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PRF.S1YTÉPRY 0È GUELP1a. The timtt business of
tic ?resbytery, at their metngoTue y ' fc
making up thc rail and reaciing thc minutes'of previogs
mreetings,.Was to examine the statistical returus of
cQugragations in thc bounds. bn connection witl this
a. valuable paper was read by Mr. MçIDonald, siowing
wlat caci one had doue in~ tic way of 'Contributions ta
the different sciemes of the Churcl, and forthe sup-
part of thc -Go P'el within itself. Attention was aiso
caliéd ta thec casa of those who laid not contribu ted ta
any or. ail of thc scharnas, and the Clark was iinstructed
ta write tiamn on thc subject. Mr. McDonald's'papers
was ordered ta be priuted, so that a copy might be
plaèed in :eachifamily. Mr. Caméiron reported , from
tic Cammnittee appointad ta arran,geé for holdiuîg a
S.S. Conference, recommending -tînt it be lai ed in
Knox Clurci, Acton, ýon tic second Tuesday cf Janu-
ary, bëginuing ini tic evening, and gave a prog-aznia
of praceedings,, ýnd 4 iist of quesips te be'sent ta
Sabbatî Scisools foi tise" purpose of collccting statis-
tîcal information.ý The report wa-s adopted. The
Clark brougit up tic state of tic Synod Fund, and
read' over, tie names of congregations that lad flot
paid in ta it A schema of Missionary sermons and
meetings was submitted and approved. Thc Germais
Mission Committee gave in their repart recommend-
ing tic discontinuance of that mission after the Middle
of January n ext, and tiat cangregations be requestedl
ta conitribute for the disciarga of tic liabilities it las
incurred. Thc spècial committee on the arrangements
of difficultias existing in the Garman congregatian, Ét
New Hamburg and on thc times of service by the Ger-
man and English cOngregatians in Preston,' wàs
read and appraved. Mr. Charles Davidson reéported
fram tic Camrnittee appoiuted ta look after certain
dhurci property in Puslici, stating the steps taken
since ita last meetling f>r. its sacurity ta the Clurcs.
.Mr. Camnpbell câlled thë àttchtiÔn of tic Pres .bytéry ta
tic actioni of tic Presbytery of Toronto, as reported i
the " Globe" of thc 7ti Navember, in praceeding ta
orga nze a congragatian at Baliinafad, and the Clark
was instructcd ta correspond witl that Presbytery on
thc matter. A circular on Sabbath Sclool work wasrreferred ta tic Committee on Arrangements, for hold-
ing the usual annual Presbytcrial Sabbatl ScIool
Conférence. A vcry long time' was spent aver peti-
tians from thc congrcgatian of St. John's Clurci,
Garafraxa, resuiting in thc appointment of a Prasby-
feril visitation of tiat congregation, ta be hld on tIe
first Monday of Decembar, beginning, at twa o'clock
ln tic aftcrnoon. An applicatian was read from par-
tics at Drayton, asking that a preaching station lieropened tiere, and pramising a certain aum towards
paymnent of expenses. Thc Cierk was autiorized ta
write ta thc Sessions cf congregations iikely ta le af-
fected by granting the application. The next regular
meeting was appoiuted ta be leld in Knox ClurcI,
Actais, on tic second Tuesday cf January, at tan
o'clo-ck, forenoon.

GOD raveals himself lus thc Moral Law. It naaded no
voice fram thc roliig darkness, it ncedcd fia articulate
thunder leaping among the fiery hlis, ta persuade mankind
that 1'God spake tlase words and said. " For that Iaw was
written on their hearts, their conscience also beariugt1cm
witness. The Jews believe that tise souis of allJews, for
gencratians yat unborn, ware surnmoned from thair anta-
natal home ta hear thc deliveranca of thc Fiery Law; aud,
wlan a Jew is clarged witl wrong by affother, le says,
" My soul fao lias been on Simai." But it is not the souls
of Jews aniy, but of ail mankind wlio lave beau tîcra. it
us there that thay learned fIat autadikaian which is un-
changeable but by tisa Will of God. Nay, not there, but
long befare tIc volcanic farces upheaved from. the bases cf
thc world flase granite crags, whcnever first the daad dlay
began fa flush sud breatle witl the uncansuming fire, tIen
sud fIýe.wcrc learned these eternal distinctions of rigît sud
wroug. "bIn h»glest heaven fliey lad their birth, neitler
did thc mottai race of men begat tisem, nor shall ohlivion
ever put thees to deep ; the. power of God is mighfy in
fhem, sud groweth suaf oid." Thera hloohroÉ-ýrmn miglut well1 dai of ai tginas. thilospe leldfd
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GODNTEXT -" lam> ready te proadli tbe gospel
ta you slAt arc at Rame also; for 1 am net amlamad of
tIc .fospel of Chlrit'-Rom. i. 15, 16-
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Acts 'xxviii. 11-13--. The gospel in Rame.
Phil. i. 11-......... The fvrtherAnceof thse gospelý.
PhileM. 1-25 . Paul in al.d age.
Eph. vi. 10-24.-.. .A n aMbassadôr iu bonds.'
Col: iVr. 1-8... Sy*spàthyiftbonds.-
PhuL, iL 3 .Lc of.srarviççs~pid
Phul. iv. i19-z2....AU thipgs tlirougl Christ.

-, 'HLPS TO '5TUDY.

At thc end- of tîrca ,toths, tie early sprihig was corne,
(Febrgary), and' the sea, was'smôotli. *'Tihe centurion hired
a slip totike bis whftlé comnpainy to ti shores of, Rame.
The sli'p sailad with-a fair wmnd t<ý ltaly., till it cam e tc'a
fine: haibor called Pâteoli, more 'than ohé hundred'miles
from Rome. LiBera 'tihe kind julius allowed . Paul to
spend seven days with bis friends.

For here wera found brethren. H Low mudli must the
* despisad sect of Nazarenes have grown. Thc remnarkable
courtesy of the centurion ta the apastie would seem ta mndi-
cate that ha must have became a Christian. for le disregards
bis own interests for tise-spiritual good of others.

They now set aut an. their overland journey by the famous
Appian wayr, "thc qucen of roads, " ta great Rame. (Note
1.) On the, way two daiegations of brethren met, him, anc
at A*ýppii Forum, forty.three miles from ýRame;. and the
other at Tise hree Taverns, thirty-three miles froni
Rome. They brouglit great comfort ta 'the apastie, Who
thanked 'God àtid took 'courage. It was naot that bis
hardships wcre ove;ý but that le cauld more resoluteiy fâce
thema.,

What power and: blassing alida -in real Christian friand-
Éhip and sympathy.

On their arrivaf at Rome tise prianers were delivcred up
ta thc captain -of tise guard, that is the prefect of the pre.
tarian guards. Tise latter of Festus and thc report of the
centurion were so favourable ta thc apostie that hae was not
kept, as was usual, in the prison adjoining thc pretorian
camp, but was alaowed ta dweil by llmsclf in his own
house, witl anly tise soidier wbo guarded him and to
whose artm le was clained. As flic saldiers relieved eacl
other, ta how ffiisy wauld thc gospel be preached. His
"bonds became manifest iail the palace," Ph11. 1. 13.
(Note -2.) And wherever these troops went they would
carry witl thema the glad-tidings, whicl were perhaps
brought in this way ta Britain ta whicl reinforcements wcre
fraquentiy sent. There were Christians even in Coesar's
houselsald. Phil. iV. 22.

Thrce days wera given ta rest aud ta greeting thc brethren.
TIen Pauul could no langer deiay. Leic s filled witl
ardour ta enter upon bis work. H e cafled tise chef of
the Jews tagether and made ta thcmn

1. Lus DEFENCE: Verses 17-22.
TIce very fact of bis being a prisaner would mise sus.

picians against him. Besides misrapresentations migla have
beau macle agaînst bim from Jerusalem. Lance the Ëlea ha
urges, First,-Tbat ha was innocent, lad donc nothIni
against the people of thc Jewis. LiHe took the -sarne
ground befare the Sanhedrirn and thc Roman governors.
Secondly,-Tiiat ha lad been examined and aékquittcd,
Acts xxiii. 29, xxiv. 23, xxv. 25, kxvi. 32. Thirdly,-That
ha lad anly appcaled because hae was eonstrained ta, do sa.
Hea says this because xfatnrally tIare wauld be some feeling
against lins far refusing ta la judged by bis own peaple.

Lsappeal was entiraly defensuve. H-e hatl no charge ta
make agaInst lis nation. Parlaps tbey faarad that hae
would,7or tIc position of thc Jaws at Rame was flot very
secure. Fourthly,-Tbat it was for thse hope of Israel
tIat lae was in dhams, and that lha lad sent for them, be-
cause ha believaci that Massial lad came.

The repiy of the Jews is courteaus and cautiaus. They
lad receîved neletters. This may appear strange. Tbey
probably meant that no officiailatter lad reacîed tham.
Before Paul's appeal there wauld be no occasion ta write
ta Rame, and afterwards tlere would nat be tirne. They
lad heard of thie sect sud of the ili-nama it bore; but tley
expressed a desire ta hear mare fram tIc apostle. A day
was tharafora appainted whan thay came ta bis lodging
and

IL HE PREAcHED (Verses 23-39) jesus unto tleni.
Hie fallawed bis usual method witl the Jaws, (Acts xiii.
17-41, xvii. 3,) proving ficom thc Old Testament that Jesus
was thc Christ. Thc resuits fo are tisera which in every
place follaw tha preacling of thc gospel :-Som e believed,
anddsmre beieved nat. Frorn verse 25 it would
appear tbat thc believing and unbelieving Jews disputed
among thaniselves. Just before tliey departad St. Paul ad-
dressed ta tlicm one word of solemu expostulation. Hie
cuotes Isaiah vi. 9, 10 from thc Septuagint, thc Grcek ver-
sion of the Old Testament, a passage found six, tues in tisa
New Testament. Sec Matt. xiii. 14 ; Mark iv. 12 ; Luke
viii. io; John xii. 4o; Ram. xi. 8. The causa of unbelief
is lare traced ta an cvii haart. Tise hcart of tliis people
is waxcd grass, stupid, sensual, corrupt, aid thc impeni.
tance of the Jcws is lare foretold.

Therefare, because ye are hardened and unreclairnable,
the saivation of Ciod, Luke ii. 3o, il meut unto thc
Gentiles. veua.1 re lmpeothaosIII. Verses 30, 31, gi* u re lrpeo I ps
tie'sIwoRx. Le dweit twa wlole ycars in lis awn house,

althaugli a priosir, praachirtg end tèaching; no man
forbiddlng hiin His bonds wo<tld be a protection tohimi
against the hatred of the unbelieving Jews. While in prison
he wrote four epistles, those to the Ephesin, the Philip-
pians, the Colossians, anid Philemon ; from which we glean
many interesting details concerning. bis life at this tine.

Th.ese epistiés written in prison, remind us of Luther
trantlatÂng the Bible in the Castie of Wartburg, ansd of Bun'-
yan writing tie Pilgrim's Progress in Bedford jail..

In ail these episties, Paul's chains 'mentioned, Epli.
Yi. 20 (also iii. 1, iv. 1) ; Phil. i. 7, 13,'14, 16 ; Col. iv. 3 ;
Phil. x. especially Col. iv. 18, where he writes the cou-
cluding salutation with bis own-hand, and, having to lift Up
, the heavy chain to do so, begs themi to "remember his
bonds."

-In al, lisp/iraers tnentioned, Eph. i. i6; Phil. i. 41 9';
Col. L 3, 9; Phil. iv. ;--tliough hie can't go to, bis friends,
lie can get at them.b y a nearer wvay,," round by thse throne
of God." Especially, sec Eph. i'ii. 14 -think of Lin
1'bowlng bis knees " before the Lord while fastened to the
heathen soidier at bis sie!1

In alj bis me~seaýr: mentioned: thougis could not go
hipiself, could send faithful helpers, Tychicus (Epli. vi 21,
rs ', ÉoL iv. 7), Timothy (Phil. ii. 19), Epapliroditus (Phi.

He bail troubles also in prison.
Surely, most annoying for an active traveller like Paul to

be confined for two years-and that chain always painful.
Then the anxiety about his approaching trial-what would
corne of it (Phil. ii. 23)-whether the cruel Nero would kili
him.

STwo particular troubles are mentic>ned. The iUl-will of
those who preached Christ out of envy and strife anid southtt
thus to add affliction ta bis bonds, Phul. i. 14, iS. I'h
illness of Epaphroditus,.Phil. ii. 25, 27.

But lie bad tcom/arts too.
For "the God of ail comfort " was with him, 2 Car. i.

314.
Hec lad comfort in the success of lis labours, and even in

the ill-wills ofhbis opponents, because tbey preachcd Christ;
and Epaphroditus was spared, besides he had faitbfui friends
with him, see Col. iv. 10-14: Aristarchus, who had been
with him in many dangers (Acts. xix. 29, XXVii. 2); Mark,
wlso had once failed hini (Acts xv. 37), but was now "profit-
able" (2 Tim. iv. i ) ; Luke " the beloved Physician"
etc. -these, says he, " a camnfort ta me," ver. i i..

Gifts from bis aid friends at Phulippi, Phil. iv. 18. Poor
as they were (2 Cor. Viii. 1, 2), always generaus (Phil. iv.
15, 16).

Goodness of other Churcles, Epli. i. 15, 16 ; Col. i. 3, 4;
ii. 5; Phil. iv. 5.

Let us thank Godjor ail the encmira4,ements and consu lta-
tions Ile sends us, Ps. V. Il, xxxiil. 21. NVothmg can
justify unbdlel, Phul. iv. 4 ; John iii. 18 ; viii. t2 ; iii. 48.

There are nso circumstances wkere a Ckris*ian cannai wark
and testify for bis Master.

Let us take Paul for an example, Phul. iii. 17. Neyer
zwary of weli.doing, neyer miss an 1 oportunity of doing
good.

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.
Paul's entrance into Rome-how met-hew received-

bow kept-how detained-bow employed-the Jews' recep.
tion of him-the resut-his final word-their dismissal-his
continued labors-where-of wlat kind-his perfect freedom
-- tbe condition of the city-importance--unity of bis life and
labors, and the lesson wc may learn from the review of thse
history liere closed.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.
RomiL-Within a circuit of littie more than twelve miles

more than two millions of inhabitants were crowded.. It
is evident that this fact is only explicable by the narrowness
of the streets, with that pecuiiarity of the bouses which bas
been ailuded to' above. In this prodisgaous collection of
buman beings, there were of course ail the cos'trasts wiiicb
are seen in a modern city,-all the painful lines of séparation
between luxury and squalor, wealth and want. But in
Rame ail these differences were on an exaggeratéd scale,
and the. institution of slavery modified further ail social re-
lations. The free citizens were more than a million; of
these, the senators were so few in number as to be bardly
appreciable ; thc kniglts, who filled a great proportion of
the public offices, were not more than 1,000; the troops
quartered in the city May be reckoned 15,0oo; thc test
ware thc pkbs urbana. Tat a vast number of these would
be poor is an obvious result of the most ordinaqy causes.
But inacet-Rome thc luxury of the wcaltliicr classes did
not =~luea general diffusion of trade, as it doas in a
modern city. The handi-craft employments, and mnany of
wlat we should cail professins, were in thc bands of slaves;
and the consequence was that a vast proportion af the plebs
urbana lived on public andi private charity. Vet were these
pauper citizens proud of their citizenship, tliough many of
thcm bad no better sîcepi ng.pla.ce for the night than tlie
public porticoes or the vestibules of temples. Tbey cared
for nothing beyond bread for the day, thc games of the cir-
cus, and t he savage daliglit of gladiatorial shows; manufac-
tures and trade they regarded as the business oftise sl&ve
and the foreiger. Thc number of slaves was perliaps about
a million. The number of strangers or peregri was"muck
smaller; but it is impossible ta describe their varietieS.

rýýne differne of opiiothra an llsinin Pil. I. re-â1


