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NATURE STUDV-No. XXV.

A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO SzOS aOF OUR CairnaN BIRDS.
C. W. G. EiFRIG.

Peopte desiring ta become acquainted wiih birds, thase
lovablo, pretty and useful frieiîds af man, are sametimes bewîldered
and discouraged by tbe mass of material which offors itselt' in
nature itself, or in the books which they consuit. To help in over-
coming these primary difficulties is the object of this paper. How
elevating it is ta know the birds ane meets with, ta recognize
tbem by their form, calar, behaviar, flight and sang, ta, becomie
acquainted with these campanions oi ane's work or watks!1 How
much more beauty and satisfaction can then be gat out of tfe ! No
ane need be discauraged tram tarming at toast a passing acquaint-
ance with them. A tittie hard wark, patience. close observation
and perseverance will do it.

The famities and species treated of here are Iaasety arranged
in the relative order of abundance and probability af their beiog
seen. The tist is mare especialty for the Ottawa district, but
maoy ai the species are ai atmost continental distribution.

The Finches. --Everyone is familiar with the appoarance af
birds at the Finch famity framn aur comman and least desired
neighbar, the Engtish Sparraw. The chief characteristic is the
tbick, conîcat butl. A useful species of this family is the Cri'n<ot
SP&RRtow, piuela sociali. The Engtish naine is fram its cati and
alarm note, chip, chip, etc. ; its sang is a Iocust-tike trait, IilIJdMI,
etc. It is smiller and more siender in shape than the Engtsh
Sparrow. Its brsg/àt cliesinut crown and grayish white tine over
the oye serve ta identify it. Found in gardons, tree-tined streets
and the barders of woods.

As cammon as the Chipping is the SaNG SPARROW, Melosp i
cinerea uaelodia. About the size ai the Engtish Sparrow, mare
roundish in buitd; much streaked with black, brown and gray,
betaw whitish, streaked with btack witb a targer àIkch in centre o/
breait hIt chiot mark is its cheertul sang beginning with -usuatty
three tong notes, thus : IlOtit, olit, olit, chip, chip, chip, che-char,
che wiss, wiss wiss, " or "1Maids, maids, maids, put an "your tea-i kettlos, teakettles-ettle-ettle " (Blanchan). It tikes places with et
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