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saved, and the execution ai that purpase in time, this Chur(mast earnestîy praclaims, as standing in the farefrant ai tIrevelation af grace, the lave ai God, Father, Son and Ho'Spirit, ta sinners ai mankind, manifested especially in tIFather's gift of the Son ta be the Saviaur ai the wonld, in th~coming ai the Son ta offer Himseli a prapitiation for siiand in the striving ai the Holy Spirit witb men ta bring theita repentance.
That this Church alsa holds that ail who hear the Gospiare warranted and required ta believe ta the saving ai thesauls, and that in the case ai such as do flot believe, but peiish in their sins, the issue is due ta their awn rejection ai thGospel cail. That this Church daes flot teach, and daes ncregard the Confession as teaching, the fore-ordination ai meta death irrespective ai their own sin.
That it is the duty af those who believe, and anc end ctheir calling by God, ta make knawn the Gospel ta aIl meeverywhere for the obedience ai faith. And that while thi

Gospel is the ardinary means ai salvatian for thase ta whaîiit is made known, yet it does flot fallow, nor is the Confe5sian ta be held as teaching, that any who die in infancy anlast or that Gad may flot extend Ris mercy, for Christ',sake, and by Ris Holy Spirit, ta thase who are beyond tbireach ai these means as it may seem good ta Himn, accordingta the riches of Ris grace.
That, in holding and teaching, according ta the ConfesSion ai Faith, the corrtuptian ai -nan's wvhole nature as fallerthis Church also maintains that there remain takens ai hii

-greatness as created in the image ai God, that he passesse!a knawledge ai God and ai duty ; that hie is respansible faicompliance witb the moral law and with the Gospel ; an(that, aIthough unable witbout the aid ai the Haly Spirit tcreturn ta God, he 15 yet capable ai affections and action!which in themselves are virtuous and praisewarthy.
Tbat this Church disclaims intalerant or persecutingprinciples, and does flot consider ber affice-bearers, in subscribing the Confession, committed ta any principles incon.sistent with liberty ai conscience and the rigbt ai privatejudgment.
Thit while diversity ai opinion is recagnized in thi!Churcb an sucb points in the Confession as do flot enter int<the substance cf the Reformed Faith therein set iarth, theCburch retains full authority ta determine in any case wbichmnay arise what points fall within this description, and thus tcguard against any abuse ai this liberty ta the detriment ofsaund doctrine or ta the injury ai ber unity and peace.

THE STUD Y OF T/JE ENGLISIJ BIBLE

Tr HE practical importance of a thorough acquain-I. tance xvith the contents of the English Biblecannot be overestimated. The means of arriving at
a comprehiensive knowledge of the Scriptures in the
common English tongue were neyer so abundant and
within easy reach as they are now. It is common
enough to hear certain classes of preachers and pub-lic teachers indulge ini cheap declamation against the
use of commentaries and similar aids to the intelli-
gent understanding of the sacred text. Such dis-
paragement of commentators is no guarantee thatthose who indulge it have a comprehensive scholarly
acquaintance with the inspired writings. The opin-tons of individual exegetes may not commend them-
selves to the judgment of the student, but he may be
tolerably well as3ured that b2fore. one undertakes to
elucidate Scripture for the benefit and instruction of
others, he must, at least, have devoted much time
and careful study to the portion of Scripture he pro-
poses to examine. The slovenly use of comment-
aries is certainly objectionable. Where they are
-conscientiously used to arrive at a clearer meaning
of the text of Scripture, and to obtain an intelligent
conception of the circumstances under which the
]respective books were written, the results of matured
MYodern Biblical scholarship will be found to be of
great value.

It may, without presumption, be asked:- Dies the
P-nglish Bible, revised or unrevised, receive the
Mleasure of earnest study its importance and help-
fulness fairly deserve ? In ordinary circumstances, .
the Bible is î-ead at farnily worship, a portion may
be read devotionally in private. Its reading is lis-
tened to at the prayer meeting and in public wor-

In the neglect of good, honest, painstaking studythere is serious-loss. - How is it possible to maintain
a healthy, robust, Christian life without assigning
the chief place to tht Inspired Word? No wonder
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ch that many are beset with difficulties and perpiex-le ities ; small marvel is it that tbe moral fibre of not'Y a little 0f our modern life is feeble and flaccid.IlAction is too often guided by expediency and toon, seldom by the light of Scriptural precept. Mind'M and heart wôuld be strengthened by a systematic,
elpersonal study of the ordinary Engîisli Bible. Why
r-average professing Christian to the extent they do ?àe There is too great readiness to accept them as3t authoritative experts, simply because s0 many are
e.personally unacquainted with the scope and tenor ofof the sacred writings. Were jhe people more inti-

n mately conversant with the Scriptures, tlieir confi-e dence in the integrity and divine authority of thern onl y ule of faith and practice would not be so easilyS_ disturbed. Instead of groping the way tluroughýs perplexing damkness, thd study of the Bible wvouldîe impart a clearness of vision, increase moral st rength,
and a fuller measure of His spirit, of whom they tes-tify to many wvho in these days are sometimes in

bneedless perplexity. It is only in Hirn, in whom isis the life of men, that we can see light cleamly.
sIn some of the theological seminamies in the
United States, 50 great is deemed the importance of0 a thorough, systematic study of the English Bible,s that special chairs have been instituted for the ex-press pu rpose of its advancement. The need of9som e such provision has been increasingly felt, and

1-although experiments in this direction have beenebtrecent, the resuits cannot yet be fully estimated.
0f the value of such training to the future ministerss of the Gospel, there is no room for serious différence: of opinion. The study of portions of the -sacred
books in the original need not be disparaged in0 order to advance the study of Scipture in the Ian-f guage spoken by the people. The more thorough
the knowledge of the original text, the more com-plete will be the equipment of the preacher for theinstructive wNork of exposition ; the more intimateîy
versed h- is in the English Scriptumes, the moredirect and forcible will be his appeals to the hearts

-and consciences of his heamers. In none of ourtheological institutions is theme anything like adte-
tquate provision made for the systematic study of the>English Bible. Whether any of the faculties havegîven the matter seions consideration we are not in1a position to say; at ail events it is one deservirtg of

their attention.

RELIGION IN FRANCE.

T1 HE impressioln is general that the French areI. an irreligious people. Lt is supposed thatthe women attend mass and go to confession, wvhitethe men are usually sceptical. Such have been ac-tcepted as the broad general characteristics reli-giouslv of the French people. The impression hasin the past had a certain basis of fact for its sup-port. To a certain extent it is true still, but thereare now unmistakable indications that a morehopeful state of things is likely to supervene. Theabsence of religious conviction is healthy neither fora nation nor an individual. A dreary, aid peiod tof unbelief neyer satisfles. The ineradicable in- iistincts of the human heart long for somethingye- tter than cold and cheerless negati on. bhreae t
various evidences thata ieo healthy reaction i aiComing to the French people. Lt is said of the dLatin Quarter of Paris that a new spirit is begin-ning to animate its denizens, who have not hithertoPbeen noted for their circumnspect conduct. Many of elthe students are manifesti ng a spirit of thou ghtful v

uselulness in vartous directions. Societies have gce n aiformed for the better observance of the. S-ibb-ithtel
and pr he romtionof ocil prity May oherItimoiand r elprmion of scisalrty. Many protethi
mot i ad reigius aences re a wok toprooteanthe spiritual welfare of the people, and most ofthem _jciare meeting with eflcouraging results. The religi- sb,ous outlook in France is 'more hopeful than it has fi.been for many years. mi
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ST. NicHOLAS. (New York. The Century Co.)-The Augustnumber of this admirable magazine bas respect to the season and is

unusually attractive.

THE I/Zustraled News o] lte Warid, the American edition of theLindon publication, gives prominence in its pictorial pages toalal in-
teresting events as they transpire.

LITTELL's LIVING AGE. (Boston : Littell & Co.)-Recènt
numbers of this valuable weekly contain excellent selections (romn the
hest current literature af thc day.

OUR LITTLE ONRS AND THE NURSERY. (Boston : The Rus-sell Publishing Co.)-The speciil merits of this monthly (or littlereaders are many. The reading matter is bright, cheerful and instruc-tive and the illustrat ions are af decided menit.
IIARPER'S Y'OUNG PEOPLE, (New York : Harper & Brothers.)-The class for whom this weekly publication is designed is large, in-teresting and hopeful. The magazine is specially fitted ta amuse, re-

fine and instruct its readers.

THE RFEXI OF THiE CHURÇHRS. (Lindan: lames Clarke& C.)-The July number of this ably-conducîed magazine in addi-tion ta its ordinary contents bas for special featurcs a remarkably able,paper an 6'The ' D-irkest England ' Social Scheme " tram the Penai Archdeacan Farrar. It is powerful and sympathetic ; " TheFuture ai Religion in America," by Prafessor Briggs and Dr. Brad-ford, and full special repart af ' The Reunian Conference at Grindel-
wald."

-THrE CRITICAT. REviEw 0F THEOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHI..
CAL LITERATIJRE, Edited by Proiessar S. D. F. Salmond, D.D.<Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark.)-This *is a quarterly but flot ai thepanderous arder. Ta ministers, studens, andi aIl interested in the-olagical and philosophic literature it affords valuable aid. Thenotices af aIl new natewanthy warks are in reasanable compass andby men ai insight and schalarly ability. Prafessor Macalister, Cam-bridge, A. Il. Sayce, Oxford, Benjamin B. Warfield, Princeton, andGeorge Adam Smith af Glasgow are among the cantributors ta- thecurrent number.

THE OLD ANI) NEwV TESTAMENT STUDENT. (H-artford, Cann.:The Student Publishing Co.)-The August numrber cantains paperson Il Proiessor Otto Pfleiderer--the Character ai the Man and RlisWork," " Tht Expedition ai the Bibylonian Exploration Fund,>" Some Notes frram Berlin an Biblical Study in Germany," IlA Day'sJ aurney in the Desert," IlMessianic Prophecy," "lThe Farmaf Prin-cipal ai the Reformation," " Sgme Recent Criticisms ai the PaulineEpistles," IlThe Book ai job in Other Literatures," IlThe Study afthe Original Texts," "'The Founding ai tire Christian Church," andthe usual departmnents are as interesting and profitable as they gener-
ally are.

KNOX COLLEGE MONTHLY. (Toronto:- The J. E. Bryant- Co.)-The number is one ai great excellence.' Dr. Laing cantributes theapening paper on IlThe Alleged Protest ai Nature against Miracles;"Rev. A. B. Winchester states "The Chinese Problem ; " Rev.Robert Wallace supplies interesting " Reminiscences ai Student Lufein Canada Fuft7 Years Ago, and the Onigin ai Two Presbytcrian
Colleges ;" Dr. Pansons shows IlThe Need ai Biblical Study in aurCongregations ;" Professor Thomson gives a sympathetic sketch aithe career af the late Mr. Thomas Logic W. D. Kerswill recountsIlaRman Catholic Opposition in the Foreign Field ;" and DavidCarswell Points aut IlDiivie Agency in Modemn Missions."

THE LAKE MAGAZINE. (Toronto : Lake Magazine PublishingCo.)-We ext 'end a cordial welcome ta this new Canadian literaryventure. The first number cantains several contributions an topicsof varied interest by well known members af the jaurnaîistic profes-sion. Mr. W. T. Tassie contributes a poem aof decided menit. Acommendable feature ai the magazine is the free field it affords forhe discussion ai subjects ai current interest, by writers who bavendividuality ai opinian. Space is afforded for the free expression aithe writers' awn views. They are at liberty ta spcak according tatheir convictions. The Lake Magazine accupies a field ai its awn,nd under the management ai its cxperienced and campetent editor itdes-,rves every encouragement, and aught ta have a large circulation.
AN illu3trated editian ai Green's "IShort Hlistory a1 the EnglisbPeopie "-a work wbich bas probably been mare widcly read andnjoyed than any other ai its kind-is in preparatian, and thç firstolumne will soon be publisbed by Hlarper & Blrothers. The illustra-ao n s ba v e b e e n s e le c te d w it b th - u p a e ai r r yingut h e f v o u r

talian Oil NI-aster Series supplies superb illustrations and apprecia-
re comment. Edmund Clarence Stedman's essay on "'The Natur end Elements ai Poetry " deals this montb witb IlTruth." "6The:osen Valley," "4The Chatelaine ai La rinité," several excellentaort stories, and some seasonable poems ai great menit, as is fitting,
id a place, along with the regular depantmnents, in this handsome
idsummer number.


