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trasts in 1lim. It produces a new lifein him in sincerity and on principle, will, like the

which afiall never tie. The Word of tha! Palmist, prize the Scriptures as an inestim-
Lord liveth and abideth for ever in the soul able treasure, and cherish a desive to he more
which lias entered by Divine power, and be- aequainted with the precious cottents of that
comes the happy means of” conveying to him sacred volume, And this desire they will
all the blessings of anlvation, grace, and glo- ' nianifest by a frequent and peviodien) perusal «
ry~—~present comfort, aswell as future and of it by storing their memories with a know-
everlssting joy. Huppy the man who hus ledge of its facts, and feeding their souls with
received it by faith! He will find the plea- " its heavenly truths; by cleaving unto. it ax
sures of religion not only sweet but lasting ;5 the ground of their trust, and as the source of
securing him a treasure, winch the poorest’ their happiness; by appenling to it as their
© man that possesses is richer than all the gold guide in the lischarge of duty, and theiv
of the world could make him 3 and which the ecouncellor in the midat of difficulties ; and by
rich man that possesses will find, of all hix’ keoping it so constantly before them, that
possensions, to he so inestimable, that.he will their sentiments their hubits, and theiv pur-
#ay, in the language of the text, “ More to be ' xuits, are moulded by its silent but predomis
desired nre they than gold, yea, than much nant inflnence. In short, they will zhew the
fine gold.” ' value they set upon it, by making it the
1 siow proceed, in the third and Iast place, | ground of their confidence.  As the man of
to remark that the strong desive which the ' the world, who, Iy“vears of anxiety aud la-
words hefare us express for the Scriptures on | hour in foreign climes, has enrned a compe-
the part of the Psalmist, shews the feelings ! tency of gold, will carefully take the most
with which we should regard it. prudent and rational means to secura the
A desire for gold exists mare or less in the | possession, and wiil return home to his native
minds of all. In some this desire is their go- ! country, to apend the renminder of his life in
verning principle of action, originating their "the enjoyment of the comforts and elegancies
movements, stimulatiug their energies, lend- which it will afford him, so the Christian whe
ing to sustained efforts of patience and per- knows the Seriptures, notm word oniy, but
severance, which no disappointments nor'also in spirit, and who by faith has come to
difficulties exhuust; and nothing can satisfv ' participate in the blessings it contains, wilt
them, but a possession of the object on which | take every means, by meditation and prayer,
their hearts are set. In others, again, this {to retain and perpetuate what he has got.
derire rises into the strength and intensity of | ‘The feelings of every Christidn are so akin to
a passion, prompting them not only to spend | those of the Psalmist, in his estimation, the
wearisome days aund sleepless nights, but to! Word possesses so inestimable n value, and
form deep laid schemes, to enter upon auxi- | he cherishes so great a love for it, that, were
ous speculations, to prosecute hazardous “en- ' all the books in the world to be lost, or laid
terprise, and to undertake, as many are new | in one mighty piie for conflagration, he would
doing, a voyage into a distant and unexplored | be happy in the retension of it alone.  And
region, where, as adventurers, at many a pain- | as life advances, and his experience ripens of
ful sacrifice of time and chance-directed la- ‘l_its refreshing comforts, and its elevating pow-
bour, and incurring the most imminent risk ! er, he can testify his sense of it, and the value -
of danger to life and property ina lawless | he sets on it, no otherwise than in the lan-
state of saciety, they continue their daily dig- | guage of the test,* More to he desived are
qings for gold. And richly will he deem !'they than gol(, yea, than much fine gold.”
himself rewarded far all his previous anxiety! Is this, my friends, the lamgugne of yvour
and toil, and great will be his feeling of ec-] hearts? Itixthe language of a very advanced
stacy, who, by, some fortunate aceident, eatch- and experienced servant of God, who had longr
es a glimpse of shining ore, first seizes the  drawn water from the wells of salvation, and
precions lump, and finds himaelf in pesses- whose lengthened and varied experience ena-
sion of the longed-for treasure, ‘ bled him, in a‘peculiar manner, to know and
In like manner a sense of the value of the j to testify how sweet and yefrexhing it was'to the
Seriptures, and a desire to gain an intimate | taste,—one who, seated as he was on a throne,
acquaintance with their precious contents, iy ' and surrounded by all the splendours of rov-
an invariable concomitant of every Christian "alty, knew, and couldt testify, that the trea-
mind, Where this lesive has no existence at | sures of ihe Bible were immeasurably beter
all, what can be o surer mark of irreligion or ' as a source of human happiness. than all the
worldliness, or of a merely. nominal profes- | pleasure derived from the possession of gold.
sion, which suggests, perhaps, the propricty | You may nof, in point of spiritual any more
of possessing a copy of the Word of Gou, but | than of earthly experience, have risen so high
allows it to stumber in inglortons neglect in  as the Pealmist; out still, if you are the peo:
their repositories, or on their shelves, or I ple of God, s word possesses aitiactions to
keeps it in rome elegant form as a piece of  vou, and dpens sources of pure and elevated
gilded furniture, to embellish their apartment, ; enjoyment, and is felt to exercise such a hap-
hut never thinks of it, nor handles it, but when | PY influence over vou, that yon prefer it to alt
they carry it. to church, or find it there? But | other books. Yon repair to the perusal of it
all who are Christians, nus 1n name only, but | ot under a cold sense of duty merely, bus




