
142 TUE MONTHLY RECORD OP TRE CIIURCII 0F SCOTLAND

-other foundation than this cari io mari lay," exigencies, must ever remain new and suita.
.and, built upori this Rock, the" 11, tes of biell bic, throughi ail succeedinoe gerierations, unti.
icannot p revail" against the Churct the consummation of ail t&ngs.

And he 9of hll hallnot revil It maybe, and hias been, that, as in the
gainst it." } romn Oriental records, and from cs fn nlvdas nta facmu

travellers who have made tbemsel% es acquaint- nity, a time ma), bc wheri the cares of the
ed with Easterni manners and customs, we world or the feverish excitement of passion
learn that, in olden time, deliberative coun- my render insensible to the dlaims of Chris.,
cils and judicial courts were beld at the gatcs tîanity, so that for a time the Churcli mar
of towns anid cihies ; which information sheds wane, and be confined to the mountain fas.
a flood of light upuor this otlierwise unintelhi- nesses, to the martvr's cave, to retired valleys
gible expression. We take it, then, ttL mean among lowly shepherds, or to weeping mwîdoýs
that ail the adverse counsels, machinations, in their solitarv ehambers. But it will not
conspiracies and assaults of the powers of 1become oxtirnet.
darkness anid destruction, car i iever prevail Mari rnwt have a religion, humari natur
against her-tha no weap on formed against cannot live without it: and cari the scepti-
lier shail w1osper. H-e w~ho knows the end the atheist or the infidel tell of a system het.
from the beginning, wvho cannot be dcceived ter adapted to meet andl smtisfy the cry an
nor lie, hias declared that ail the efforts to de- craving of thc iminiortal soul, than Christian
strov the Church shall fail ;-that wherikin- itvP Pliilosopby lias been but speculatingit
domis arid emipires shahl crumble anl d.ecay,, self into thieker darkness, and other syste
and ahl Ï0 ; 8ystemns. whether of Philosophy' passing into forgetfulness, since Christianit
vor Theoîozv, shall disalupear, like the" &Inorn- 'rex ealed and proved its suitableness to huam
ing cloud and the early dew," the Church wants. We argue, therefore, that the Chur
which hias Christ as its fouridation and cope- -whose systemn is Christianity carirot be p r
stone, ivill stand firm ns the mouritains round, vailed agairist, everi by the"I gates of bell.
zbout Jerusalem, rising and exteading with IL The favour and promises of God aff
irresistihie force. until the Ilheathen becomes us securlty that"I the gates of bell wilI a
its inlieritance and the uttermost corners of, prevail" against the Church.
the earth its possessior,"-ultimately to fbrIn The Ilways and thouglits" of God flot on
a part of the eternal kingdom of God. transcend, 'but 'widely differ from, mu

lrWithithese few general observations,we now "thlouglits and ways." Much of w-at wo1

proceed more particularly te illustrate the sub- attract man's attention, and call fa
jeet of the text. And l is uriqualified. admiration, looked upon.

L We infer its permanence and indestrue- God, 'would be viewed. by Ilim mith anyt
tihility from the suitableriesa of its doctrines 1but favourable or clierishingé regard. Tbron
to the wants of our nature, as w-cil as C... feit, dazzling with tbeir spiendour, the boast
sense that no otber systemn can mdequately 'millions, ) et establisbed ini wiekedness
meet or supply them. The immortal soul idolatry, wliose corner-stone is injustice
bas its cravin"s and wants, mand only Christi- eruelty, eau only be the objeets of
anity eau satisfy or supply tbem. There is alborrence, anid for the destructioni
its Creator, God, its all-wise c.nd over-rulina which Hie must be preparing the thunder
Providence, its salvation for tbe guiity, its of His wrath. In coritemplating the
help for the weak, its liealing for tbe sick, its doms and institutions of tbis earth, there
:sighit for the blind, its riches for the poor in one feature in connection withi themn to wh
:spirit, its eomfort, for tbe mourner, its borne. Hc cannot lie iridifferent. H-e mnarks
for the wandering outcast, and its Ilbuilding whetlier or not they acknowledge Mlin as S
'of God, an lieuse not made with bands, etei- preme, and frame their laws by lis rev a
ual in the beavens," for tbe Ilpilgrim and 1wil; anid according as Hie is acknowled
;stranger," -%Xb desire the 1-better c'ountry." or ignored, will He sunule or frown upon th
.So long as iu retains the power of reflecti- and according as tbey, aj>Tord or withhold s
,on, w-bile exposedl to danger and subjected to ter from Ris Churcb, will Rle enricli %itb
afflicons, Nvliich bis own %veakness eau nei- favour, or bhiglit with curse. In the coun
ther ericounter nor reniove; v.bile the con- of eternity tbe Churcli wvas establislied,
science accuses, or death inspires terror; for bier ransom God gave Ris only-bego
w-bile lie retains a serise of tbe dignity- of bis i and well-heloved. Son to deatb. W'hat
nature as a reasonable and responsible being; necd there lie, then, for au institution that
-thus long will ail these gospel appeals, built on so sure anid so stable a foundatî
tbese voices of Cliristianity havc.power, some and enjoying sucli fa-vourable auspices? S
to inspire fear an4 trembliin-e and others to not the arm of the Afighlty proteet lier,
allure with consolation mnd.Tope. They are Ris favour ericompass lier as a sbield?
-voices that eau neyer lose their power, trutbs Hie net lie a w-aIl cf fire around, andtleg
ihat eau neyer become antiqumted. They in the midst of bier?
have been framed anid revealed by Hum w-ho And eau God's love cbange? Ilear
knows man's nature and ail tlie circum- ow-u assuririg promise: ' Cari a woman fa
;stances of his lot, anid baving been ada pted lier sucking child, that sbe sliould not h
J)y Hunp, iri His un?.rxjng Wisdom, to their 1 compassion on tlie son of bier w-omb? Y
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