
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW.

"1EXTREME DOCTRINES," OR
tgRE1ýLST NOT EVIL."ý

John D. McPherson conirnenced his
last article on the subjeet named
above, with the demand that Friends
%&must revise their creed." If my
Friend thinks bis creed needs to be
revised, lie bias perfect liberty ta revise
it; but as for aur Society, I did not
know that we bad a creed, except it
be a belief in the "'Inner Liglit,"
and I do not think we shall outgrow
that so long as the %vorld hasts-

If, as Dr Magee dechares, society
could flot exist a sing .e week if the
teachings of Jesus were observed, then,
1 say, ]et it smash, and buihd up a new
one on those eternal and divine princi-
pies and it will endure the ages. Tbat
is the great fault of society as it exists
to.day. It is founded on the institu-
tions and haws of Moses, instead of on
the higher precepts, found in the Ser-
mon on the Mount. Living in the era
of a new dispensation, it stili dwelts in
the spirit of the old. It forges tbat
the "IBut I say unto you " supersedes
"lwhat bath been said by tbemn of old
time."

My friend considers the expression
in question, together with some other
quotations which we will take up
singly, as hyperbole. He says, IlGod
is reported ta bave used it in bis first
cammand ta Adani, farbidding him ta,
eat of the fruit of the tree af know-
ledge, far in the day tbat thon eatest
thereaf thau shait surely die ! Adam
indeed died after eating, but flot the
same day.>

Now, I neyer looked upon this
passage in tbe s-.nse of a hyperbole. I
neyer considered the death that God
referred ta as physicil death but
spiritual, and I believe Adam did
suifer spiritual death that very day,
just as God foretohd and forewarned
hiiii. I cannot say whetber he tx-
perienced resurrectian tbereafter or
not.

Neither do I look upon that grand,
j nspiring passage, "B e ye therefore

perfect, even as _your Fa/he w/uc/j is li
Izeaven is Perect,>' as hyperbole. I do
flot think that Jesus would play wvith
words on such a grave theme. I ac.
cebt the explanation of this passage as
it is rno't felicitously expressed in the
able article by John Bunting in last
REviE-w Let us re-read that para.
graph. It is found in first colunin,
page 371. It seems ta glow with the
warrnth of inspiration.

As these two passages were taken as
hyperboles ta, sustain the hyperbolical
rendering of the cornmand, ta "lresist
flot evil" »sa whien they are found not
ta be hyperboles, by niy friend's met hod
of reasoning, the other also mnust flot be
hyperbole. But I do not see as that
-nethod of reasoning proves anything

ta he point. WVe must examine ibie
passage itself, in its own light, in the
light of otber texts, and in the light of
the life of Him who uttered it.

If I were tb supply anythirig as
explanatory I would say, " Resist not
evil, but change it by love, inta love"
When the leaven is put into the meal,
it does not res st the meal, it could
not accomplish its work in that way.
It acts with the rieal, iniparting its
own nature ta the meal, uritil the whole
lump is heavened. This I conceive 's
how love works. And when Jesus
says Il Resist not evil " be siiply
means we are ta approach it in no
other spirit than in the spirit of
love, and always in the nianner
that lave suggests. How this love
in the soul will cause us Io
act in aIl emergencies, 1 an) floi
prepared ta say. Jesus gives us a few
illustrations. IIWhosoever shal) smile
tbee on thy î-igbit cheek turn ta him
the other also." IlTo him who would
take away thy coat, give him thy cloak
also." Whosoever shahl compel thee
ta go a mile, go with him tmain'"
These passages are quite satisfactorily
exphained in the article on IIExtreme
Doctrines," by jas D. Steer, in RE-
VIEWV for -;2th mo. ist.

I am wiling ta give here one peT-
sonal experience of its admirable work-


