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OP20SING TUE APPOINIMENT OF A FAST DAY.

Harer thoman who sees o God employed
1a a!l tho pood and {ll that chequer Hife,
Rosolving all events with thelr efiects.
v o e o o o s o Godprocdlalms
fm Lot displeasary against foollsh men
1 Tustlivean Athelst life, lavolves tho heaven
4 In tempests, quits His grasp upon the winds,
Axd glres them all thelr fury ; springs His mines,
And desolales a nation at ¢ blast,
Forth steps your spruce Philosopher, end tolls
07 homogenealand discordant springs
Andprinciples, of causcs how thoy “work
By neceesery Iaws, their suro effects
Of ection mnd resction: BE UAS FOUND
Tao soures of the discaso that naturo feels,
And tlds the world take heart and baulsh foar.
Tin ford ! Wil thy discovery of the cause
Saspend the-offect, or heal it Hiss not God
S:{il wrought by means sinco first Ho made the world ¢
And dll he not of old.employ Els means
Tacdrown it ?
{3 dress thine eyes with eye-salve ; ask of Him,
Ue askof whomesoever Ile has tuught 5
Acd e, theuck Lot2 thy gonolue cAUSE of all
. —~Couper.

=
4]
)13
e
o
rg

T

s e e & v o

4y

33elfgious LAtscellany.
LW T o e N YL N W
From the Chrutian ddvecats and Journa!.

SEIRITUALISM.

A et

] ; W& bave now before us a largo octavoof five hun-
%% 76 psaes, entitled ¢ Spiritualism,’ by Judge Edmonds
% = 23 Dr. Dexeter; two gentlemen hitberto of fair stand-
" Zain this community. They, bowaver, do not claim
S 72 be the authors of the volume, which is composed
2 guiscipally of revelations, profussedly made to them by
- ‘relenborg (1) and Lord Bacon, () with am ccea-
<xal visn socn by the Jjudge, wuen covering his
) with & pocket bandkerchief, he was wont to re-
“2upon 2 zofa and rest kimse!” after the fatigues of
- Geday,
< 1 W kavo no doubt the Sudge had thess visions—
- ka3 is nathing very remarkable in them. Many an
{y-eater-has scen more wonderful things and more
2 7as 3 but it is not usual to spread them out inde-
asin the volume before us. It isdone to enliven
“} excessively dry and very misty communications
¥ through the judge's confederate—the medinm, as
wa}. 3 -
¢pped up in a massof meaningless vcrbxag.c_, in
20l ity we must admit, very much like the writings
borg gave to the world whils in the bedy, we
#2 tie mast glaring absurditics, bold b)asphen}:cs,
~diroct and positive contradicticns of the teachings
lf’%abwk of God. At the hazard of atterly disgust-
5ar readers, we verify our assertions by a few quo-

£3 was fitting, at tho vary oatset the doctring of fu-
% Rashrent io a place prepared, as Christ t21ls us,
8 devil and his angels, is pronounced by these
szen, on the anthority, they say, of Swedenborg,
. They talk of ¢ the fabalous regions of Satan's
22 place ; and this cardinal idea is claborated
boat the volume.  Ta section thirty-nive, for in-
%8 new actor i brought upon the stage in what
24N designed a5 an interlnde to relieve the exces-
“bors of the chief actorsin tho drama—iho ghosts
*denborg and Chaucellor Eacon, Ho represents
~l23 02 who, while ke was in this spbere, that s,
3Tftime, was a boliever in the declaration, < ‘Che
turaed into kell, with ali the naticns

countenances woro sad and gloomy § Hw(cwas evidently
something on their minds. 1asked, How is this? Why
thould heaven seecmsoglomy a place ? 12aid, Friends,
cau you tall mo tho reason ? Lot mo see tho Saviour,
who died on the oross to redeom sinngts.  Ono venera-
ble-looking brother, whom I had known on eacth, ap-
Pmached we grlemnly, and takiog my hand said, Qur
ife-toachings have been wrong,’ &o.

But the poor fellow was not co bad off after all.—
The friends who bad ¢ something on their minds, revea)
to him another doctrine, which appearsalso to be fun.
damental to thissystem. Itis, that thero is amplo time
for repentance in the future world, ¢ Ky soul was so
troubled and cast down,' he confinues, *that, after
pausing awhile, I aid to that brother—YWhat dost the
reader think ho said to that brother ? Even this :—
‘Whatshall Idoto be saved 2 Tho brother directed
him ¢ to go down® and Lecomo a rappor, and ¢ by your
labor’ sayshe, ¢ blot ont your sics by assisting others
to blot out thejra.” A very easy msthod of blotting
out siny, is it not. OFf course he oame ‘down,’ and
thus rolates the rest of his cxperiento : 'Y began my
labore. And, O ¥es, it was a labor indeed sufficjent
%0 wash away the errors from those minds vhose iano-
rancs was made darker by my orrorz, and who might
now bave been further advanced but for my tcach-
ings) .

This, it scems, was a minister, .%\*aggband by the
namo of Jones, who had been hung {er marder, cop-
firms the doctrine. He makes his appearancein a very
mysterious manner, and Mr. £dmonds asks, ¢ Ars you
the spirit of one who was tried beforo me tor murder,
was condomned to death by me, and executed ¥

The answer is prompt : ¢ Yes, 1 am he, Judge'—
Then the murderer goes on = * Do you know why I
embraced your knees just now ¥ Of course Mr. Ed-
monds does not know : and that he may not burst in
ignorance, tho spinit is represented s saying, ¢ Well,
judge, I'was so thankful that Iwas removed by your
maudate from my former state of ignorance and blind-
ness into the next sphere, where I have become a mag,
and I am now sent here by the wise ones to speak to
you.

Whether Jones—2lr. Jones we must oqll Lim, since
be has ¢ become a man'—has yet returned thanks ¢
the sheriff, we aro rot advised.

The doctrine of atencmznt iz denied and ridiculed.—
Mr. Edmonds speaking in s proper person, tells bis
readers, ¢ It is no vicarious atonement which is to re.
deem us, but wo are te work outour own salvation, ¢f-
ther ia this life, or, as we have scen, in the life to comes
at our own option. He calls thoatonement a perui-
cious ¢ doctrine,’ at which this new revelation strikes, in
his own language, * onco and for aye a fatal blow.’—
On this point ke s a little bolder than even the rapper
who professes to be Lord Bacon, who is made to ask,
¢ Could it have been nccessary that God should have
made o Saviour? Asnd again, * How could Christ
have taken on himself the burden of the sins of the
werld §

On tho doctrine of original sin, however, hs is moro
explizit. and dogmatizes after this fashion; * That there
was and is sin ia the world o one denics, but that the
old or present sin originated with the act of Adam, in
tke garden of Eden Idodeny, as incompatibla with
overything wo know characteriziog God.'  Thisisbold.
It sesms to stagaer oven Bacon bimself, and bo resorts
to his favorite mode of asking questions. Thus be pro-

ceeds, with his usual conrtesy = ¢ Pray tell me, ifan act
of wrong committed on your earth inclado the zpints
hero in the conscquences, bow could any spirit ever are
rivo at the highcst sphere ¥

4 hard question indeed, if thero be no medistor, and
if tho atonemaent be, as 2r. Edmonds asserts, o peroi-
cioas, that is, a falso doctrine.

0 be Concluded neat socek,
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direction, insisting on 1t that a stato of nlicnation from
God, of hatred and robollion, is-in itself hel), and thae
it i3 useless to spoculats about any other.

Clearly, then, to arguo that.future punishment agd
bell itself will ono day como to an end, isto maintain
that, at some future period, moral evil will bo extin-
guishod—a most wondorful prospect, if there boany
reality in it; but one which {4 i3 strange presumption
to invent, or to open to mankind, without the hiphest
authority,

But, unquestionably, the general tenor of holy
Scripture looks in a totally opposito direction. The
fallen angels, says St. Jude, aro ¢ reserved in everlait-
g choing under darkness unto tho judgment of the
greatday.  OF this great jadgsent to coms, thoss evil
spirits are wellaware. They asked our Lord Himsslf,
‘ Art thou come to torment us beforo our timo 2%
(Matt. viin 29.) In the last pazea of God’s word, the
nature of that jodzment is plainly declared—s The de-
“vil that deceived them was cast into the lake offire and
brimstone,” and shall ba tormented day and night for
ever and ever” (Rov. xx. 10.) Surely,.in such words
as these, there is not the least glimpse of an extinguish-
ment of moral evil, or of a termination of jts just angd
proper punishment.

Nor should it bo forgotten that thoss who speculata
Upon a suppezed intention of God:to swallow np at somet
future time death and hell, and Sautan avd all moral
ovil, in an *abyss of love,” do thereby indulge in a kind
of freedom in speaking of tho divine attributes, which
borders very closely on the profane. For they beg to
take for grauted that God can, without any dishonour
to His attributes, both sanctify and glorify all the fallen
£pirits in befl whenever Ho pleases ; and in thus ima.
giningan arbitrary power of universal redemption, they
nececsanly imply that all the sin and misery that exists,
exists merely because God wills it : or becauss He re-
fuses to will it to be otherwise.

A very judicious writer of the Jast generation has well
observed that there is cause to suspect that we are of-
ten ¢ a little too hasty in investing onr Creator with
thoze atu:ibutes which wo think fit to assign to Him:

- and we ¢ way sve that this idea of perfect love is but

tbe fietion of our fancy, which imagines that a virtoous
disposition, smiable in human beings, would suit also
the perfection of their Maker. In considering the mo.
ral attribates of God, the best guides we can possess
are the dispensations of His natural and moral go-
vernment, which, as far as our weak intelleets can
comprchend them, afford diect evidences of His
character.’

¢ We take all thoso qualities whick we find in our-
sclves, contributing, a3 wothink, to our perfection : and
adding nfinity to them, fancy we havean adeguate
ulea of the * os Entium” The more direct path ap.
pears to be the same which we adopt in common Jifo -
todraw our inferences concerning His nature and cha-
racter from the manifestations of it in the affairs of this
world, and in express rovelation, remembering only the
bumility with which we should enter op a suhject so
awful and incomprehensible.’e

To our minds, thera is very little difference between
the temerity which would fain find out the orf 2% T OURN
and the presumption which asserts its final « <*migtion,
1We can know nothing of either exeept-what God has
been pleased to tell us.  And whether wa consalt the
last words of the evangelical prophet of the Old Teata.
ment, or the last words of the beloved diseiple m the
New, we fiod 1 each, dictated by the Holy Spirit, the
plainest assertion that the divine justice and love  will

be mamfested at last, not in the cxtinction of moral ewil
but in the condemnation of it.— Record.
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* Thelate Joho Dowaler, jun. Esq.



