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If Xforget.thes, O Jerusalom! let my right hand forges ita cunnicg.”’---Psalm 137, v.B.

DRAWN UNTO DEATH.

Several miles above Niagara, the broad,
wmajestic river begins to flow quicher and
uicker, without :ny marked change, in the
rst instance, oun i'as appearance, As the
atream appioaches nearer the precipice it roars
and leaps dnd foama, procluiming in a voice
of thunder ‘to all concerned the coming
erisis ; but the flow becomes rapid before the
“Rapids, in tortuous tumult, duclare jts velo-
£ity.  While the surface of the water is still
smooth‘snd blue, it hegins to diaw. Woeto
the boat's crew that are caught unawares by
that ‘ailent power! The stream grasps and
holds ity vicums like the gravitation of the
apheres. | )

When a solitary men in a tiny skiff is sur-
prised by this terrible destroyer, oars and
sail aré of no avail. In spite of frantic ef-
forts, and frantic cries; he is “ drawn urio
death and ready to be slain.” Suppose in
such a case one were at hand with the means
of deliveranc» at command, in the form of a
steamer accustomed safely to cross ar ascend
the current-—suppose one were at hand, with
%ower to save, and’ yet declined to use it

e who shauld in such a case mind his own
business, and perinit his brother to perish,
would be counted a monster among his Kind.
The wide world would ring with execrativn of
his cruelty,

David the King gives clear judgment agamnst
the rapacious wagnate who crushed rigit
under aiight, and eutertuined his own guest
on his poor neighbour’s only lamb, We
have many Davids: would that we had a
Nathan, with the prophet-power axd the pro-

phet.courage, to transfic the whole crowd of
transgressors with the okl ethereal spear,
“Thou art the man.” .

What were the most effective destroyers of
men in the kingdom and time of Srlomon, 1
know not; hut in our day and our land the
chief enemy of the people is their own intem-
perauce, The vast volume of sirong drink is
the deceitful Niagnara thas ** draws” the mui-
titnde towsrds death., The fact is obvious
and indisputable. I would lain arrest the
reader’s atientjion orn it for a few moments in
the light of God’s jaw : * Thou shali love thy

neighhour as thyseifl”

In wany forms tais plague-spot spreads
Perbaps the asneet of it .hat most deeply
wounds an inteliigent Christian patriot is the
wretehednegs which it entails an thousands of
little children wnose parents should, and, bat
for stroug drink, could, wzintmn them in
comfort.  With our laws as they naw siand,
we are well-uigh belpless in. presence of the
master evil which s sapping the foundaions
of society before our eyes. ‘The chudren are
naked aud hungry ; they are not trained at
school but left 10 the chance influences of

e street. Thev suffer for their parents’
sin ; and we soffer eventuady through tne

idleness and crimes of adults whose child-
hood has been irretrievably marred.  Yei
we are uiraid o interfere.  If we should simp-
ly adopt these children and suppiy 2l! their
wanls, we might thereby be setting a pre-
mium upon vice. Seciety as yel nas ot
manifested the wisdom to discover or the
courage to apply an effective remedy for this
consumption o! the commonwealth.

Looking row to the wreiched incbriates



