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work amid other scenes, comes the task of
saying good bye to the dear old sheet with
which wiiter and readers have for the past
cleven years walked in company.

Thus with nll of us each stage of lifo’s work
comes to an end, Thus that life’s work hast-”
enstu its close. B thon fauithful unto
death and I wall give thee a crown of life.”

To the readers of the Maritime 1 will

not say good bye. 1 hope to mest them
all from month to month through the
columns ot the Record, and v.ill do at!
that | can to make that meeting a pleas=
ing and profitable one to them.

SERMON.

[To the readers of the Manritivg I have
taken the liberty of giving, as a parting
wish for them, the farowell words to my
congregation. —Eb. ]

‘The Gracg of the Lord Jesus Christ. the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost
be with you all. 2 Cor. xiii: 14

The textis Paul’s parting greeting to the
Corinthians, and what better could he give
them.  So well fitted is it to expressin shorg
compass the deepest, most fervent, longings
of the heliever for his brethren in Christ
that it has come to be wsed as the parting
word, the benediction, the good saying, by
Christiuns in all ages,

There are two things of which I wish
te speak in connection with it :—

I The thought undcrlying the test,

Cuctomn has associated with these words
two ditferent ideas. One is that of authority, |
as if he speaker should say, "I command
upon you this good thmg.” 1 pronounce
nporgou this gond saying. " T'his wutloritative
idoa of blessing we find prevoiling lav ely in
the Old Testament. QOne striking illustra-
tion of it 's the case of Isaae with his two
sous. Jucoh cuwe, feigned himself the hairy
hunter and his father blessed him with the
dew of heaven, and the fatness of the
earth, and the lordship over his breth-
ren.  When ¥san came and the decep
tion was known, the blessing could not
bereversed ¢ have blessed hine ” said the
trembling patriarch, “yea. and® he shall be
blessed ” Aml Eanu eried with an exceading
tousd and bitter cry, and then his father,
though he cannot reverse the former word,
grants himm too a blewsing.  Then in after

years, this Jazob, wiser and better grown,

blessed both the sons of Joseph, he too, as
his father had (done before Kim, ging the
chief blessing to the youngur iustead of the
elder son.

Many other instunces occur in the Old
Testament and there is no doubt that in
New'T'estament times the sume authoritative
idea largely prevailed. and there was pro-
bably something of it in this parting greeting
of Paul to the Corinthians,

Isuppose there is & sense in which Pavl as
an Apostle had a right to pronounce the
words with some measure of anthority. And
those who believe in visible apostolic suc-
cession believe that that right still exiats,
that the clergy, when regularly ordained ae-
cording to their succession, havo aright to
pronounce anthoritatively this henediction.
And evon in the Presbyterian Church in days
not long gone,the same idea in some measure
held swuy, for it was not considered proper
for aman to pronounce the benedi- tien unless
he wag an ordained minister.

The other idea of the text and ‘hat
which I wish to associnte with it to-
night, is that which makes it sim&ﬂy
a parting prayer.  As if the speaker
should say, *J pray, that the love of God,
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost may be with
Zou.’ No mugic foraw of words that is to

ring blessing no matter who may speak
them. No talisman that veceives ite virtue
from u ehannel constituted by the laying ou
cf the hands of either Prlate or Presbyter,
but a simple parting prayer which I may of-
fer for you and you for me. And though
there may not.attach to it the authority of
command,it has un authority all its own, the
authority of p-cvailing prayer, an authority
based not upon ccclesiastical position but
upon the faith and holiness of him who ut-
ters it. an authority which may be as greas
when coming from the lowliest toiler in the
humblest spﬁere, as from a robed and mit-
red pontiff.

II. What is contained in the text.

1. ‘There is the recogni ion of cach of the
persons of the God head according to his
srhcrc of work in man’s vedem tion. Change
slightly the order of the claw-es and take
first that which refers to the Father.  May
“the love of God” he with you, The love
of Gor is the great first cause in the plan of
salvation. God o loved the world that He
gave His only begorten Son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. Take next thas which refers
tothe Seu. May “‘tho grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ” be with you.  Grace or favor
is often spoken of in conneetion with Him.
The Psalmist snys of Him ages before His
coning “Into thy lips is the store of grace



