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passed au Acion the 15th of May, 1738,
approving of the procecdings of the Sy -
uod, and appointed him to be rebuked
and admonisbed by the Moderator at
their own bar.

* When this sentence was intimate to
Mr. Erskine, he declared. that he ecould
not submit to a rcbuke and admonition,
in regard, he was neither conscious to
himselt, nor judicially convicted of trans-
gressing the bounds of his ministerial
calling, or of uttering any thing, in his
sermon, contrary to the word of God, or
the approven standards of this chureh;
and thep gave in a signed Protestation,
dared May 14th, 1733,

“Mr. William Wilson, minister at
Perth ; Mr. Alexander Moncreift, min-
ier at Abernethy: and Mr. James
Fisher, minister at Kinclaven, adhere to
the Protestation and Declaration ; upon
which, and their refusing to retract the
<ame, the Assembly ordained, ¢ That the
four Brethren aforesaid, appear before
the Commission in August next”’

* As this severe sentence was past,
without hearing the four Brethren, in o-
pen Assembly, upon the relevancey of the
erime ailoged agamst them to infer such
a high censure, they, not being al'owed
to read it, laid upon tae table, with an
instrument, the following short paper, as
their joint speech.

“tIn regard, the veneranle Aseemlly
have come 12 a positive sentence, with-
ont hewinzg our defences, and have ap-
pointed the Commission to execnte their
sentence in Mugust, in case we do not
retract what we have done, we cannot
but complan of this uncommon proced-
ure, and declare that we are notat li-
berty to take g addir to an avisan-
dum.'™

After vanous proccedings before the
Comnicsion both 1n August and Novems-
ber ot that vear, the four Brethren con-
sinaing il of the same mind as tormer-
iv, the Coramision dud on the 16th of
Noevember, 1733, looce their relation e
their 1espective charges, and  declare
them 1o longer ministers of the Charch
of Svotland, upon which they read the
tatloning Protesration, asd gave it1othe
cerx, Baving taken instrumcans thereon

s Lihnburgh, Novemder 16,4, 1733

* We hereny adhicee te the protestati-
on tormerty entered hedore this Court;
Sothoat thed last mecvng in August, and
when we appeated first b ture this meet-
e And turther, we do protest in our
own name. and in the name of all and
S\eTY whe i our respective congregat-
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ons adbering to us; 1that, notwithstaml-
ing of this sentence, passed against us.
our pastoral relation shall be held and
reputed firm and valid. And likewise
we protest, That notwithstanding of our
being cast cut from ministerial communi-
on with the established Church of Scot-
Jand; we atill hold communion with all
and every one who desire, with us, to ad-
Lere to the principles of the true pres-
byterian, covenanted Church of Scot-
land. in her doctrine, worship, govern-
ment and discipline: And particulaly
with every one who are groaning under
the evils, and who are atected with the
gricvances we have been complaining of;
who are, in their secral spheres, wrest-
ling against the same. But, in regard
the prevailing party in this Established
Church, who have now cast ns out from
ministerial comumunion with them, are
carrying on a course of defection from
our reformed and covenanted prineiples:
and particulaily are suppressing ministe-
nal freedom and faithfulness in testifying
against the present backslidings of the
Church, and intlicting censures upon
Ministers for witnessing, by protesrations
and otherwise, against the same: There-
fore we do, for these and many other
weighty reasons, to be laid open in due
time. protest that we are obliged to make
a SECESSION from them; and that we
can have no ministerial communion with
them, till they sce their sins and mistakes,
and amend them  And in hike manner
we do protest, That it shall be lawfu!
and warrantable for us 10 exercise the
keys of doctrine, discipline, and govero-
ment, according to the word of God, and
Confession of Faith, and the prineiples
and constitutions of the covenanted
Chnreh of beotland 5 as if no such cen-
sure had been passed upon us: Upon all
which we take instruments.  And we
hereby APPEAL UNTO THE FIRST FRFE,
PAITHFUL, AND RE}ORMING GENERAL
Assi MBLY OF 1HE CHURCH OF SCOT:
LaAMU.
ERENEZER LRSKINE.
Wirrniam WiLsox.
ALEx®. MONCRIEFF.
danes Frsuge.”

In the circumstances of the case, these
ministers may be said to have been most
iniquitousiy cast out of the Church, from
the prevarling party in which, at the
same time, they seceded.  But although
the Moderate influcnce whicl accom-
plished this was predominant, it was not
00V cr\\']lclming as to prevent a re-acts
on. ‘The nest Asserutly, in 1734, 719




