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ment chairges for postage on local letters
a rate that Ivili admit of local conipeti.
tion in a City of lms thanl fi? ty thousand
population, it is safe toassume, that sucli
a postal law is ne advantageous service to
tho public, but a burden, nd it is equally
siife te assùnîe that there is - gross
misman!liOeont cf tho postal aflairs of
the co untry somewlhere. Sncli nhisimage-
ment, as shouid on moral or commercial
principles. allow tio inonopoly of pestai
business te the Governinent, no matter
Ilow streng ilay bc their legal clainus in
question. It is asafe principle togo upon,
that a Governiment monoply estabiislicd
by law is an injustice, unless whero as a
quid pro quo tire public get their business
done eheaper than they eau. do it them-
selves, and it is evidenit that the public
are notgetting that at present in counec-
tion with drop lettor postage.

For several years the United Statea;
postal lawvs have provided for the carrying
of all letters of bal? un ounce or under,
to Al parts o? that country and Canada
for two cents, whlie Canadiaus have been
paying three canta for the saine. The
r-aising of the maximum -veiglit to oite
ounce, ns lias been donc here, is searcely
worth beingr called ant advantage to tirs
publie, as not one letter in fifty posted by
tlie general commercial eommunity wlvIi
exceed bial? an ounce iii weighit. Blut
whatevmr little advant-age is secured by it,
is outweighted twventy fold by the douli-
liug o? the drôp letter rate of postage.
ilhe wvhole, postal act therefore, is a re-
trog(,rade step in le,"islation, and a move-
ment backwvard iinstead of forward as wve
iiglit uiaturally expect in a progressive
country like Canad.,

Should*the Minister of Finance dqcide
te prosecute this Hamînbio lira for show-
ing more entorprise than our Governmient
is prepared te display, 'vo will % ery likely
hear a repetition of the old stock argu-
ments about the days when private parties
cwîductecl the postal affairs of this and
othier eountries, and plundered the public'
wvhile se doing.- The public nowv a days
can look botter after their interests, than
iii thoso IbygDne days, and t*hey knowY that
even Governmnent mail carrying does nlot
guarantee immnunity fromt pilfering.
These and other stock arguments wvill
Nweighi but little ini the public mind, and in
any logal figlit -between the fivran in
iamiiltoni and the Ottawa authorities,

popular symnpatby wgl go most decididly
witlî tIrs former, eçyen. 'if légal. def'.isions
go agaiist ýthera.

OUR BUTTER YARKETS.
Tho paut spring -%as the first for four

years whiclî did îîot 'open up withi toits
upon tonts of butter hieid over froîr. the
prcec<lng yeiir iiii< stowCd away i

cellars an(l other.out of the wu.y places in
WVinnipeg; ind for a Letter state of
affairs this year 'vo are ii the main in-
debted to the vcry early opening of spring,
and. prospect of grass fod butter beiug
available at a mucli cailier date tlîan
ordinarîly. This secins to have knocked
tue bottom ont of the former habit of
hiolding until June for hig-li figures, and
tho mlost satisfactory feature about the
wvhole business is, tliat ncarly all wvho this
year cleaned ont their stocks early, found
the change of action more profitable than
the holding on of former years.

This spring Manitoba starts ont with
a healthy butter nmarket, ani the wisest
action now te pursue is to follow a course
'vhich wvi1l keep it healthy. This can
oniy be done by marketing our surplus
butter in outside mnarkets alînozit as soon
as lots -.large enougli tu expert caîî be
gathered at central points. Tue ex-
perience o? the past fewv years lias clearly
demonstrated that there is no profit in
storing up medium or lower grade butter
either in fariiners' cellars or in cities.
Time wvorks evil fast with sucli butter,
and nowv that refrigerator cars eaui bc had
through thSe whole suinnmcr to ship either
east or %vest, the most sensible course to
follow withi sucli stufl' is to market it as
Soon a.s possible after it. is muade and
before the deterioîuatioîî sets in, wljichl its
imperfect manufacture wvii soon brin-
about.

This province lias two expert butter
nmarkets to wvhichi our surplus ean lie sent.
The'Pacific coast is one, but ail butter
sent there must be of good quality. Ail
fine creamiery and choice dairy butter
finds a ready market at good pricos there,
but mnediumî or low grades are praetically
unsaleable. So lotig as wve sliip really
good butter te British Columbia, we have
the inside track in that market, for oui'
supplies can be gatlioxed in, shipped and
laid down there newer, freshier and in
botter condition, thant ean butter shipped
f romt Montreal and other eastern cities,
so that ivith the home inarket and Britibih
Columbia to supply there is always an
open market and fairly good prices for
our botter c]ass butter.j

The great tr ouble witlî our butter busi-

nes in timis province lias been how te
advantageously dispose of our lower
gradies of stufi Whou01 wvo inake nllow.
ancp for the fact that a great many o?
Our farmiers are poor and unable te
posses tho proper houses and apparatus
for inakiîîg prime butter, ,%ve iust expcct
to recoive quite a shave o? poor stulfI
Stili the proportion o? sucli is inuch
greater than it oughit te be, if our butter
inakers wvould only take more cave and
pains thanî they de, and it is pletasing to
note that this year timere is a marked
imlprovemlent iu this respect, wvhen coin-
pared wvith former years. 0f this stufl'
the Pacific coast market wvill take none,
and the local mnarket calis for a very
hmmiited quantity. The only mmarket for it
is iii the east, and there it should be
hurried as soon as possible ater it is
made, as only thon xviii it seli freely
there. It will net realize a highi figure
at any time, but it wyul do its best wlien
new. The (hiflerence ini prie paid for
butter fit for shipment to the Pacifie
coast and butter that must bc sent ea.st
wvill bce a, powerfui argument te the butter
niaker to urge Iin to improve the quality
hoe inakes. The iowest grade saleable in
B3ritish Columnbia wili oui the average sîll
in Winnipeg live cents a pounid higbier
than tIe best tlîat.will have to go to the
east. It «ili dîieu -romain to be soon liow
long- careless butter nuakers 'viii continue
te lose tlîis five cents a pound.

This subject is oite Tuu O3FRUmcIAL
lias cavenilly iquired into, amxd 'vo beliove
the course above advised is the liest tîmat
can bie follo'ved. IIowever, we have per-
suaded one o? the iargest comraissign
houses iii Winnipeg te furnish this
journal with a letter stating thoir views,
and we ask for the, same a carofui
perusal. The letter wvill be found else-
whlere in this issue.

Tliere is probably no iraprovenuent
'vhicli wouîd lie o? sudh advantage te
tîuis province as one in butter maki ng and
liandling. TIe luxuriant natural grasses
of oui' ricli prairies produce milk that is
the wonder and admiration of every
visisor te our province, and this milk
ouglit te produce butter -which would be
cqualiy admired. That it does net pro-
duce it is due entirely te carlessness in
mianufacture first, and slovenliness in the
liandlingafterwards. Surely these defects
could couid be greatly remedied witheut
ranch trouble to any une concerned, and
we hope some, united effort in that
dIirection.'iviîll be put forth.


