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% The Rev Dr Burns preached a sermon at

he inauguration of the United Kingdom Al
fance. The following article contains the
bstance of the sermen :—

* Lest they druk and forget the Law.”
Prov. xxxi. 5.

Ourtextis the framment of u paragraph found
poiong words of heavenly wisdomw. Though
only part ot a sentence, it contains a complete
ense, and suggests matter for very grave and
momentous consuleration.

e
The thoughts whieh the text breathes were
of Divine inspiration, and they were adidress.

and strong drink men forget the taw. They
forget.

1st,

The law of self-respect and seli-cultiva-
tivn,

Much of our character is left to our own
formation.  Qur mental and moral education
is mainly in onr own hands A ligh regand
to our own true dignity is one of the most
powertul springs to properensulation.  Thus,
selferespect is ono of the chicf bonds of society,
and is a leading incentive to virtuons exer-
tion and noble enterprise.  Weaken this and
wan sinks; destroy it entirely, and he be-

uelese as it regards others.  ‘This element of
our being is constantly addvessed in the Di-
vine Word. Itis said, * a good name is ra-
ther to be chosen than great riches.”

We are to seek to have the approval, not
onty of God, but of wige and good men. Now

d by a holy mother to her son.  They obsi-
pusly refer 10 the permicious mfluence of wine
and strong drink on the munds and conscien-
¢s of men, and thereforean entire abstinence
rom their use is urged, that the evils speci-
plly stated may beavowded. The wdmonitory
aution, you will abserve, is not addressed 1o
he alhterate and debased of the people, but
¢ lofty and the great. ki is not lor kings
o drink wine, nor for princes strong drink.”
nd for this most important reason: « Lest
Rhey drink and torget the Law?”  Batof Kings,
pnd rulers, and law-makers should abstain
from the use of wine and strong drink, so also
vuld those who are responsible to law, who
hould be its ornaments and supporters.  In
one word, the great dorte e of the text is, the
nevessary conneclion between dyinking wine
and strong drink, and lawlessness, We may
appeal, theretore, to monarchs, and judaes,
and senators, and magistrates, and also to eve-
ry class of the people, and say: Abstain en-
tirely from wine and strong drinks, lest you
forget the law.
tuu, that the caution as to wine relates of ne- |
cessity to the wines then used, most of which
possessed only a small share of the intoxica-
tng sputt compared with the wmes ot our
day; as the text was uttered more than two
thousand years betore the production of alco-
hoi by disullation, which forms solarge a per

every view the text is most appropriate both
to the age and country in which we live, and
especially as presenting a motto *~r the grand
occasion which has brought us together.

In further discussing the subject we notice—
1 —THAT THE DRINEING OF INTOXICATING

LIQUORS TENDS TO LAWLESSNESS.

In the words of the text, by drinking wive

nothg o entirely enfeebles this in man as
strong drink, and no one so fully makes utter
sinpwreck of it as the drunkard.  Of all men
he most glories in lus shame. e is obtuse
to all delicate emotions: he utterly disregards
the opinion of others, and wallows in the mire
of selt-prostrated degra-dation.  Wath thus, too,
there will be utter indifference to selt-culti-
vation. To the improvement of the mind

comes reckless as it regards himeelf, anl val-’

there must be wisely applied leisure ; batthe !
drinkers spare hours are devoted to the ta-

vern or the beershop. To self-cultivation
there must be the right and cool wijustinent
of the mental faculties; but the drunkard
lives in a region of excitement and sensual
passion.  To the pursuit of knowledge there
must be reading and reflection, anil perseye-
ring study, and investization ; but the craving
for intoxicating liquors produces a state of
heart and life ac utter variauce with these,
and hence mentat deterioration and intetlee-
tual sterility are the usual results of a drink-
ing life.  Who can tell the number of Light-

Cheart,

der, or of our trade and profession, or of our
religion or social circle.  Then there is the
weneral affection of gnodness towards all ren
—of pity and compassion towards the suffer-
ing, and of commiseration for the untortunate
or self-rumed of our spevies.  1ut drinking
wine and strong «drink produces a gradual ob-
literation oi tus law ot Love, from the heart
and miml. It makes its victims selfish as well
as sensual ; it hardensthe heart 3 driesup the
sympathies of our gentler and kindlier emo-
tions. It produces alicnatwn between the
dearest fiiends, and separation between the
closest kindred, 1t withars conjusad love,
and annibilates parental or filial aftection.—
It couverts man buth into the brute and the
demon, so that the fatl er caresnat for his plf-
spring, and the mother forgets her sucking
child.” It rends asunder all relative bonds,
and makes hone and its associations the hor-
rid scene of strifes, contentivns, disorders,
and cruelties, o appalling for deseription or
ilustration. It sets> the tongue on fire of
hell, and it ossifies the heart, so that the com-
mon bLenignitics of social life have neither a
habitation nor a howe.

- 8edly. By drinking wine and strong drink,
men furget the law of reverence and love and
obedience to God.

A Jdisbelief of Divine things, and a rejection
of Duvine Jlaims, usually proceed from the
A sensual scate of mind has no relish
for the spiritualand the holy.  Nothing tends
more 1o the rejection of Divine beliefs and
worship than a state of moral degradation,
which unfits us for both.  Hence the habit
of drinking disqualifics for caln and serious
refla tion, and utterly unfits fur all devotion
and real worship.  This state of mind will be
suceeeded by a disrelish for all religious ser-
vices and pursuits, and then God and Ilis
claims willbie rejected—{Lis name blasphemed
—His authority utterly despised. Can re-

It should be resmembered,!ed minds and stunied intellects which are j verence fo- God and a love of artificial ex-

produred by drinking habits amony the youth | ditement dwell in the same mind 2 Canlove

of our land ?

2ndly.
men.

Such forget.
The law of love towards their fellow-

of the sensuous enjoy iment of wine harmoniso
with the pure love of God's holy spirit?  Can
the devotee of carnal passion be obedient to
the moral law 2 Can any man serve the two

Man was designed by his Creator to love  masters of pleasure and God—worship with
i himself, to seek his own mental and moral ex- | real profit both in the t~~-rvom and the sanc-
centage of the wine now in use—so that in | ultation and well-being, and then he is re- | tuary—in the buisterous profane tavera and
quired tolove his neighbor as himself. In this |in the secrecy of the closet, or at the family
love of our kind there are the outgoings of |altar? Noj let
warm and unselfish affection which bind the | toxicating drinks, and the Word of Gud will

man yicld bimself up to in-

! husband and wife, and pareuts and offspring | lose its savor, the sanctuary its social attrac-

together. Thered
ment of brothers
- kindre

s the softand genial attach- | tions, the closet its subline associations, and

and sisters, of friends and | the dumestic altar its Loly, its sweet, and ge-

d; and then ir the more outward cir- | nial influences.

cles thera is the esteem and love of neighbor-

ug residents, or persons of out class and or- ' forget,
H

By drinking wine aud stroag drink men



