Juy 3ud, 1895,

vsalem after datk, and if any were out’lhey
bad to hasten back as sooo as the sun set,
forat that time all the gates were closed,
aod not reopened until sunnse, What has
takeo place during these last few years?
The Jews have been returning in thousands
totheir native land. They are settling not
only in Jerusalem, but also outside the city
b3 walls. There was pot room enough inside
E4 thecity for all the houses uneeded. I re.
1 member the time, when I was a boy, when
there were not more than two or three
houses outside the wall. To-day there are
¥} quite as many houses outside as inside.
Jerusalem has grown by leaps aud bounds.
Today you find large districts —houses,
shops, synagoguer, eic., -outside the wall,
where ten or twelve years ago there was
nothing but fields.

Iremember the first time when the gates
k] were left open night and day. To-day they
areall left open at all times. I sometn-es
BBt call to mind that passage n Zachanah T
! Run speak to this young man, saying, Jer-
usalem shall be inhabited as towns without
wells for the multitude of men and cattle
therein.” This is already beginning to be
W} fulfiled. There are 43,000 Jews in lerusa-
B} lemalone. Teu years ago there were not
i more than 10 000 or 12,000 Jews in the city,
The population has also enormously incraas.
ed in the Country itself. 1 believe there are
Bow over 100,000 Jews in Palestine, Ten
years ago there were supposed to be only
30000, You see how the Jews have been
i icstored within the last few years. Do you
oot think we are right when we say that the
restoration has already commenced ?

Io the second chapter of Ezra, the anci-
ent sestoration of the Jews from Babylon 1s
1ecorded to have included forty and two
IR thousand, three hundred 4and three score
Ri jews. Inaddition to this there were the
| servants and singing men, the women and
iy priests and Levites, erc.  All 10ld, about
4 18,000 were restored from  Babylon at thay
g 'ime. Inour rwn day, more thaa jo.000

Jews bave returned within a few years.

S Not only has the land beea in a very ua-
@ fertile and uninviting condition, but the
¥ Turks did all they could to stop immugration
Y 10 Palestine, They made it almost mpos.
sible for the Jews to retura. They are very
jealous of the Jews. They believe that when
the Jews go back in large numbers, they
pi bemselves will bave to leave the country, I
fv iemember, only four or five years ago, when
¥ ibe Jews came to Palestine, they bhad to
g smuggle themselves in.  They had to bribe
R the officials to allow them to enter. Manya
¥ time the emigrants have arrived at Jaffa,
K and because of the presence of a Pasha,
S 1he local officials dare oot take the bribe, so
q the poor people were kept tossing on the
rough 3ud stoimy waters, within sight of
ik 120d, and yet refused entrance. Such
g scenes as these were most heart-rending. But
B3 (he objections of Turkish authorities have
g been removed within  the last few years.
f The Jews now return and buy land and

8 There is another improbability from a
g toman point of view. The Jews arenot
% wccostomed to tlll the soil. They have not

[ becoallowed to possess land for the last
K tighteen hundred years. People frequently
E skmeif the Jews can now become far-
{ mers? 1 could best answer that question
B by taking you over the twenty or twenty-
% Gve colonses which exist in Palestine alone.

§ You would be simply astomished at the
g wonderful sights you would see. There are
b LW lowns, villages, hamlets, farmhouses,
¢ tic, which had no existence ten years ago,
N oooed and worked cutirely by Jews, and
Bt wost of them by Jews who were not accus-

§ med to the land, and who were traders or
& shop-keepers, or tailors In Russia and other
f tlaces from whence they came, They are
§ Cltivating tens of thousands of acres.

B Tam afien asked, " What about the ten
g U twelve million Jews? Will they return,
§ wd cao they settle in the Holy Land 2’ In
k Gonpection with this subject isa point we
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often forget. We look upon the Promised
Laud as the land having its borders in the
North at Dan and In the South at Bazer-
sheba, We make agreat mistake when we
limit the land to these narrow regions, The
land which was promised by God to Abra-
bam stretches North-east to the Euphvates,
andon the South-west to the borders of
Egypt. [t isaslarge as ten Palestines, if
not larger, so that when the Jews return
there will be room for them aad to spare,
Therefore, that difficulty vaoishes. The
Jews all over the world are becoming 1m.
mensely rich, It is true there are maoy
poor Jews, but there are also many rich
ones. They are spoiling the Egyptiaas, the
Russians ; they are accumulating wealth in
Germany, Austria, England, America, acd
in almost every part of 1he world. 1 sol-
emuly believe the Jews are going to be the
great missionanies of the world, When
they do become so, all this vast accumulat-
ed treasure will flow 1o the coffers-of God.
Look how the Lord s work langwmishes 1o our
day simply for waot of funds and men to go
fortb. The money which the Jews will take
back to Palestine will not be used on them-
selves, but for the glory of God.

The Jews spoiled the Egyptiaoswben
they left Egypt. I ooce heard a sceptical
lecturer say that the Lord was teaching the
Jews to swindle. But he forgot that the
Jews served the Egvptians without receiv-
g a single day’s wages. And what did
God do? He said, * You are going out of
Egypt, but you are not going empty-hand.
ed. The Egypuans must pay you for the
work you have done.”

God simply made the Egyptians pay
wages for the generations of bhard labor.
For countless centurtes Christiaas robbed
the Jews. God is practically usiog the
same language as of old, “ You shall not go
back empty-banded ; you shall spoil your
spoilers ; you shall go back with plenty of
wealth, When you go back you are 10 be-
come a nation of missionaries, and you will
want this money for My work, just as the
money was wanted when the Israelies left
Egypt.”

Compare the manner in which they will
spend this wealth to the way it is now spent
in this Chnistian  country. Christan Eng-
land spent in 1892 £140,000000 on drink,
£16,000000 on tovacco, something hike
480,000,200 on other luxuries, such as
jewellery and other things. So you see that
nearly £230,000,000 was spent in that most
Christian couatry in needless luxuries. How
much did England spend last year on
foreign missions?  £1,000,000. Lst the
Tews accumulate weauh. Isee a grand
time approachiog when they will become
Christians, and when they will reverse these
figures, and wheo they will spend and be
spent in the Master's service. No longer
will the Lord's work languish. You will
bave a nation of missionaries spending their
wealth on evangelizing the world, Shall
we not pray earaestly for the time when ali
Israel shall be saved ?

THE RILLETING SYSTEM.

MR. EpITOR,—The motion on this sub-
ject which was before the General Assembly
will probably make the subject of Billeting
commissioners a live question for some little
time to come. I am aot altogether witk you
in the remark you make, editorially, when
you say, * The system basnot osly becomea
nuisaace—it has become positively degrad-
ing to religion in general and to ministers of
the gospel i particular.” Thisis strong
language and may in some measure be cor-
rect, but I for one do not feel it to be so.
Not the use but the abuse of the billeung
system is at fault, and mnisters are to
blame chiefly for the abase.

There was some amount of difficulty in
securing billets for all the commissioners at
the General Assembiy at Iondon. Why?
For several reasons. First that mumisters
to the extent of from 40 to 50 who were not
comimissioners anticipated the billeting com-
mittee and-by writing to their friends and

acquaintances secured homes for themselves
thus creating difficulty for the billeting com-
mittee. For commissioners this does not
look much like the system being consider-
ed by ministers themselves as * particulari-
ly degrading.” Second : The system is
abused by some ministers, who, not content
with being billeted themselves, when they
put in an appearance at the home to which
they have been appointed, are accompanied
by their wives, daughters, etc. Hence I
have met with cases in which families would
say : Well I don’t mind taking a delegate,
if I'was sure he would come alone. Fora
commissioner to come and bring his whole
family along with bimis certainly too much
of a good thing, and this prevails to a great-
er exteot than many people think. A third
abuse of the billeting system is that some
delegates are somewhat fastidious and if the
home assigned to them does not come up to
theiridea, or, if it is too far away, they have
not the courtesy to communicate with
their would be hosts. All things suit-
able they would accept the billet—sther.
wise they make other arraogements,

A further abuse of the question is that so
many commissioners come who create the
impression that they are not much interest-
ed in the proceedings of the Assembly, and
bence they hang about their temporary
homes too much and thus prevent the
‘““housework ” going along as it ought to.
They also create the impression that they
are on 2 holiday trip and so spend their
time in the city and in visiting the suburbs,
elc.

This is further confirmed by the votes
taken on the motions submitted. There
were from 350 to 400 commissioners present
in London. For several days I watched the
voting and in no instance was :here more
than about 200 votes cast. Supposing we add
say 3o for those engaged doing committee
work we get then only 250. Where then is
the balance ? Certainly not in the Assemb-
ly. Then there are delegates who stay too
loog, extending their visit beyond the nec.
cessary time.

From my personal koowledge and ob.
servation I am sure our people are not
anxious to abolish tha billeting system.
Where not abused the people consider it a
privilege 1o entertain God's servants who
come to do His work. No doubt the court
istoo large and a smaller number of de-
legates would do the work of the Church
more efficiently. Cut it down and let com-
missioners use, and not abuse, the billeting
system, and it would be a means of grace
—for bospitality is a Christian grace—and
not a source of annoyance and difficulty.

VERAX.
June 20th, 189s.

KNOX COLLEGE AND ITS EARLY
PROFESSORS.

MR EDITOR,~It is now over 50 years
since the wruer of this took part in promot-
ing the commencement of Kuox College,
under the Rev. Henry Esson, of Moantreal,
and Rev. Wm. Rintou), of Streetsville, who
came in weekly to give lectures. The bouse
in which they met was on James Streat,
aud afterwards when the Rev. Mr. Gale

came from Hamilton to start the Toronto
Academy it was removed to Mre. Dick's
Building, now the Queen’s Hotel,
These were the days of small things, «od at
this period all the officers gave their time
gratuitously, until fohn Buras was brought
1 from Streetsville as the first treasurer and
secular official. The writer of this was coan-
nected with Konox Church here under Rev.
Dr. Buras, and was made treasurer of the
Synod Fund, also of the Presbytery of
Torouto, and devoted his attention to sup-
ply the students who weat out to preach on
the Sabbaths at York Mlls, Scaboro, Wes-
ton, etc., when Rev. John Scott, Dr. Ure
and others were at college. Shortly after this
the Rev. Wm. Kiog joined the Church and
from the Southern States brought his pro-
perly in slaves and freed them. He bought
land from the Government to locate them at
Buxton in the county of Kent, where
they became uselul free citizens of Canada.
Joun Laipraw,
Toronto.
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"} THE COLDEN CALF. {%sp rmaii
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Home readings.—Af. Deut. v. 22-33. 7,

Fx. xxiv. 1-11. I, Ex. xxiv. 12-18. 7 Ex,
xxxii .13 A Ex. xxxii. 15-35. S Is. xliv,
10-22.  Su, Ps. cxv, 1-18.

The people were so terified at the voice of
the Lord uttering the ten commandments, that
they besought Moses to act as their mediator so
that they might not hear God speak any more.
Accordingly Moses went up unto the mountain,
and received from God directions as to how the
law of the ten commandments was to be apphed
to the affairs of Israel as a nation.  Moses return-
ed, and, writing down these directions, read them
in the hearing of the people, together with the
Moral Law on which they are based. Solemnly
the people assented to these enactments, and
agreed to take them as the guide of their con-
duct. Then Moses, with Aaron and his sons
and seventyeldersrepreseniing the people, went up
unto the mount, and there the covenant was ratifi-
ed with blood. Moses was called to goagain into
the very presence of God to receive the cere-
monial law, and directions as to the national
worship. Duning the forty days of this absence,
occurred the event of the golden calf. Let us
consider the .¢r and its exgiation.

I The Sin —Discouraged by the long
absence of the leader who had only been among
them far a short time, and forgetting the coven-
ant to which they had just subscribed a few days
belore, the people came to Aaton with a de-
mand that he should make some tangible repre-
sentation of God about which they could rally as
3 centre, seeing that ‘*the man that brougnt us
up out of the land of Egypt” has disappeared.
That their panic was great is clear from the fact
that they did not hesitate to give the golden orna-
meats that they had ** asked (as backsheesh) from
the Egyptians when they came out of that land.
Then Aaron took their gold, and after carving
the image of a calf-—perhaps an imitation of the
sacted bulls they were accustomed to see 1
Egypt~—he overlaid it with plates of gold into
which he had melted the siuaments. The com-
mandment violated was clearly the second, for
Aaron’s proclamatiop was for g feast ..nto
Jehovah.” To this the people gladly came with

their burnt offerings, which were wholly consum- .

ed upon the altar Aavon had erected before the
calf, and peace offerings, of which only cartain
portions were burnt and the remainder returned to
the offeter,that he and his friends might partake of
. A royal time they bad feasting and drinking;
and then what more natural than that they should
¢ mmence an idolatrous dance, such as they had
often witnessed in their caplivity! Not one
thought of their hearts had been hidden from
God, who now commanded Moses to return to
the camp, telling him what the people had done,
and theatening to destroy them therefore, but
s'aying His hand at the earnest entreaty of His
servant, based upon his zeal for God’s name.

II. The Expiation.—Moses' anger with
the people was great, so that he dashed from him
the stone tables upon which were written the ten
words of the law as soon as the image of the ealf
and the people’s conduct were seen by him. Then
the calf was destroyed and the gold, which
doubtless contained sufficiant alloy used in magy-
facturing the jewclery of which the plates had
been formed, to cause it to be friable, ground to
powder, it was scatiered upon the stream whence
the people drew their supphies of dunking water.
Aaron was called to account for what he had doge
and made a very lame excuse. Voluntsers were
called for to destroy the tingleaders of the
1dolatrous daace, who continued their lewdness
io spite of Moses presence, and these to the
number of three thousand werc slain., Then
after a solemo day of consecration aud search for
blessiag, Moses, who had before besought God
for His own name's sake to spare the people, re-
paired again to Mount Siaaito cftectaf possible, a
2 reconaliation between God and Isiael, Fust
he asked God 1n His mesey to forgive the people
their sin, whose enormity he does not altempt to
bide, or, if the offence must be punished, then he
prays that the people may be spared and be blott.
ed out of God's book. Mighty love 1 just such
as is required of Chustians—* that ye love one
another, as T have loved you," is our new com.
mandment from Him who loved eved unto death.
God was pleated to hear Moses’ prayer and to
forgive for His own name's sake. He will not
cast off His people but His angel will continue
with Mosesas he leads the people to the land of
promise ; however those who have sioned must
be made to know that sin brings sotrow, and a

plague of some kind was therefore sent  upon
Israel.
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