
2 TUE CRITTU.

11lv long~ is aie Chaltier of Conmmerce of linlittax ta bc useti as n
arcua for polrtiud discussion, anti 110v long tire lte businless l'nlt' lialirax
inclittct ta toicrate the practice of cerittini politichns, wha arc itîtînhers or Ilini
body ? A gctîcrai meting of tit Chînîthr arnd City Cotincîl wai cunvesicti
Ia rue.opeî andi discîtss the Short Unecitquvsuon. 'l'iîe large nttendtalice
provtd that onr citizcîîs.'vcre ftiily aliye tu dit importance of the issue, but
bfone te iecing ivas hlai over tile cnthusiasnî ias dend, andi at leaAt
oîie.haif ofth Ui eibers itat qu:ctly lefI dite Citamber, feelitng -ilo dolîbt
uttrly disgusteil %itî te tutti airairs liad takcu. Wirab hrati poihics ta do
îvith t question under discéission?- Nothing %vitatcver, andt ycî sirippied
of thls civuient ot discoïd, Ilie transactîins ut dit niectiîîg rntcd tiot htave
occupieti ouîe.third of the tinte. i is tirnte dit Ciambcr atiopied a newv
poiicy and a slcw code of reguinliolîs. Thiat îîohicy shutid bu -the loiurinig
of it traite or i lalifax, anîd dit code of rugutittss sitouit sttpîtil-te chit
no0 niember ritinti lît i e tu siîeak for morur! thait tet ni tittts i anîy
ui neCetinig, andu tai the nieniber întrotiucing politica itita lus sîîudh
vhould bc <quitly but frrnli> rnled out of Ortler b' te chrairnan.

T lIE SMORT LINE.-A FATAL. Dl-'LAY.

Wiîi:in a few wceks dte bitter frost andi drifting sniowvof winter wiii bt.
uponi us, and it wilI then bc alînost impossible ho successfuily aurvey the
itîissing link ini tht. Coînhination Line. Whiile titis gapi rernains unstîrvtycd,
te eiegibiiity or the route is opeilt 1 qutestioni. Ils Burvey is titeretare a
paraiaount ticcssity ; wviîiaut it aur agitation is but vain ; %witîortt it, we
appear before i>arli.înîent ivitit a flan, in uti briet. 'l'lie cost ot this stirve3'
la bc borne 63- lialifax, cotid not exceeti $.-,5oo, anti yet aur nrnrchanls,
our politicians, andt aur patriots, ail t of wiint reco,«nize. the imnportance of
secuting direct toiininînic.itiou wvih Qluebec, 'Montreai, andi the West, ail

- ot whoni express dt deepesi cancerît in the welftre ot Haliftax anti Nova
*Scotizi, allen' a malter of qS,,Soo tu stanîd bttvee.t tuent anttithcir con-
victions. More ddfinitc intformnation is required by tieni, andi yet they lrnd
the assurance ot te tittyor of the cily that wviti tlit sunvey mazle itee -,van
cv.ery probabiiiy that te Ceîiîbina.ituîi Lit ivoulti be mtade the Eastern
Exijision of Ille C. 1. RatIwiay. Delay, deiay, fataal delay. Let tive
of aur pa-triotic cilizens cluib tugetiter, suibscrnbc trne lnuney, andtI hve the
survey madie. This ivotiid prove that Hlifax %as ii carnest liu the matter,
andi lita resolvicd ttpon iîaving lier niglitt, conite îvhat wouid.

AN EXPLANATlION.
Messrs. Daly anti Stairs have expiaincti tiée position Iliey took in the

Ilouse of Commuons with tespect ta thie Short Line Railwrty. The:
explatiation int hnref is ta the ell'écL that as lte C. P. Comipany liati resoiveti
upon suppanling lte Pope roule, il %vas uscless for theîn ta zffer a factious1
opposition. Thtis is gooti as far as il gots, andi we believe aur rep)resenta-
tires were .jeting colà8cictiitsly in suppcirtiig the uine ivîtîci in their
jutigment %vould bc the anly ot iikcly tii bc colistructeti. But ive are of
the Opinion titat a careluil cxatninaîlon mbt the relative inlerils ot the uival
routes -tyould hâve canvitîceti aur represetmatves, tfisî, tat blit gradienîts
anti curves on the Ilole rournte iwoîd have te efl':ct of diverrnng die tratie
of tho Wiest to Portlanîd, or sonte other port lin Newv Etiglaîtt ; second,
that "tht Conthination Lint wiUu tils easy gr.idcs andt dirtecîness couid 110t
foul ta bc advantageoî to ite trade oft Haifiax. As lit question nîay
again bc" brougltt upi in Platliiu'eti. wc trust aur representtat ives wiil tise
their influence in furtering tht inovemî.'ntîto secuire a smrvey of thte îtîissing
liiik in Ilte Conîhinaîn LUne.

'THE SCIIOOL. YEAI.
The many tcachers throîîgiiott Nova Scotia are flair in a position to

î'ealizc ftîlly &rne of dte pernicious effecîs of aur absurd division of te
school year. The stîmmer terri, the '1 bi lobed" ont, as Mr. MÀýcKay of
Pictou botanically îcrmns it,1 lias juiet cioset ; m.tuy schoois have chiangeti
teachers; e.xaminalions for entrimîce to tit vaniaus, Academies9 hava beenl
hlelt; in gratict scitools litromotian exaîtinations andi a generai re-organiza-
tion of classes bavec taken place. 1lven titis înattcr of promotion is
sufficient td shewv the foily of te preselit systeni. Aften the lontg initi-
summcer vacation there nalurallv tollowa a genenal ruvitwv of iwork pitviously
done, belte pupik are **i a position tu advancc. Just ien t'at îvonl 'of
the school is beautifuliy under way, aiang camnes au iceberg in the forni of
a~ promotion exarnination, anti all is confusion again. Ilaving classificdl the
pupils àtiew, the tnacter fintis that in tach ciass lic lias îwa sets ot pupils,
-those who have just been pronieti mb fi, anti those wiio were not fit
tu go on wiîh the next hielher ciass. The wonk of ltae ciass f5 ncwv la the
former set; ta the latter i is a revicw of work wliich lias just been -ane
over, atid of %Yhich no rewic-4 is ycî nequined. Hence there is bad
classificàtion, an cvii which cvery pruicticai educationist can appreciate,
anti wbich wouid have bccn largely avctd hat' lte re-organization token
cfi'ect initcdiately aller a long vacation, when cvery liupil !s more or Icas
in need of rcview. Vhat applics ta the promotion examinatiâmîs in lte
Gomman Schools, applies witî equai farce ta te examinations for entrance
taîthe Coueity Acadticnies; andt tus aUir whoie schooi syitcm -'ufl'ers terribiy
from our -aidhcrcnce ho a lîradtice wltose usefulness, if il evér bad any, is
qiiite as tnuc l "gonie" as Otbhlo's occupâtion.

Since TuE CRITnrc finsl.. calîcti attention ta titis defcct in aur schocti
law, inany of our Icadirig çducationists have 'writlcn and spoken Strangly-
in [avor of a scitoci year of one terin. In facb wo arc convinced that il

te p.0esrnî aysternn werc 11tov praposed for Uthe tînt utine, il WOllid iTiCCI.
*witi t auniiversai and rnpliatic: protcat trotin cvcry te.tclier thimugtîout the
Province. It is a case or Ilrocks by custom tunrneti ta beds of clown."

A otie*tcrn ycar wotild (Io away witit (lie labor ot halt-yeariy returnh
il, wotild diminieh tli itinerancy of teaciers, thereby greatly bcncfitting Uhc
scitoals ; it would simpify classification; titercby rendeting a tcach er's
%vork niore effective. WVe hocpe titee TCOsons wiii induce Our Supernteenti
of Mînairito iakc sicis îowards bringing about a rctorin, which is so
lirgentiy'caliet fur by those engagcd in th c work or cducation in titis

THÉ.~ INDEP1ENDANZI I[OVAS.
For mîontlis thc Frentchî fiet have beerit blocicating the porte of

INladtg.lscar ini te vain atuelnpt t starve out dte brave Ilovan, unti oblain
a pernennt tontlioît in the Idiand. But the iloavns apîtear to bx- quite
capi.able or prneierving intact the liberty wiir tc1 valuc so ticirlry, and
traîneti aï they, lave beètt front thuir cariy youth 10 te uise of fire-armq,
the French find ici therem, *ufolernn weorty of t1icir steel il z,s00 000 ofîirnese
brave peoplu, witiî an equal iinber forrniîîg tributaiy andi independcîîî
tribes, forîti the population of au isiand, li area of îvfrcl is but littie iess
titan double tit ut te Britishî Isles. lu MlNad.ig.iscas, separaltd as Il ià
froin tt Africaît continent, Franne behioits a land that would ini cvcry way
salisfy Iht ia..d lrurnier of lier atatcsnien. ls s3oi is productive, ils pro-
ducts vaticd, and i ls clîrnate -i the interior ntost delrngittn, itioroveç ils
isoiatecd position wotild prevent thase international complicationq iwhichi
frequcntiy fallow colonial cixtension on the main land. 'l'lt coast féverd'
drove nway dte Frenchi in the 17th century, aud Ille saine dî3adlv influence
iris a'iin toi-i upou Ulic prescrit expcdition, wikich, ini conjonctionî witiî the
reverses the Frernch -land forces have reccntiy met witlt at the itantis of the
Hîovas. wiil probibiy have the effect or bringing dit campaigni to a épectiy
close. Tite Iavast are a christian peuple, rtilcd by a brave atnd chrisian t

eoeegand Uthe attempt malle by Ihance to interfere %with thecir indc-.,
pedneis, under the circumstanccs, most univarrantable. Imagine the

buruing eioquence or the yoting Quceen Ranavalona, as wiîcn addresiing
lier people upon' the day of lier coronation, site cried, IlShiouit> any* one
dtiae ta dlaim a hair's breadth of my country, 1 %viii show inyscif ta> be a
man andgo aiong with you ta protcî aur f.itherland.' Anti theti piacin-
lier bandi upon the lBie, site continuell, IlWu siow ask yotu, 0 people, laO
detenti aur just cause, for Goti pave this isiand of Madagascar ta îny
auceators and 10 yours. It ivas iett as an inhenilarice la us Nfalagasy, but
Ille French ivili .take it nway by 'force, tIhcy say ; thtrefcore I dcclare unto
you : 'I1 shahl fulfil, my people, the 'haro in the.defence or the land which
belongs In nie as Qucen. Thougit 1 ant a ivon-rnr, I have the jicari t o
man, anti 1 stand uit to lead yout forthit 10preveut anti oppose those who
seek to a le our lanid For Goti forbiti, my people, that ive should become
the servant.s of foreigners.'"P

MODERN RUSSIA.
Ont of the most inhcresîing publications which lias ahipeareti during the

prebetît year is a baook entitled Il bodemn Russia," the auttor .ot wlîici, Mr.
Hiane, spetît inîtny )-cars in St. Petersburg, l[oscow, and other chits, tamil.
iariziîtg iiseif %vith the custoffs, habits, liws arndt institutions of the
Russian peopie Tht intcnior *of Russia, siys 'Mr. lilarci has been scidant
visited by torcigîters ; tht metui of travelling are at least a cenîuîry behlinti
tlic age«. Tfle deati level or the vast steppes niakec the scecr3' of the cauntry
tînahîractive, especiîîiiy in the rural distiicts. The chties andti owns being
gerierally haut upon ti mort tavreti .spoti. According ho n\1. lIane,
Nihiiismn lias assunîcti Dnc of the for'tnidable proportions wiîh witicii wc
are.wont ho r.egard il. Through the telegrapitic elpcctacles, thtc novement
lias betil rnngnified a iliausand tolti, andi ils growlh ini Rusi can never bc
rapiti, sa long as dt peuple continue tireir idolatrous worsiiip of cte Czir ;
intieti it wouid appear tîrat thiF Potentate i% regardeti by tiîcm wiîi
suîpenstitious awe, ant il îhiih nced a century of civihization to destroy his
influence aver dit minds o! the people. TIhe freeti serfs appear ho look
back ii'ith regret la the day of their lihe!ratiori. Frecdoin for thein bas na
ctanis, and the taxes fiirmcniy borne by the landiord, but which now fait
direcîiy upon themseives, are ioolced uîtan lts an afflictioni far greaier thau
ltai of serfdom. l'lie religion of thc people is soinewhat idolatrous in ils
character. In eveni' houqelàolti may bc found the images of a score or
more of saints, anti a visilor faiiing tu hirst recognize îhcsc houielolti gotis,
is deenicti qrniity tf discouitcsy ta the tamily.' rite fnigitfrtit 1)tnishmenls
which Russian convicts un(d ergo in Siheria -are far fromi appoiiing ta the
mind of tht Rtissiau peasatit. The wtory mntotony of bis lite maires hum
long for clvinge, and tht prospects of a Siberiani htote al, the expiration o!
his termi ot servitude lias for huit peculiar attractions, there beiîîg nmire
hire, eîîergy and acîiviîy in thet îowns anti cities of Sibenia. Frori the
Minister of State dlown to thet xncaitest officiai in the Russiai. Empire,
bniWey and corruption arc considered fair andi honourable mtthads, anti
their practice bas now becomc sa prevaient that it wauid sem alniast
impassible to clecitie just whec reforni siîaîld commence. Accartiing ta
the cangus of the Greck Chiurciî, WVcdnestiay anti Friday in cich weck
are set apart as fast days, anti labor, cxceplîng in cases o! liecessity, is
absolwacl3' prohibiteti. mIn addition tu these, m2r4y saînts'.days arc obeerveti,
so lit, cxclusive of lte Sunday, the Russians observe as days of fast,
saints' days, and hoiida s, 183 daya in tct) ycar, Ieaving but 3o tiays in
wiîich ta tratîsaci the, ordinary business of lite. Drunkenes is the.
naîuîral outcome at such a statie of affains, andi the Russiaut peasautit uay »bc
rcckoncd as amiorig te most intemperahe ot aIl peoiples resident in rural
districts. " Ulodcrn Ruassiai" should bc rcad ta bc, appreciatecl.


