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the vatious Presbyteries showed that a large deficit ot shortage of
the sum asked was far too common.  Especially was this noticeable
among ‘hc raral Presbytenies a,d rural Cuutches 1 nther Prsesby
tetfus,  In conclusiun the speaker suggested the preparation of &
arcular by ihe Ass.mbly, caibng upm the pesple to make mnre
exertion toward 2 vetier suppurt fur the retired pastors. It wasa
cvm msa clam amvay the w.a of the taral disincts and among busi
ness men that the auaisters should make provistun for their old age
as layauen had to du. tlow wuch justice was in that contention
would be seen when he sta.ed that nrty two of the six'y-one men
. ousy on the fund had . ¢ «m.s of $600 and under ar the tune of their
retigement. M. Maed snald conuiaded by relating cases of hardship
of winsters who suffe cd want (hrough the lack of respect of the
Presvytetsan Charct tunard stsell and the men wao lab «ured for it.
The repart was telecred vack tur ¢onsubiattrn with the cormmitree
havipg 10 charge tue apphcaiuns of mimsters desirous of retiring
from the misisity fur thet cuncurrence in the decisions acrived at.

The Gait case was sesumed 10 the alternoon,

Tne Rev. D.. Lung, 1n a speech marked by careful thought, and
fine sympathy, cleatly «Xpressed, moved the {ollowing motiun @ Dis-
wiss the appeal and suswan the uecision of the Synod and the other
cvurts vy which the appellants are su.pended from Church privileges.
10 terms of the jadgment of the pomaty court. The Assembly
adsctivnat-ly bescech the  appel an.s prayeeluily to consider their
peculiar views and pusitiun, an e light wiich has now been cast
thereun, and cXxpress the tupe that tacy will respect and yield
obedieace to thejutgment ol the supreme court, and submit to the
authorty of the Ses iup, so that they may conuinue to hive in peace
and love as members ot the Crurch, with which they have been
hitherto assucisted, and the prv.lege of betag connected with which
they profess so bighly to pnze.

Ctuel Juguce Taglur scconded the resolution in a briefl speech,
in the coutse of whcn he spoke 1n the must kindly terms of the
appellants, an ] their demeanour since they had come into Court.

Dr. Ure¢ made a briet addiess, and concluded by moving that the
case be remitted to a commuttee. [t was seconded by Dr 1 aidlaw,
but was subscquently wundrawn  Presideat Fortest, Dr. Duval,
Dr. MacVicar, and Dr. King, spuke birefly on the various phases of
the case up to the hour of adjourninent.

The tirst business 1n the evening was the appointment of the
Standing Cummuties. The teport of the commnttec appoioted to
nominate them being presented by Rev. Dr. Campbell, Montreal,

TEMPERANCE. *

The main business of the evening was the discussion of the report
on Temperance, presented by Rev. Peter Waoght, B.D., Conveaer
of the Lummittee.  This rep ity vne of the mos. important presented
to the Assemb y, contatned a geeat deal of valuasle information on
the Lusning question of Tmperance,  Same of the statements made
give evideace of a cluse siudy uf the whole matter at issue. The
gradual growth ot the conviciiva that in prohibition alone will be
found the cute to the evils of drink 1s voiced 1n these seatences.
Ontatio  has just passed throvgh an instructive phase of her
struggles wuh the rum power.  For while she wages her grand moral
warlaie against this cuemy wihowt cessation or abatement of zeal,
and has been brought 1o a 1u fe pause in the more legal aspects of her
conflict—a pause, huwever, which she will doubiless unlize in forging
some more c¢ficclive weapon with wmich to jegally vaoquish this
inveterate foe uf our country and ol cur race. Her net yain nas
been a large inciease of valuable expericuce.  Out of this has sprung
the fitm coavictivn that no legal mcasuee cao avail in this struggle
that aims at anything less than the ¢nure destruction of a traftic so
palpably and iunerenly vie.  That the question has assumed no new
phase in Quebee, that in the Maaume Provinees, temperance prin-
ciples bave theic strungest hold, are 1acts noted by the committee. 4
numters ot qucalions as tothe cx ent of theevils of intemperance, elc.,
and the sieps taken by the vanuus congregatiuns towards the enlight-
edment of the people, wereseat to the various Presbyteries by the
commiitee, sl from the answers, it is apj arent that the liquor tratlic
is & great cause lor anxicty, and that to combat it, the Churches have
es ablished vatious suCieties i cun: ectiun wih their services  In answer
to the questions as to the extent to which lucal uption, or othe: segulu-
tivns are cnfutced in the various dis nicts, ot appears that the com-
plainis of the fallaze ot the prulumiury ant penmissive  ineasufes are
largely due to untaviurable poliucal wilaence, the fear of wfiending
the hquor pany, a low moral to0e which cundones perjury 1 the
intetests of the traffic, and dificulty in obtating detectives.  From
Ontatio this year there have come a larger pumber of ** No's ™ to the
question ** Do you Think the People are Ready for Prohibition ?”
but frum the other secuuns ol the countty, the 1eplies are much the
same as last year.

The seport cuncluded wih the following recommendations. (1)
That we agsin declare our conviction that the uaffic in intoxicating
L.quor 1s cuntraty tu the Word ot Gad ; that our people should guard
against any cumphiciy with it any form whatsoever ; that s total
suppressiun by the State is the pri-per goal of all true temnperance legis:
lation, and is vne of the worthiest aims of an enhightened Christian
philaothropy ; and that sympainy with prohibitoty legislaion should
be deemeu au essenual yualificauua 1o those who represent us in the
pailiaments of our coun ty. (2) That we renew our testimony to the
cfi.ct that the Go pet of Chrst alune can uplift and bless the race.
puniy and save suci.y, aud make ul us a temperate and prosperous
peuple ; and we w.uid thecelote express our pratitude to God that,
10 cumbating the evus ot intemperance, the Courch has kept Christ
and his Gospel so conspicuvusly in the fote ground as the sole
retuge of perishing men, and the suvereigo remedy for every1ll. (3)
That this A semusy, recoguzing the value of wise Christian teaching
on this sutJeCi, wowid urge on the mintsters and office-bearers of our
Chutch the tmpurtance ot waking a leading part in so muulding public
sentiment, ana in sy educaung the public cunscience as to secure the
catly and total prohib iun ot the liquor uafiic.  (4) o view of the
ackoowledged fact that mach of \he wine 0! commerce is exceed-
tagly 1mpure, we wWuuld 8ifus gy urge un all the Sessions of our Church
the dury of secwii g, 8s far as p saible, the pure **fruit of the vine”
for use 10 the sactsmeut uf ti ¢ supper,  (§) That we express cordial
appruvai of the provisiun made o 36 mauy Provinces ot our Dominion
tor punlc schiol tnstruciion in scienuhic temperance 5 our extieme
sausfactiun with the recent aciiun of the New Biunswick brard of
education touchirg this walter; our graieful acknowledgment of the
further advanganent wade 10 Onariy, in allowing value for this sub-
ject at the cnuance cxaminauons ; and our hope that in all our
Provinces, this subject will soun be 1aserted 1n the curriculum of the
s.hools, and  be  placed 1n every respect oo an equal footing with
other important branches ov study.  (6) That while repudiatiog ary
sympathy whatever with the license sysiems, and guarding against any
word or actions that might be construed 1nto willing tolerance or
or approval thereof ; yet, seeing the larger patt of our Domanion is at
present under license, this Asscinbly vould urge and encourage the
members and adheiems of ous Chutch to take the fullest advantage
of cach and every prombitory feature of the license acts—such as
re luciog the hours in which hqaor can be sold ; banishing it entirely
fiom any gwven toca ity ; aad generally, 1n so hedying in the traffic as
to greatly peomote pubac morahity and dumestic peace.  (7) That we
tecord our appreciatiud ol services rendered to the cause by many of
our most ptuminent public § surnals ; by various temperance societies,
and e-peciatly Ly the Women's Chrstian Temnperance Unions
throughout the land. '(8) That we renew the recummendation of
past years 10 form temperance sozicties and bands of hope in our con-
giegations, under the supervistun of Sessions and  Sabbath school
teachers ; and that the Assembly’s Commitice on temperance be
quested to diaft 2 sutable consutution for such societies, and  sub-
niit it to uext Assembly. (9) That the commiitee be again authorised
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to carry out, as soon as practicable, the instruction of the last
Assembly as to petitioning the Domioion Parliamant,

Me, Wright made a forcivle 2ad eatnest” speech ln preseating the
report. Mr. Walter Paul, of Muatreal, moved the adoption of the
report. He said that, in his opinion, one of the greatest evils to be
contended against by the Church wa3 intemperance  As one of the
yaung men whom they had heard on the wotk of their missionary
life the other evening had told him, the greatest evil he hsd to fight
against in the mission wotk was the drink evil.  One of the troubles
with this repott in the past had been that a nuinber of the members
of the Assemblly had been afraid of *he wortd legislation in theit
recrmmendations. They were alraid of downg anything to compro-
mise the Church, and he had no doubt that some of the objectors
would be heard at this Assembly. Proceeding to view the situation
in detail, the speaker gave a shost sesume of the tecent temperance
legislation in Quebee, and the repeal ol that legislation consequent
on the efforts of the figuor men. One of the most serious of the evils
resulting {rom that appeal was that th: Government had taken away
the right of ptivate prousecution, and the temperance people, having
to leave all iniiations 1n lhiquor prosecutions to the Government,
were now alwost helpless.  Although in Quebec there was hittle in-
temperance in the Courch, the fact that there was great deal in
the community was a sufficient reason for labour in the cause. The
Church had not exerted hersell as much 1n the past as she maght have
done ; in the future he tsusted that such a thing could not be said.
The youthful community were cnticising the action of Church mem
bers, and watching for their example, anid if evil were done a good
deal of responsitntity lay at the door of the man who refused to give
a good example. Toucning upon the repeal of the Scott Act in Un-
tanio, Mr. Paul said that he did not consider that repeal an unmiti-
gated evil.  Already, as the report said, the congregations in Oa-
tario that had wartcned the operations of that Act were beginning
to state that the Act, inethcient as 1t was, sull had done a great deal
of good, 1o the future, when the time lor decisive action arrived,
they would be found ready to vote for a more stnct measure than
the Scott Act. The suggestion in the report, ** Teach the people,”
was valuable, and the Cauich, as the most important educational 1n-
stitution, should give no uncestain sound on this subject. It would
be well that all muusters, in denouncing this great evil from the
pulpit, should be able tosay, * I never use hquor myself,”

Hoao. Senator Vidal, ia seconding the motion to adopt, said
that he felt the elders did not take a prominent part 1n the
discussion, and so when asked to second the adoption of the
repott, he could not refuse. Ile was thoroughly in sympathy with
the cause, and could not see 1n the report a single sentence that
could be taken up in an objectionable way. The influence of ex-
ampie he behieved to be most important, and hejtrusted the mem-
bers of Assembly would lay to heart the words of Mr. Paul.  The
great work of God s childien on earth was to aid the extension of
Chrnist’s kingdom, and whea ail the Presbytenes of the Church juined
in speaking of drink a3 the greatest barrier in the way of the spread of
the Guspel, surely ministers might aid the cause by every means
their power by persunal example as well as by precept.  Conunuing,
the Senator gave a short history of the legislation that culminated
in the Scott act, and claimed that ninety-nine men 1n every hundred
being now prohbited by the license law from selung hquor,
was only natural that the Protubitionists should ask that the hun-
dredth man be prohibited as well. A new feature had entered
into the calculations ancnt the liquor question—the fees of the
licensed ones. He regarded such fees as the price of blood, and
surely when the chief priests and Pharisees had a scruple to accept-
ing money that was the price of bloos, the Assembly should not
allow that to have any weight with them.

The first recommendation was then moved by Rev. R. Waght,
and on the call lor amendments Kev, D. J. Macdonnell stepped up,
and after a few remarks, expressing sorsow that the committee con-
tinued to make recommendations that could not be endursed by the
minority, moved an amendment. tHe desired to point out that the
report placed Prohiition fitst and the Gospel of Christ second.
Whether that were done atentionally or not 1 did not lovk well.
He would move in amendment that the second recommendation be
placed first.  Mr. \Waght seconded the amendment, and ic was car~
ried amid laughter, Mr. Macdonnell evidently not being quite pre
pared for the easy acquiescence of the Convencr of the Commattee.

The matter having deen disposed of, Mr. Macdonaell then moved
the following amendment to clause 1, now standing as clause 2: We
declate our conviction that the trafic 1n intoxicaung hquor, espec-
ially the indisctiminate sale of hiquor in saloous, s accompanied by
enotmous evils, and that it is one of the worthiest aims of an en-
lightened Chnstian philanthropy to reduce, and, if possible, extin.
guish these evils by wise legislation.  Speaking to his amendment
Mr Macdonnell expressed his conviction that he could not acquiesce
in the statement that the traffic in iquor was contrary to the Word
of God. The preamble tojbe logically fullowed out should conclude by
saying that the traffic being conwary to the Word of God, therefore no
man should be aduntted to membesship who took any part either in
buying, selling or using liquor.  The Church was not prepared for
that, and he huped it would be a long time before such an illiberal
motion would be carried in the General Assembly of the Church
They spoke of this question as one of the first importance legis-
lauvely. He believed there was one question of paramount wmpor-
tance at present, and to that quesuon legislauve acuon should be
directed.

Mr Carnegie, of Peterhorough, seconded the .amendment in a
word.

Rev. Dr l.aing spoke to the amendment, and recalled the time at
Montreal when uply a few had voted agamst the Church taking
any stand in segard 10 legislation.  The dnit of events had proved
the wisdom of their course in dissenting at that time He was a
Prohibittonist, but he could nor endozse the recommendations of the
Committee. The amendment left them free 10 accept Prohibition
or any vther measure they might give. He took the posinon on the
Temperance question that h.s representative in Parliament was better
able to judge of the wisdom of legistation than he was, and so he left
the matter in his hanod,

Rev. G M. Milligar sympathized with the resolution of Mr.
Wright, but he could not endorse it.  Although a Prohibitionist,
who believed and hoped that Prohibition would yet be the law of the
land, he could not endorse that resolution, He hoped that Mr.
Wright would not divide the Assembly on this question when so
many wete with im on principle.  He did not like to hear men on

the floor of the Assemby speak of the iquor feces as the price of

blood. They raised feenngs that should not be brought up. Let
them be wise and not cause discocd and make new doctrines that
were not in the word of God.

Rev. Dr. Kellogg said the Committee had done a wrongin forc.
ing many of them to oppose this rcsolution, which declared ¢ that
the traffic in intoxicating liquor is contrary to the law ot God.” For
his part he could not endorse a resolution which condemaed the Holy
Son of God, his Saviour who made wine, not sweet syrup, at Cana
of Galilee He believed the eating ot meat and the drifflking of wine
to be neither right nor wrong in themselves but rather morally indif-
ferent. Occaslons were when under special circumstances they both
became awfully wrong. He could not supportthe resolution because it
made tae refraining from the liquor trade a term of communion.  He
had nat scen the last deliverance of the Presbytenian Churches of the
States on the result of the Philadelphia meeting, but from the drift of
events in certain Churches he woula not he surprised if they prohibited
all engaged in the hquor trade or having complaiity in it from ap-
proaching the communic table. If that were so the Presbyterian
Church of America had taken a course that would prevent the Lord
Jesus Christ from taking part in His own sacrament, He stood
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ready to give an adcount of his wotds to the Master, whom alone he
desired to please. He spoke of the results of the high license law in
Pittsburg, which had reduced the nuwmber of salouns from 1,543 to
ninety-three and had changed the state of the city to such an extent
that while in Lis former residence he could not go to church without
meeting drunken men he had on a recent visit of weeks seen only one
or two drunken men. He was enthusiastic over that result, as were
all ‘good men in Pittsburg.  Thie reduction of the number of saloons
was a good thing, but it would be better 1f they were dune away with
altogether. But he did nut believe it wise to admit, without qualifi-
cation, the sweeping statement of the report.  \While he claimed for
himself a sincere desire to please the Lord, he claimed no more for
himsell than he conceded to others.

Rev. Dr. McMullen said he would rather have avoided speaking,
but felt it his duty to say something, He quoted the statement of the
repost, ** The Assembly again affirms the view that the liquor waffic
1s contrary to the Work of God.” There was a difference belween
the hiquor teaffic in all possible forms and the liquar traffic as it existed.
He referred to the debate in Halifax, 1in which this matter had been
gonc into, and showed that there was the jualifying word, general, as
epplied to the hquor traffic.  He hoped the Assembly would pause
belore adopting a report that it ' apain*’ afirmed and asked the Con
vener of the Committee when the Assembly had ever before nffirmed
that the liquor traffic was contrary to the Word of Gad.

Rev. Mr, Wright, as Convencr of the conmittee, said he was not
aware of the reason for putting in the word ** general,” e bLelieved
that the Assembly had previously adopted the declaration unquali
tiedly, but was not sure of 1t. He had no oujection to the insertion
of the word ** general,”

Rev. Dr. McMullen—Then I have gained my puint.

Hon. G. . Ross next addressed the Assembly. He said :—In
carrying on ta a certain extent with many able colleagues throughout
the Province of Ontanio an agitation in favour of prohibitory legisla-
tion, for the last fificen or tweaty years, I found .. exceedingly help-
ful 10 me, 1n dealing with the yuestion before mixed audiences, to be
able to show that the Church courts had approved of Prohibitory
legistation, We had in that respect, and in that respect [ think they
were the pioneers, the authority of some ot the largest Methodist
Conferences o favour of more restrictive legislation so far as the
liquor traffic 1s concerned. I think later, but in good time, the
Presbyterian Assembly declared its adhesion to that view, and when [
had a seat in the IHouse of Commons I found the support and sym.
pathy of these Church courts carried exceeding great weight, because,
whatever may be said of legislatures, they have a very high opinion
of the judgment of Church courts in moral matters. 1 would be
excecdingly sotry if the great Presbyterian Church in Canada should
recede one hair’s-breadth. {Cheers,) 1 think, sir, it would be a
calamity second to no other calamity that could belal this country.
[ say that as a Presbytenan, as an advocate of Temperance and as one
who has done something during the last twenty years to cultivate a
healthier state of public opinion on this question. I am not going to
quarrel with Dr. Kelloggor Dr. McMullen—in fact, I would hate to
quatrel with any of these doctors. The distinction was drawn with
the liquor tsaflic as a whole and the liquor traffic as it exists. Butl
want that the Assembly should. bring its whole influence to bear
against the liquor taffic as it exists and let the public understand
clearly what we mean. Wecannot afford to be misunderstood on
this question, f I judge the country aright. We cannot afford to let
the young men of the country think that we are hailting between two
opinions. We cannot afford to let the House of Commons know
that we have halted or takeh back geound on this matter.

Rev. Principal MacVicar, stated that the Word of God being

-opposed to all evils, and the motion and the amendment being alike

n speaking of the liquor traflic as an evil he did not see the necessity
of dividing the house unless something was concealed under them.
Refetring to the statement of a distinguished member of a former
Asscmbly that the Scout Act had been trampled under foot, the
speaker satd that he had hived long eaough to sce the whole decalogue
trampled under foot. e was mot piepared to say whether the
failure of the Scott Act was due to inherent weakness or to the
inherent weakness of multitudes who should have supported it.
They had drawn a fine distinciion between drinking and drunkenness,
but he found that very often the first led to the other. In regard to
the statement as to whether certain liquors were of a given nature he
would not stay to pass an opiniovn, and agreed with the greatest Tem
perance leciurer he had ever heard, Dr. Hall, of New York, that ‘the
present was no time for casuistry, but for work that would put an end
1o this great evil.

Dr. Campbell, of Montreal, said he had begun his teaching in the
belief that Sciptural wine was not intoxicating, but he had been Jed
to change his opinton after great research. e could not endorse
the opinion that the wines of Scriplure were not intoxicating, but he
behieved with the others that this was not 2 matter to prevent work
along Temperance lines. He desiced to correct the impression of
Mr. Ross that the men who dissented from the resolution did so on
account of opposition o Prohibwen. It was rather because they
desired to oppose the passage of an extravagant resolution, and get
one on which all could agree, that they had taken the action they
did.

Rev. Prancipal King, in a few sentences, expressed disbelief in
the statement that the hiquor traffic was ¢ intrary to the law of God
tHow far would such a sratement carry them? la favoured Oatario
there were vineyards, and by a wide construction of the phrase, the
men engaged in that industry would be ruled out asengaged ina
traffic contrary to the law of God. Some years ago a Police Magis.
trate, in answer to a deputation that waited on him in regard to the
traffic, had suggested this very thing, that the Church should prevent
the mea engaged 1n the traffic from taking membership.  Although
enormous cvils flowed from the traffic be did not believe with Prin-
cipal MacVicar that the traffic itself wos an enormous evil.  Well, he
certainly bLelieved what he said.  Concluding, the Doctor said the
matter was one mote {or the parhaments to deal with than the
General Assenubly as at present constututed. He was sorry that the
resolution shouid be framed 1n such a way that they, most of . them
abstainers, and all of them recogmsing the evils of the traffic, could
not support 1it.  If the Chureh passed the resolution, the next step
ou;{z{l}u to be the ruling out of the Church of all men engaged in the
trathic,

Professor Bryce objected to the logic that asked them to exclude
certain men from the Church because the traffic they were engaged in
was contrary to the Word of God. They should rather keep them in
and try tolead them toa better and clearer light. He coancluded
by stating that he supported the tesolution in the name of the people
of the great Nosth-Wes:,

Mr. Wright replied briefly to the arguments which had been
brought forward against the report and the resolutions.

Rev. Mr, Macdonnell’s amendmnent was voted down, but over
thinty voted in favour of it. .

Dr McCurdy moved in amendment, That we declate our convic-
tion that the existing teaffic in intoxicating hiquor is contrary to the
spirit of the Word of God. This was also voted down. The reso-
lution was carried and the Assembly adjourned.

SEVENTH DAY

The first business of importance at the morning session was the re-
ception of the resolutions on the Jesuit Estates Act.

Rev. Dr. King presented the report of the Committee on the
Jesuit question, which he explained was of the nature of a deliverance
for the Assembly, as foliows :—Resolved, To express emphatic con-
demnation of the Act passed by the Province of Quebec 'incorporat-
ing the Order of the Society of Jesus, commonly known as the Jesuits,
particularly on these gtounds:—That the body «thus incorporated is



