



