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TRE MOTHER'S PRAYIR.

The beautiful lines telow, cntitled tho ** Mother's Pray
er wero written-in March 1852, by onc wheso spirlt has
slnco taken its fiight.  She pozscssed o raro poetical talent,
und-gavo promise of Lecominz an authoress of-note s
bat kers was o frall stiritoand cro cighicen summors
biad passed over ber head she was called to her reward—
Sho has et & large numbar of beautiful poems, written
{nherleisure moincnts, and we have been kindly favored
with the following.

Trz Mother sy on her dying bed,
And-Ueside. bier gtood hier son:

With one arm placed on bis youthful bead,
Sue prayed to the Hoiy.Une.

Iler cheek was palo and her oye grew dim,
And falntly she drew hor breath;

But she bad labored through ufe for him,
.And sho strore for hum in death.

“X come, I come from the scene of care
To.tho world~whero o), 18 fove'

On! would that Lio my arms could bear
Xy clild to the realms aburc!

“ I'vc prayed with the -carly dawn of liglit,
Tbat 4e might busafels kept;

And oft I'vo kuelt by his aido at night,
For him while he sweetly slept.

“I'vcsown good sced in his tender heart,
I'vc taught him from sin to flec,

But, ali ! tho summons has come o part,
And Ileave him now to Thee.

v A Motker's carche may know no more,
But Thou canst'her place supply ,

Oh! keep him safe, and when life Is o'cr,
AUagy she-mect her boy on high ™

IHer spirit flew to a betwer home,
And nwall rose o'er the dead,

Th ' dalsy spriogs on her lowly tomb,
And-the grass svaves-o'er her head.

The wintry blasts and the storms of years
Have swept round that mossy stonc;
Her chilchood’s friends havo long pressed thelr
biers,
And.her namo Is scarcely known,

Think ye no masks of her lifc remain,
Because sho bath passed away;

Orthat her labors were all favain,
Aud lost like the ‘occan spray ?

Nobly hermission was Ginished here,
‘And well hath sho won her rest

Bu: do no fruits of her toll sppear ?
Were none by her efforts blessed ?

Go markthat man who fs bowed ~=ith.age,
Whose brow bears the wreath of frost s

Long hath-he walk o'crthe- world’s broad stage.—
.Ask bim if her lifels lost.

For he, thoughchanged, is theself same chiid,
That stood by hicr dying Led,

And sobbcd.nloud inhis sorrow wild,
\Wheu he. fonnd his Mothor dead.

Mark'his reply . * 1 have wandered far,
I have swerred from duty’ssradk,
Buot she luthtcncd as-a gulding star,
And her pragers have Ied. mo back

~ Oft when Y'vd heen in the festal hail,
Or stood where- the: wicked scoff,

Would thoughts of her on-my spirlt fall ;
And1 couldfiot shake them off

* And often, -ton, in the solemn sight,
‘Whitoall who weroaround me- slept,

10 dreams once morc. she hias blessod my sighe,
And:l.awoke and wept”

4 bigh.reward have her cflotts won,
And._soon "twill be bers to mect,

:their favorite doctrinoe is insisted on.

-tone.and quality, if this blot on our Church in its nati-

| are cramped and fettered by the supposed necessity |
{:of excluding from our Sunday exhortations what fos
{ tidions heavers will think too secaolar, language is to

Where all {s.1ight, with thoderlng son,
Sho led to the mcr?y seat.

Pray, Mothers, pray ! for & holy power
Is thoro.In o Motuer)s prayer,
Toshlcll & child Ina teying hour,
Or guard from tho tempter's snare.

The Infaut’s hoart 1s a tender spot,
Whero ,Unes may bs quickly teaced,

Aud though that Liour wo may mark thcm not,
Tley cau nover be crascd

A wprd, arlook, at some fitifng.time,
A pjace in the henrt may Leép,

And lead your babes from the'paths of crime,
Wheit you 'neath your tombsfones sleep.

Bered, Mateh, 1852, LrizA Exprnssn.
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I’I\LACHING FOR THE TIMES.

Tue Rev. J. H. Guruey, Rector of St. Mary's,
Marylebone, London, in-a se¢cent sermon, bas the fol-
lowing judicious remarks on.the defeets of pulpit ad-
dresses, which altho’ calwlatc&fomhu:xgcxidian of the
areat city,may .well be applicd-to our.own.

#1 -believe one grand foason why the pulpit has so
little power in-this age of koen intelloctual activity i,
that there is a sort of divarco between the Sunday ser-
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sisassumed that sermons, properly so-called, must be
composcd altera prescribed maodel~that what men
read about in nowspapers they avo siok. to, hearabout.

 from their clergyman,—that the world and all .its bosy

doings are to bo left bebind during tho time of solemn
mecting, and that anything ofa homely kind, thoughit
-have reference to prevalent sins and neglected duties,
ts beneath:the dignity of the place. DBy one set, who
are very positive and imperious in thor demands,
aud very.decisive in condemning what.does not accord

-precisely with their own standard, a -limited rango of

subjects s aliowed, and a very frequent iteration of
By another set,
matters which aro controverted among thevlomans and

|- ceclesiastics, are almost made the weekly fare of the

Cunistian people; questions about Church authoruy
and Chuarch cecremonies, on which the holiest men have
taken different sides, are gravely discussed belore un-
Iuatned audionces ; and many a plain man, who wants
to-know how best toserve Gop and battde with temp-
tation, is puzzled at hearing so much.from tho minister
about things of which the Nuw Tesiament says so very
hule.  Aoother large class, who belons 0 ro sct,
preach what offends nono and pleases many,~what
is corréctin taste and orthedoxin doctsine,—brt point:

-lessand ineffective, becawse it is all vague and dreamy,

—not coming home, as Dr. Chalmers would say, to
men’s ¢ business and  bosoms,’—not illustrated by that

< which they e2c, know, and feel—not applied ¥y nane

to tho classes for whose benefit it is intended.

“The result we know full well.  Sermons that es-
ceed the coaventional half ‘hour areaccounted a weari-
ness by most ; and in the face of. all wo hearabout ad-
vancing -cducation and ‘the improved -morality cf the
people, there is the painful startling fact, that in our
large towns men bolonging totho working classes are

liexdly scen in our-chiurches, while the wost thoughtful

and intelligent are thoso who absent themselves most
regularly 1 kmow thiat thero azo uther -concarring
chuses; what cver they are, it is d plain and urgent

‘duty “to starch them out, visitation scrwons and bi-

skop's charges would be much improved, I thiuk,in

onal character were frankly admitted and carnestly de-
“plorcd, and if:the clergy were summoned to confer to-
_gether respecting the means of wiping it out, parish
"by parish. But, at any rate, awant of freedom in the
~pulpil, X have not the smallest doubt, is ono binderance |
operating most extcnsxvcly todeaden the power of our:
ministry, and to drive away from our Chusch the very
men whom it is most important to draw thitker, We

e chosen which shall suit -the refined taste of the fow,
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| mop and the topics and language of avery day life. It }.

not thut which bcst suits men doing tho rough-work 6f
life, and used to plain speaking everywhere elro; de-
vout peoplo who can read good books at home, and
do read, perhaps, twenty times as much on relipious
subjcets as they over hear from the pulpit, aro'to have
the faro thoy like best, whils the undevout, the inaifft
ercnt, the worldly-mindesl, the burdened and tempted
oncs who meet seducers overy day and Christian advi-
sers almost nover, are not met on their own -ground,
not reusoned with in terms that muit their case, not
made to fucl that the preacher knows their wants, and
can really help them to better things—Tbe rol. of
‘giving every man his portion of -meat in duo season,’
is sadly forgotten. ‘Too much deferenca is -paid to the
little knot of religious critics, who acquit and ¢ondemn
with reference to their own likingg 3 whila the crowd of
comnmon licarers, who gre bigoted- to no school of
doctrine, but wish to hear about plain thingsin plain
English, are held too cheap.

* Al ti. noeds correcting. I want to sco o body
'of men occupying tho most public pésitions, who cghall
have ability and cosrageto take (heir own ground.—
who shiall jireach out naturally whnt is their thouahts,
and in the people's thoughts—dbova-all, who shall deal
with the actual Jiving world in its -several aspects of
goad and evil as their subjéct, and scarch evéry corner
of it with the pcnetrating light of God's truth, At pree.

ent, many & dark place is le‘l’tunex‘plot{‘d and siutibers
hardly recognise their own faults in the plirasesof
studied- ambwmtv which arc intended to descritié them.
Tho broad distinction between a “cqnversation such as
becometh the Gospel of Christ,” and'@ccotuny at hotde,
accompanied with the payment of -accustomed dues in
the shapo of almsgiving and devotion, is not insisted
on in language of transparcent clearness.  The delusion
lastsup to threc-score ycars and ten, that baptized
Christians may be worldly to the heart’s ‘core, and-vet
die witha good hope ; partly, I carnot “help thinking,
because they are not often énough confronted with'¢he:.
oun world,—the world in which they are sinning
against God, and the poer. and their own souls every
week,— and forced 1o see *heir evil practices and guilly

-shortcomings ia all their .naked deformity. Very

plain-speaking texts aro oiten toled , but plain-speak-
ing interpretation,and plain-rpeaking application, are
wanted for sleepy hearers and dull conscicnces, ‘and
in thess we come short.

w Al of us qlike come short, I mean; Iam not
condemning my brethren, and sparing wyself. I'know
very well, too, how much of carnest, faithful preach
ing theic is of a certain kind, and how mich-of weight
i3 given 1o the exhortations of many-a man of God,
whess own Loly life helps to cxpeand and 2pply his
Christian lessons. 1 would gladly sit at their feet, and
learn from them many things whieh T nced to know
more perfectl). Bat I believe I do but say what intel-
ligent, conseientious laymen tkink and fecl, when I'de-
claro my belief that for lack of preacking that is-more
direct, more personal in a good sense, more answering
to the felt wants of their daily life, nuinbers desert our
<lun kes, 10¢ many more gladly cscape from them as
coon as the service is concluded.”
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SO MANY CALLS.

+ Tnr Yoreizn Mission’—: the Domestic Misions'—
* the Education™ the Five Thousand Dollars’~* this
ubjeu' ‘that oujecx‘—aml chorches too numerous to
mention” '~—sp many calls’!!

This is al| truc. Thero are many calls, There al-
ways have beva.  There always will be. Says Jeakyn.
« The first, the second, and tho third thing, in the reh-
gion of the nincteenth century, is action. Tbo ago o1
sentimental and effortless prayer for tho conversion of
the wurld is gone by, and now uppropriate means are

-cauhumn) cboq-.n, and begin to bo, vigorously «oxkcd

hy spiriis fresh from the slumbers of centines”  If this
be 50, wo havo no reastn to expect that these ¢ cally’
il diminish in number,but on 1he other hand will ane
crease. And let themincrease, say we.  They arc calls

4 truly, God's calls, in the course.of. his providence, and

wo should rejoice in them assuch. Wken God in the
courso.of ovonts, points out to us now fislds of -labor
wo should not ¢ reply against God  wo should not- set



