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prospects for lodgiogs for the night rather datk;
however, there are pleasures amid the wasies.  Any
house is a boarding.hous», or rather inn, to the minis.
ter~no matter to. what Church the inmates may
belong, they receive:me with open arms. | have vis.
ited. Protestants of all denominatlons, and even
Catholics, and have been receivéd with apparent
gladness,

“The crops last year were n comparative fallute
in the new settlements here, vwing to the fact that
the people coming in the spring could not put them in
any goud order, the spring itself being late, and the
frost coming early fa the fall, killed a good deal of the
wheat, " thesé reasons the people have to pur-
zhase fleu. from the east, which works againg them
considerably, They are, however, very hopeful,
and population keeps flowing in all the time. Iam
the only ordained Protestant minister in &ll these
parts, and I am happy to say that & very Jarge pro-
portion of the people arc Presbyterians,  Mr. A Mc-
Donald, of Fort Ellice, Hudson's Bay factor, has
shewn himself very kind, though thete are not many
settlers as yut around the Fort, 1 saw a gentleman
from Qu'Appelle,a pointone hundred and twenty miles
west of Fort Ellice, vho told me that they wanted a
Protestant missionary there badly. e saysthereare
about eight hundred peaplein that part ; half of them
are Roms1 Catholics; and have several priests, but
not a Frotestant clergyman of any denomination, ex-
cept a passing missionary once a year. Going up
west, Mr. McLean,. the chief factor of the Hudson
Bay post there, is a Presbyterian, and very anxious to
geta missionary for that point. I promised to pay
them a visit if I could-get any one to take my wotk
for amonth. The peopls in these parts are far above
the average for' intelhgencc and education. Somears
from the older provinces, and some from Scotland,
Ireland, 2ud England. Once in three weeks is as
often as [ can be at any point. [ haveto deposit my
supplies for thehorsé at different poiuts, Foed in the
shape of grain is very scarce, ulling in the village at
$1.25 per bushel. Wheat is $1.75 per bushel, and
flour §5.50 per cwit.  All the houses are built of legs,
and mostly one room, with partitions made of carpets,
quilis, calico, or anything. However, the people are
kind and hearty and glad to see us, and we get along.
There is not reuch chance for study, and not much
time even if we had a chance. I spend at the very
least half the days on the roads, besides the Louse-to-
house ttaveL Uader the present policy of reserving
odd sections, houses here; even in settled neighbour-
hoods, are at least 2 mile apart. \We have no church
eréction Fere yet, and shall not likely have for a year,
The settlcrs have too much work to do as yet to buiid
churches. 1 hope, however, to be able to report pto-
gress on this subject next year, and’ trust that the
good people in the cast will not tire of us for.a while.
\We hope to be able to walk alone by and by.

DR. MACKA Y;S VISIT TO HAMILTON,

MR. EDITOR,—It may safcly be stated that Ham-
ilton-has nreiy, if ever, been visited by one who re.
cely ed a more L rdial welcome, was listened to with
deeper interest, and carried away with -him the best
wishes of a larger number of citizars, than our es-
teemed missxonary, Dr. Mackay., He came to us on
Saturday the 1gth inst. and left on the Wednesday
folowing. His coming 1ud-been duly prepared for,
by the Presbyterian ministers of the city conferring
together and arranging times and places of meetmg,
having refsrence in their appointments, to thé impor-
tance of giving all the Presbyterians of the city, and
as many others ds possible, an opportunity of hearing
Dr. Mackay'as often as. practicable. These meetings
had been looked-forward to by not a few with prayer-

ful intérest ; but on the part of our people generally,
no special enthusxsm had been manifested, ‘But no
sooner had the first. audience thst assembled theard
the begmmng of the m‘mxonuy’s thrilling. narrative,
told in-his . pecuharly earnest and eloquent way, than
an interest was awakened, v-zhlch made all .the meet-
ings which foliowed, dccasions long ta be reraembered,
not simply because of the crowds which thronged to
hear, and the liberal. responus elxcued, but because
of the deep and solemn tmpnmons produced. The
peaple, of the places Lr. Mackay ‘is atill to visit,
sheuld be diligent in preparing their hearts for realis
ing to the full: the privilege that awaits them—not
merely the privilege of listening to a narrative as full
of thrilling interest as any that was ever zeiated by

the anostles of eatly times, but the privilege of having
thelr faith strengthened by the extracrdinary testimony
which ¢ae who claims te be only a humble follower
of the Lord Jesus, is able to bear to God's faithful-
ness, when His promises are put to the proof with
childlike boldnesss and simplicity.

To the Pnsbyterians of Hamilton it is compara.
tively gratifylo~ that the contributions at the various
services held here have been the most encouraging
responses Dr. Mackay has yet met with in his tour
through the country. Yet, we feel that our offerings
have been very small, compated with the self-sacri-
ficing devotlon of the missionary, and above all; when
compared with the claiin the Master Himself has up.
on us. The aggregate of the collections taken up nt
the five meetings held in Hamilton, is a little over
$625, with the earnest hope that it may yet be in-
creased 10 $1,000,

Nothing could be more touching than to hear Dr.
Mackay express his disappolntiment that after having
reluctantly left his chosen wotk, and come all the way
from Formosa todo the wotk heisat presentengaged in,
the people of Canada, though attending the meetings
in largc numbers and with manifestations of the most
appreciative interest, have failed to respond with such
liberality as he had expected, ln view of the way in
which the Lord has blessed the work in IMormosa. 1t
was with sad regret we heard our esteemed missionary
give utterance to this feeling of disappointment, add-
ing, at the same time, that he felt it to be his duty to
resolve solemnly, never again to visit Canada, but to
confine his labours henceforward to his beloved For-
mosa, It {s not surprising that one who has given
himself to the Lord’s work with such Apostolic, nay,
Christ-like zeal and singleness of purpose, should be
impatient of manifestations of interest whick less de-
voted souls regard as gratifying, and which aze truly
gratifying ; for, apart altogether from immediatz re.
sults, no one can listen to Dr. Mackay's instructive
and thrilling addresses without feeling tnat seed is
being sown which will bear blessed fruit many days
hence.

But may we not hope that before Dr. Mackay
leaves us again to resume his arduous labours as our
missionary in Formosa, the heart of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada will be so touched with a sense of
the claim which the heathen world has upon us .. the
name of Christ, that both wealthy members of our
churches, and our people generally, will find ways of
geeatly increasing the contributions which have
already been offered in response to our missionary's
earnust, yet most unobtrusive ppeals. May this be
the case to such a degre< s to gladden our mission.
ary’s heart, that he will L, led to reverse his decision.
And may be be spared and strengthened, not only to
have the joy of resuming his chosen work in Formosa,
but the additional joy of revisiting his native Canada
in future years, to again refresh ten thousand praying
hearts by the recital of still grander triumphs won
through the grace and power of our common Lord.

) familton, Feb. 241h, 1881, R. J. LAlDLAW.

THE REVIVAL IN PETERBORO"

After a fortnight spent amid the scenes of revival in
Peterboro’, a few impressions and incidents may be
of interest to your readers. There is no room to
doubt that this place has received a remarkable out.
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Nothing equal to it has
ever been experienced in Peterboro’ or witnessed else-
where by any. with whom I have conversed. Since
Mr. Hammond’s departure, the united meeunys have
been continued altemately two nights at a timein the
two largest churches in town, the Presbyterian and
Methodist, the Wedneadays and Sabbaths being re-
served for th: #sual denominational services, though
these were ol it usuallifeandinterest. The daily praise
and prayer.meeting, in like manner, alternated be-
tween ‘the Baptist and Bible Christian Churches.
These meetings have v been scenes of unity, fellow-
ship, unction and fervour, as delightful as remarkible.
Requests for prayer, written and verbal, zbound,
varied by thanksgwmg for answers ncexved reports
from workars in tows and counfry, Ulble-readmgs,
etc. The marvelous doings of our covenant God -are
related with joy and praise. The occurrence of de-
ferred missionary and other meetmgs next week seems
likely to interrupt the ccntmuxty of the town meetings,
which is much regretted oy many, asthe numbers and

- interest shew little abucment, and anxious inquirers
stiil abound, ‘But in the country districts to which

the work has spread, the interest scems to be nightly
increasing.  Keene, Springwille, L «efield, and other
points are daily visited by bands of workers, some:
times exceeding twenty in number. Then, in the in-
tervals between these meetings, the wotk goes on
quietly, but often with great power, in the homes and
workshops of the people,and avan in the public schuals
and on the streets, among the groups at the corners,
o7 in the vchicles swiflly fitting to and fro. Then
fancy such a scene as this in the office of an architect
~five professional gentlemen ergaged mn discussing
the subject of assurance, Agan, not far off,in a
lawyer's oflice, prayer is being offered for and with a
troubled soul. Corsiderably over a thousand natnes
have been put upon the covenant rof;, beside which
many without sigminz 1t, have professed to find the
Saviour, The wock amongst

THE YOUNG

has been rematkable, both for its extent and interest,
Laat Saturday 1 very dchuhlful scene was witnessed,
when a children’s meeting was held.  About 250 were
present, and when at the close, all who had found
Christ was asked to stand p, 2l but cight or ten
arose, and saue of these with much emotion professed
to give their hearts to the Saviour in the nquiry
mecting which followed. It was a sight never to bte
forr~iten, to see the boys trying to help cach other to
a luowledge of the truth, Much carc is taken to se-
cure intelligent acquaintance with the truth before
making any public prolession, and usually with grau-
fying results. For example, one of our clders sent
for his twelve-year-old son, from home at schoo), that
he might get the benefit of the meetings, and ere long
the dear boy gladdened his parents by declaring a
hope in Christ. A covenant card was put into his
hand with the caution not to sign till clear about his
acceptance of Christ. Ina few days he left without
saying more, but leit behind the card, duly signed,
with a note to his mother telling her he could no longer
doubt his love for Jesus and interest in Himn. Another
clever little fellow of ten, at first was scornfully scepti-
cal of the work, and called the boys a set of fools for
standing up and saying they were converted when he
knew they were as wicked as ever. He hardened
his heart against the influences pressing upon him,
and told his mother she might pray for him, but he
was so wicked there was no use of his doing it. He
declined to continue attendance at the meetings till
his father urged it, and he slipped away alone, and
not long after came to tell lus parents of a great
change which had come over him . formerly he * had
Christ in the head,” now he * had Him in the heart,”
and in many ways heshewed the reality of the change,
especially in his eagerness to help others. In thie n-
quiry meeting he is usually aided by a little son of the
Iate devoted McKenzie of Almonte, who has a much
better knowledge of Scriptute.  Thus he turns to lum,
“ Robert, where is that verse that begins so and so?”
\When found and read, he returns eagerly to the sub.
ject of his anxiety, exclaiming, * There now, Willie,
don't you see, you've not to wait for feeling, but to
come 1o Jesus just as you aze.”” Then he goes home
to tell his mother—%Mamma, I do believe Wille
Smith is in the Lord.” Last Sabbath Bible-class and
school were greatly larger than ever before, At the
close a lady said to me,” I wish you would speak to
that gitl in black in my class; she is very anxious.”
I found her just waiting to be led to deuision, and as
I told her teacher the happy .ssue five miautes after,
their tears of joy mingled together as the latter ex-
claimed, * Oh, thank God for that, I believe they are
all now safe in the arms of Jesus,” Another teacher,
a young lawyer at the head of a large and varied
business, who has nevertheless found time for con-
stant attendance and work in town and country, sent
in a request for thanksgiving, as the last of his
scholars now, in answer to special prayer, nad attained
hope in Christ. Many others besides this gentleraan
have been finding the secret of their formmer leanness
and e truth of the promise of fatness to the liberal
soul. Office-bearers in the Church, who had never
yet opened their mouths to witness for Christ oz pray
in public, bave been finding utterance freau a full
heart. Ministers and others, after lung and patient
sowing of the seed are now reaping rich hanvests. To
describe this revival in one Scriptural sentence would
be to quote the words, “\Vhen Zion travailed, she
brought forth children”
WALTER M. ROG2R,
Feb, a5th, 1881,



