Appointment of Queen's Counsel. 64_3

Made yntj a final decision is obtained on this point. The undersigned is

'nformed that the publication of the names contained in the recent order has
Sreated a sensation among members of the profession and others, that the list
3s been very generally ciisapproved of, and that the disapproval is shared. by
Some who are named on the list, as well as by gentlemen previously holding
€ rank of (ueen’s Counsel and by others. An examination of the list shows
that the selection of the names was not made on the basis of professional or
Persona] merit. On the contrary there are names in the list of ;;entlejmen in
"egard to whom there could be no pretence or supposition of their having any
E:}‘.ms on that ground, and on the other hand many gentlemen have zeen
n 'tted from the list whose professional merits exceed that of many of.t~ ose
amed. Queen’s Counsel have precedence in the courts over other barristers,
ond ob"iously there is great injustice in the bestowal of the honor and prece-
°C€ upon inferior barristers to the prejudice of those better entitled thereto.
uch a wholesale and indiscriminate selection as was recommended to your
XCellenCy is a degradation of the office, and is a grievance as regar‘ds the
is‘:‘;ff;’enerally, instead of being a meri‘teq h9n9r to those appointed.. ! hete)i(s.
Teas €e of the degree i$ useful if the )urlSdlCtlf)n to make the appointments
Onably exercised. In England the appointments are made by the Lorq
Canatn;ellor, and it is stated in a rece'm legal publication, that an appli-
Stand~0r the appointment has to communicate by lett’er.to ba'rnsters of longe(;
that ;ng than himself {not being Queen’s Counsel) his intention to a'pply, al;]
i before making any appointment the Lo.rd Chancellgr .submlts to th'e
couies the names of the applicants whom he thmlfs of appointing. If in this
o tr?r t,he power of appointing belongs exclusively to your Excellency-md-
s uncil, it wiy be well to consider hereafter whether some checks may not an
°uld not he devised to confine within proper bounds the recommendations
c(::e to the Governor-General. Meanwhile the un’dersignec.i respt‘actfully re;
th Mends that as a matter of justice to the profession and in the interests o
) Public, the order which has been made be rescinded, and the cons:derat.lon
3%y appointment be deferred until the jurisdiction to make such appoint-

m
°Nts shall be judicially decided and declared.
0. Mowart.”
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It Appears from an address delivered at the meeting of the Illinois btatg
g

Association that there is such a delay in the trial of cases i1.1 the Chica,
av::;s S to amount in most cases to an absolute denial of )t;stxc:.i]e 'I:;:
trieq o€ Of the docket is that cases must stand for two years before d)’ e
or 1. 0d this does not include cases which have been qrdered to st;.n 0:']
Cale:: N postponed for any reason, but have been me'd’rreca::eeas?;ly t::
'magi(h':r‘i The evils resulting from such a state of things
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