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more. This visit was soon after retarned |so to the religious imnravement of the na-
and a similar meeting held at my side of the | tives. After dinner Mrs, Geddie attends a
jsland, with like results. 1 believe the na- "bible class for the benefit of the females ; and
tives to be sincere in their wish to live in I meet with candidates for church member-
peace with each other, and do not anticipate ' ship at the same time. A pablic arayer
the recurrence of former difficulties. A gen- ' meeting is held afteg these clzsses are over,
eral wish wae expressad also by the natives = which is usaally attended by more than 192
on both sides of the island to renew the prac-  persons.

tige of former years, and sit down at the same | EDUCATION:

Lord’s table as christian brethren—a practice

which I regret to say, #as discontinued after, The cause of edacafion advances slowly
my departure from the island. If the events | but steadily on the island. ‘There are about
to wkich I now allude remind us of the pre- ! 30 schools in operation, which meet daily at
sence of much latent heathenism among these | sunrise. These schools are taught by na-
islanders, they assure us also that the gospel | tives, and persons of both sexes, and ali ages
has done much for them ; and we ought to | attend them. The exercises nccupy about an
thank God that the influence of christianity | hour and a half, and they do not materially
hes been sufficient to triumph over the tur- i interfere with the ordirary employments J¢
bulence of human passion. It would not be | the people. Reading only is taught at ou-
surprising indeed, if these people, so recently | morning schools, and about three-fourths o!
raised from a state of the lowest barbarism, the natives can make an intellizible and pro-
thould at times give way to feelings, waich | fitable use of their books, Our aimis to
often gain an ascendency over persons whose | teach all who have the eapacity to learu, to
christianity and civilization are of a much | read the word of God in theéir own tongue,
higher stamp.—The religious and moral ele- | anJ I hope the time is not distant when this
vation of barbarous races is a slow and pro- | will be the case. A large number of schoals
gressive work, and only attains a high degree | will probably cease when the adult populaiisn
of eminence after a succession of ages. It is | are readers, and education will then be con-
hard to eradicate old thoughts, feelings and ', fined to the children. There are twwo schoois
habits, which have become, as it weke, a se- | also of a higher order taught ny Mr. Inglis
cond nature, and we may expect occasional | and myscif at our respective atations. These
developments of these, under the most favor- | schools are attended by natives of promise,
able circumstances. May we enjuy abun-  and they have hitherto Turnished teachers for
dant outpourings of the Divine Spirit whose , this and othur islands. In addition to 1ead-
agency is emnipotent to rubdue the power of , ing, the scholara are taught writing, cyprei-
sin in the heart, and make men new crea- | ing, geography, Bible history, &c. Q.e of

tures in Christ Jesus. i the most important institutions on our I.land
ROUTINE at present is the orphan school. Tt was
nEe discountinued some time after we left the is-

I will now furnish you with a brief state- | land, but we have since our return, gathered
ment §f l<)mr ordinary labours, and shall begin | n}a‘any :f t;he scattered childrenG,nnd organized
with Sabbath-day duties, On ‘he morning | the school once more. Mrs. Geddie has tuk-
of this day the church members hold a pray- | en entire charge of our orphan schoul, and is
er-meeting to ask God's blessing oa the  assisted in her duties by two native teachers.
means of his grace; then follow the usual  More than fify scholars attend, and these
public services, which are conducted much in depend on us to ciothe them § ar ! about vnie-
:2e z:jame ‘way as gt gog;)e ;hand the dat;‘es ?f | hag‘ O}f thera h;'e d<>u Ithe n’i};swn premises,

e day close with Sabbath evening schools  and these we feed also. e natives arc
at the various little villages, which are attend- | very kind and ccnsiderate, and bring us large
ﬁgsby; pgraons‘ of ::}l ages. ;I‘g_e;e atre r:aligi- p.:lesintstg; food, ?ther'i?ii\s.e we ‘;:oulg not pro-

services also at our most distant out-sta. , vide for their wants. is mode of suppori-
Yions, conducted by ruling elders, and I oc- , ing them is unsatisfactory and precarious, for
casionally spend a Sabbath at one or other of ; at times we have more food than they cau
these myself. By these arrangements all use, and just as often less than tney need;
;ho are able to attend the worship of God | and as native fuod is all perishable, noue of
ave it xln their powfer to do so, either ai the o cksp be kep. {;‘ nreserve. \Weare, ltheref:m,
principal or some of the out-stations. I am  making an effort to get some plantations
engaged at present in expleining the episties | made for the ohildren, and thosa who live o..
to the seven churches of Asia, and this exer- , our own premises are expected to woik wt
cise seems to have excited a more than usual | them a few hours every day, The orphai.s
interest among the natives. 'They see much  are of all ayes, from 14 years downward-,
in the religious history of these primitive ' and there are f::w spots of the earth wuere
'gm&-ches that will apply to themsslves. May , they form so large a proportjon of the com-
od bless his own word, and make it ¢ pro- | munity as here. 1t is a mauter of deep re-
fiable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- ! gret to us that we cannot take charge of ali
tion, for instruction in righteousness.” The  the orphans in our distnici, for mary of them
efternoon of every Wednesday is devoted al-. grow up without a gaardianship of religioas



