
EDUCATIONAL NOT1ES AND NEW8.

the above subjeci., lately waited on the Concil of the Education
Departmnent of Bngland. The following which we extract froin
thie.Sohoolmaster, expresses the view o? the deputation :

«IThat your mernorialists regret to hold the belief that the past teaching of
the duties of home life in publie elementary schools te boys and girls has
been mnuch impeded by the pliraseology of the codes and the use of the terus
donxestic cconomy and its explanations, and they rcspectfully suggest that
such ternis xnay be abolisbed, and that plain Englisb words in common use
axnong the people, such as food, cookery, rules for health, rules for the bouse, and
thrift xnay be substitutcd. That your inemorialists respectfully urge that
these subjects should bc taught practically even in infant schoohi, being of
the first importance in every-day life, and that eaeh subject May recaive State
encouragement as class or specifie subjeets. Finally, your memorialigts yen-
turc to suggest tat measures may be taken through local action to secure thc
superint-endence of the tcaching of these subjeets by wornen, and that loeal-
tics be encouraged to offer prizes and hold public local exantinations annually,
as 18 done with elernentary drawing and science."

JM'oral and R-eligious Training of Ohildren.-This sabjeet was
diseussed ai. the mneetiing of the Ï)assaclhusetts Teachers> Associa-
tion, held during the la8t, days of' tle old year. Au abile paper
was read by Mr. G. Stanley Hall, who iaQ mnade a special study
of pedagogic subjects iu Gerrnany, -an ýabstr-act of part o? which we
reprint fromn the Journal of 'Educatiorî.

Religion is the nxost generio kind of culture as opposed to aIl seots that are
onc-sidcd, but the différenees of sects should have ne place in the education
of the young,-as well might thxe medical student attempi. the fine distinctions
of optics before studying the human eye. The religion should enter
into a child's education from the cradie. The flrst things noticed by the in-
fant are the mother's face and voîce,-the unother is the infant's God, and the
less its feelings are trained towards that deity, the leas will they be developed
later towards the truc God. As the child growa it is like a plant and lîke the
plant it should live out of doors,-nature is now ita religion,and religions train-
ing ia standing out of nature's way. Bodily training is* the bestassistance possi-
ble ln this portion of the child's religion. Next, the child's curiosity is aroused
by nature's forces, stornis, rock~s and trees. To see a natural phenounenon and
te accurately describe it may be difficult for a child, but i is admirable
training. The elements of science ahould tberefore be taught oldren for
their moral and religions effeot.

Churcli going and piety are dangerous for a cbIld, ai. least before fixe first
school year. Familiarity with sacred things will dwarf the natural curioaity
which should corne later. The child's conception of God should not be early
encoitraged, and when first encouraged it should be with a feeling of rever-
ence rather than love. That child is saîd to ba unfortunate who bas neyer
heard its parents pray, but more unfortunate is the child who ia eurly en-
couraged te frequent communication with God by prayer,-it causes self-
consciousness and retards truc religious feeling. Before the Bible is put into,
thxe bands of a cluild, it sbould be told sente of the most entertaining of the
biblical atonles, te which a series of the rnyths and traditions of other re-
ligions May be added. Then teach it the Old Testament, iu the Teacherls
owu words, as is donc iu Gcrmany, where only those specially prepared for
it are allowed te instruct cbldren. in the study of the Bible. So fat i the
life of a child there is ne essential difference in the training of the Jewish,
Catholie, and Protestant religions, and up te this point some general forin
mig'ht be agreed on for use iii Onr publie sclhools.

Now approaches one of the mvst important periods in the life of a child;


