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we inay be allowed tlîc paradox, iii someu parts 1mo1re l)oeti(al than lus poctry.
Anotiier rcv'son l'or tlis peeîîliarity iii prose wvriting, wv1îcî first atteinpted,

iluay hiave beeni, that it coîîld nlot bc all at once scen t1iat prose s110111( he. Par-
more thau poetry, the languiage of' conversotion or of' ordinnry spolzen address.
It s8hotild bu this, pruucid of' the încî'e:t colloqui-alisnis ; and to this it arrived
in Uic age ol' Addison, anîd evezi earlier. Cowlcv an d Dryderi lîad alreacly
l'ouud out thc secre't, aud wrote iii elutriiin- pro.se. But even the conivers-,,I
tion 0f' that tige pai'took of' the p)ieturc-sçlueiiess of' tbe tige itsell': it -%vas stiti
(»ormedl al'ter Uiec livalî'esqîic model in lifc audii xnaîîucrs wvhichî was.just pass-
iug awny, or1 whviich lingered on into thie tiic of' the Cliarlescq. Tue etuphut-
î:1118 of' the age of Elizabeth ivere a i'eiiaîiit of' the saine institutions and

maurbut perveî'ted juito a l'aslîion, anîd degeiieîatiîîg into foppcry. 83ti l!
anothier reason pcrliaps w-as tlîat a eertaiîi inversion and statcliuezss ot'
laîîguage are always the c1iect ol' highi, il' iîot strong cinotion ; anîd tiat iws
an tgor tiiesc were îages, of' inuchi iglier and intenser feeling tlian the l'îivo-
lotis tinies. cf Charles the Second, or the more disciplined and praetical period
of Swif't and Pope and Addisoin.

It niust, we think, have stî'uick the attentive peruiser of B'ngiisli Literature
tlmat tlic poctry of'the perioti wu are <'oiîbideriîig exhibits aetizally Iess inver-
,jion than tlue prose, and is more the laugunage of' oi'dinary conversation andi
iaifiar speech. Thiîs is partieulariy Lu bc uoted in the dramia of' the Eliza-
bethan period. It cannot, w'e tliink, have fiild to suggest itseif to the
thioughitftl student of' thuis age of our JLiterature, -why it w-as that the prose
-. as so inverted and stilted, so twistcd onît of its natural oî'der and flow, whlîe
the poctry, for the nuo.it pari, maintains the very construction and arrange-
irent that would be adopted at the pî'esent day, is even a model. which the
writers of the present day eau liardly approacli. The blank verse of' Miltozi
indeed partakes more of a latinised order or construction than is observable.
or obtains, in the drainatists, but that wvas perhaps Promi Milton's pecnliarly
chassie character of mind and habits, whilc the cIevation of his theme admitted
of' i, aud, even in son-e degree inivited it. The dialogue of' the early dî'amat-
ists is flic model to us of poctie comnposition, esperially ia dramia. it w'ould
be in vain indeed to attenipt to copy al'ter Shakspeaî'e, or imitate /ris style, but
that is l'or another reason than its tluoroughily idiomatie and appropriatqe
.English. And yct Alexander Snîitli, authoî' of' the IlLife Drama," not un1-
traly says of' Shakspeare, ývliat ail mnust have feit, altiiougli the thoughlt may
Lot bave taken any vcry positive Pormi or shape, that IlIn Shakspeare's
characters, as in his language, t lucre is si'rplusaqe, surcrabundanee the mca-
sure is hleaped and ruiugiý over. 1'rom his shcer w'ealth lie is often the mosi
undramatie of wvriters. Die is se fr-cqttently greater than bis occasion, he Las
no small change to suit his emecrgencies. and wve have gyuineas instead of
groats. ]Romneo is more fluan a moî'Lal lover', and Mectomore than a moi'-
tai -%vit ; tue kings iii the Sliah-speaii,,t world are more kingly than caftiîly
sovereigus ; Rosaliud's liLuglîtel' was neyer heard save in fhl oiest of' Arden).
lis Vcry clowns arecrncuieti witli serap.i of wisdoin spriuiging ont ni
tlîcir foolishiest speechl." * We tilink- tlîis is a truc criticisin ; and'yet, for thev
miost part, iL nleveî' oceurs to lis to think that this surpinsage is any other tlîaî
iL oughit to be-that the difl'ercnt c1iarýacters speak in a language at ail bcyouil
tlîcînscives, and utter thouglîts, auîd spor't theîii,eIves, with wvit, whviichi oni'
Slîakspeare could have put iuto tlîcir ioutlis. It secîns but tue mnost naturlýl
uitterauce of the occaýion and the cliaracter. "Fli tr'utli is wc are imbuted b)v
Slîakspeare with a higher instinCt ourselves :ther.- is a kzeener edge puit 111poî1


