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other; whilat the cavalry brigade and horse
artillery of the firat corps vitched their tents
on the wide heath at the foot of the hills
knawn a8 the Devil's Jumps,

Faw spots in England could be found pra
sonting more pictureeque fertures than the
country accupied by the fivst corps d'arm.ée.
‘The mixture of wide open heaths with fer
quent commons covered with gorss and fern,

*intermingled with remnants of ancient for
ests, snd varied by nmilm&z ’plols of cultiva:
fed ground where the old farmhouses and
cottages spoke of long coutinued pence
sud prosperity, presented an almost ideal
picture of an English landscape, the interest
aed even beauty of which were enhanced
by the white tents.and bright uniforms of
tbe soldiery.

The tactical {nstruction comwenced with
brigade drills, quickly followed by the man-
ouvres of tho brigades ot the divisions
agninst each other. Thus the staff of the
divisions and brigaldes become ncquainted
with tho regiments, and the soldiers weie
gradually accustomed to the work that
would be required of them in the more ex-
tended operations. These brigade field days
were succeeded by the manouvres of the
divisigns of thef{corps, each division in turn
acting on the defensive. ‘The corps com-
manders and their staff served as the um-
pites, while Sivr Thomns Steel and the head-
quarters staff performed what my be termed
the duties of judges. Tho capacity of the
generals for manoouvring troops was thus
tested, and the staff officers were able to
estimate and appreciate theirseveral and in-
dividual qualities, If for nothing else these
mancouvres would be of considerable value
in the opportunity they present for the staff
officers of the army to become acquainted
with each other. No rules or discipline will:
make the several portions of our army work
well 1f the superior officers do uot puil to-
gether. The social qualities and the cduca®
tion of tha English public school. which
most of our officers possess. contribute to
this object, and from no slight groundwork:
for a really efficient st«ff, whilet the mili
tary education now superadded gives
them tke knowledge which, during the last
Buropesn war in which our army was en*
paged, they were +upposed to have wanted.

After about ten days spent in thesoe minor
operations, the real work of the mimic cxm-*
prign commenced. Owing to the absence
of a suflicient transport, one corps d'armée
was stationary whilst the other occupied
moveable camps. Thus, as the first corps
concentrated on the broad heaths known-as
Frensham Common, the second corps re-
mrined under canvas at Alderahot, march®
ing out to fight on the open ground round
the Devil’s Jumps ~After the advance on
Aldershot, when tho first corps under Sir
Henry de Bathe turned tne flank of Sir John
Douglas, and completely rolling up bis right
wing carried the position which the latter
general had endeavoured to protect with
woextended a line, the second corps retired
northward, and encamped on the moorland
at Coldingly, subsequently tsking up a post-
tion near Hartford bridge flats, Owingto
tho exceptionally wet weather the actual
dayvs of mancevring were somewhat curtail’
ed; but a sufficient number of actions was
fought to give riss to many questions and
to solve many problems, Belore foilowing
out the lessons thus learnt, a general sketch
of the mole of conducting this veritable
kriegspiel mill conduce to a clear apprecia
tion of its value. A general idea conveyed
in few words we3 issued from headquarters
prior to each day's operations, This idea
usually stated which army was supposed to
boon the defensive,and what lines it was to

defend. The time for the troops to leave
their respective cimps was Inid down, an |
the bounds of tho ground over which aper-
ations wora to extend fixed. The generals
commnnding the corps d’armdée. by the help
of mnps, and of thosurvoys executed by the
staff oflicers, nnd usunlly after consultation
with their division commanders, thenissued
short general orders, directing the divisions
to move by certain roads and take up or
fittacle certnin positions, tho dotails of the
movements being left to the division and
brigade generale,

Frequently the lessnng of the kriegspiel
wero employed to assist in the development
of the plans, and it was.not unuaual for the
staff to work out on maps, with thd help of
uodels, the movements which the troops
were to makeo on the subsequent day.q The
combined amployment of personal recognis.
ances, with the use of maps, proved to be
onvo of the best lessons for a stff ofiicer,anid
afforded praotical evidenco of the possession
of a cultivated intellect, united to the bod-
ily activity necessary to ride over rough
ground: in fact the teachingsof tha military
college and of the huntiug field weio well
combined. Ihe necessity of fixing and
strictly insisting on the exnct time {or tho
departure of the treops from their camps,
arose from the limited extent of ground
available, and the need, in somo degreo, of
busbanding the strength of tho men. Gen-
eral oflicers became so keen in the mimjc
war, that every stratagem was thought fair,
and a few minutes gained by tho cavalry in
leaving camp, might mnke or mer the best
arranged schemes : corsequently tho head
quarter sta{f and the umpires had to keep a
sharp look out, lest a fast watch on ono side
or the other should accelerate the move-
ments of the troops.

Exactly at the appointed hour, the sev-
oral divisions and brigades. standing ready
on their private prixle grounds, would reo-
ceive tho order to march, and tho cavulry,
accowpanied by horso artillery, would be
pushea .zell tothe front, either to seize some
imporlant position, or, acting as the eyes of
the army,to endenvour to obinin intelligence
of tho enemy's movements. The due per-
formunce of this duty, probably the most
unportunt that cavalry will in modern war-
fave he called ou to perform, was strictly in
sisted upon by the Duko of Cambridge, who
had to cumbat the natural desiro on the
part of cavalry generals to keep their regi-
ments .n hand, The terrible effect of mod
ern smai! arms, their power of being rapidly
loaded, and their grett accuracy, prevent
cavalry, except under very exceptional cir
cumstances, from approachirg iufantry,
whilst the broken surface of a culuivated
country woukl, under any circumstsnces,
greatly restrict their movemsnts, except in
very small bodies; consequently, the more
advnnced cavalry soldiers recognise the fact
that the s6lc of cavalry has chunged, ard
that whilst as important as they over were
to the success of an nriy, their duties are
woro those of the dragoon or reounted ritle~
men than of the sabreur. ‘o conceal the
operations of their own urmy, and to ascer
tzin and restrict the movements of the
enemy, to extend the influesce of an invad °
ing torco over a wide extent of country, or
toprevent #n enemy from availing himself
of the resources of the neighbourhood
through which lio may be marching, will be
their chie! duties, requiring great personal
selivity, both of man and horse, and an
amount of intellizencs which must v ise,
and has already influenced, the character of
tho oflicers and men of the cavalry service,
Possibly u few 1eginents®might be kept in
hand for some decisivo engagement, but

the mnas of the cavalry muat be pusherd to
the front, preparing the way for battle—but,
1§ tho mnssess close, leaving tho field clear
for the deadly rifle. During the late sum
mer wanwmuvres, the restrictod fisld opern-
tions prevented the cavalry from deriving
the full amount of ULenefit “that a more ex
tended arenn would have afforded ; but
enough was seen to impress on all n most
instructive lesson on the imployment of this
fmportant arm.  With the cavalry scouts,
patties of fignal men rade, preparsd to take
up their positions on nny emfnenco which
would facilitate their signalling by means of
llags tho messages to the superior officers in
resr. This mothod of conveying intelligence
was much employed in tho American war,
wh re the field telograph received great
supolementary aid from the signal parties,
und whero the latter, as was the cuse when
Sherman’s line of communicalion was cut
on his ndvance on Atlanta, retained their
powers of sending intelligenco when the
telegraph wires bad been broken. The for-
mntion of tho advanced guards of the in-
fantry columus demanded aud obtained
caretul constderntion, nod tho advantage of
pushing urtillery forward to cover the de-
ployment of the infantry and to protect the
wlvance of the skirmishers wus fully recogn
ised. The wurch and movements of the
wnin columns were frequently interfered
with by the neccessity of nvoiding damage to
corps und fences; and it was a somewhat
diflicult task for the umpires, first to im-
agine, and then to impress on the opposite
side the idea of the deployment of troops
who might really be huddled together in
columin of route between thoe roadside
hedges.

Huving alluded to these much abused in-
dividuais—viz,, the officers who were datail-
ed to nct as umpires, and twho, of course,
plensed no one, it may be interesting to see
what their dutics were. As the troops join
ed in battle, first in small bodies and then
1 mansses, when the supports and reserves
were brought uuder fire, the umpires had to
decide which side was to yield ground, Giv.
ing duo allowance to the nature of the posi-
tion, the numbers eagaged, and, most diffi-
cult of all, the effect of artillery fire, when a
fow pulls of smoke at nearly a mile distant
alone sliowed that batteries were firing on
tho lines of attnck, or were eofilading tho
position taken up by the defenders, their
decistions bud to bo_delivered rapidly as
well a8 judicially, and their opinions were
severely criticised by those who suffered
from them. “Their second duty was to keep
the peaco between the belugerents, to re-
strain tho troops, as excited by the mimic
war, they pressed forward somewhat too
eagetly, and 10, prevent a sham action from
bemg converted into serious combat., Sol-
diers, and even officers, became 8o imbued
with tho spint of the conflict, that they
would have been only too bappy if permit-
ted to light 1t out in reality. ~ Many stories
are lold in illustration of this feeling: it
wassad to Le dangerous for a Highland
regiment to be engaged with the troops
whose nncestors were involved in whatis
kknown as fhe massacre of Glencos; whilsy
at ono of the earlier mmouvres & pugnaci-
ous colonel of militia i3 narrated to have
taken ‘off bis coat when his regiment be-
camo involved in a wood, and to have offer.
ed to light, in any way he liked, the colonel
of the opposing force. The umpires have
also to put troops who have suflered severe-
ly out of action—i.c., to kill them ; and it is
somewhat trying fur keen soldiers hurrying
rapidly ¢to the {ront. to be suddeniy stopped
in thoir career,and ordered 1o pile aro-3 nd
lie down, although towards the close of s
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